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Access/Visitation Grants in Welfare Law

The welfare reform law passed by Con-
gress and signed by President Clinton pro-
vides $10 million a year for access/visitation
grants to the states.

This is the most money Congress has
ever provided for access/visitation.

Each state is to receive at least $50,000
this coming year, and at least $100,000 a year
after that “to establish and administer pro-
grams to support and facilitate non-custo-
dial parents access to and visitation of their
children, by means of activities including
mediation (both voluntary and mandatory),
counseling, education, development of
parenting plans, visitation enforcement (in-
cluding monitoring, supervision and neutral
drop-off and pickup) and development of
guidelines for visitation and alternative cus-
tody arrangements.”

The provision allows states to contract
with courts, local public agencies, or non-
profit private entities to run these access/
visitation programs.

The access/visitation grants will last for
at least six years, according to Congressional
sources.

Congress provided $2 million in the
1988 Family Support Act for demonstration
grants to seven states. CRC was the catalyst
for those grants, working the halls of Con-
gress for three years until the 1988 provi-
sion was passed.

“When federal officials and members
of Congress saw how well the access grants

worked, including mediation, educating par-
ents about parenting, informing them of
their rights as well as responsibilities, coun-
seling, and other outreach programs, this led
to the current wider funding in which all
states can participate,” said CRC President
David L. Levy.

Because the states can contract out ac-
cess services to non-profit groups, such
groups should contact state officials (child
support offices, the governor’s office, courts)
or whatever office might handle these grants,
and seek to handle the programs.

CRC chapters will be working with
CRC national to apply for some of the
grants.

Welfare Reform Law

One of the purposes of the New Wel-
fare Reform law is to “encourage the for-
mation and mainte-
nance of two-parent
families”.

This provision was
inserted into the law by
Rep. Clay Shaw (R), chair-
man of the Human Re-
sources Subcommittee of
the House Ways and
Means Committee at the request of custody
reform activists.

“Chairman Shaw is to be commended
for this significant provision,” said CRC

continued on page 3

Attend CRC’s 11th National Conference and National Parents’ Day Conference October 23 - 26,
1997 in Washington, D.C. (see page 5) :
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“Speak Out for Children” is published by the Children’s Rights Council,

Inc. Editor: David L. Levy.
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About CRC

The Children’s Rights Council
(CRC) is a nation-wide, non-profit IRS
501{c)(3) children’s rights organization
based in Washington, D.C.

CRC works to strengthen families
through education and advocacy. We fa-
vor family formation and family preser-
vation, but if families break up, or are
never formed, we work to assure a child
the frequent and continuing contact with
two parents and extended family the
child would normally have during a
marriage. Our motto is “The Best Par-
ent is Both Parents.”

For the child’s benefit, CRC favors
parenting education before marriage,
during marriage, and in the event of
separation. We work to demilitarize di-
vorce between parents who are involved
in marital disputes, substituting concili-
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ation and mediation for the adversarial
process, and providing for comprehen-
sive child support. We also favor school-
based programs for children at risk.

Formed in 1985 by concerned par-
ents who have more than 40 years col-
lective experience in divorce reform and
early childhood education, CRC has
chapters in 30 states and three national
affiliate organizations: Mothers Without
Custody (MW/OC), Parents Without
Partners (PWP), and the Stepfamily As-
sociation of America (SAA).

Prominent professionals in the
fields of religion, law, social work, psy-
chology, child care, education, business,
and government comprise our Advisory
Panel.

Material in this newsletter
authored by CRC may be reprinted
without permission, provided the source
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Welfare Reform Law

(Continued from page 1)
President David L. Levy. “It opens
the door for all kinds of programs,
including mediation, parenting edu-
cation, counseling, and a host of
other programs to encourage mar-
riage, and two-parent relationships.”

The other purposes of welfare
reform are:

* to provide assistance to
needy families so that children
may be cared for in their own
homes or in the homes of rela-
tives (kinship care);

to end the dependence of
needy parents on government ben-
efits by promoting job prepara-
tion, work and marriage;

to prevent and reduce the
incidence of out-of-wedlock preg-
nancies and establish annual nu-
merical goals for preventing and re-
ducing the incidence of these preg-
nancies.

States that do the best job in
meeting the four purposes of the wel-
fare reform law (shown in bold
above) will be eligible to share in up
to 1 billion dollars in bonus grants

for each of the next five years.

The new law ends the entitle-
ment to welfare. This means that
there is no longer an automatic right
to welfare based on poverty. States
are to spend funds on work and train-
ing for work. If welfare is received,
there is a five year limit on payments.

(CRC President David L. Levy
was invited to testify before a House
Subcommittee on Welfare Reform on
September 19, 1996. He outlined 10
ways states could implement the
goals of welfare reform and therefore
qualify for bonus grants. For a free
copy of the testimony, contact CRC).

Parent Locator

Service Expanded
The new welfare law also opens

up the use of the parent locator ser-
vice to enforce “child custody or visi-
tation orders.” Previously, the federal
parent locator service, which taps
into state motor vehicle records, so-
cial security records, and other pub-
lic documents, has been used to lo-
cate more than a million parents a
year who owe financial child support,

but now will be available to locate
parents hiding children in violation
of custody or visitation orders.

Custody reform advocates have
been asking for many years that the
federal parent locator service be ex-
panded in this way.

Grandparents

Responsible

The welfare law also encour-
ages states to pursue pilot programs
in which the parents of a non-adult,
non-custodial parent who refuses to
or is unable to pay child support must
pay or contribute to the child sup-
port owed by the non-custodial par-
ent.

Child Support

Provisions

The new welfare law also con-
tains stringent provisions on child
support, including requiring suspen-
sion or loss of automobile drivers’
licenses, professional and recre-
ational licenses, and confiscation of
passports, for past due child support.

CAPTA Revised to Provide Relief for False Allegations

The Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act (CAPTA) has long
required the reporting of all sus-

Coats Goodling

pected child abuse, but offered no
relief for wilful false allegations.

CAPTA has been amended by
Congress to “eliminate blanket im-
munity from prosecution for persons
making knowingly false allegations
of child abuse or neglect. Only good
faith reports will be protected by
immunity,” said Sen. Dan Coats (R-
IN), one of the amended bill’s chief
sponsors, in remarks on the Senate
floor September 27, 1996.

States are now free to enact laws
and regulations to provide penalties
for making knowingly false allega-
tions.

The legislation, Public Law 104-
235. was signed into law by President
Clinton on September 3, 1996.

In his remarks on the Senate
floor, Coats said “Each year, close to
one million children are abused or
neglected. While these numbers are
staggering, we should also be con-
cerned by the nearly 2 million false
or unsubstantiated reports of child
abuse and neglect that are filed
wrongfully and in some cases mali-
ciously. What this means is that case
workers who are already over-
worked are conducting 2 million in-
vestigations at some level, possibly
resulting in inappropriate interven-
tions—including removal of the chil-
dren from their homes.”

Fall 1996/Winter 1997

Citizen Review Panels
Coats said that “In order to en-
sure citizen participation and public
accountability of state and local child
protection agencies,” the new law
also “requires each state to establish
citizen review panels to evaluate the
extent to which child protection
agencies are effectively discharging
their child protection responsibilities
and to review the facts surrounding
local child fatalities or near fatalities
resulting from abuse or neglect.”
(Editor’s note: The law leaves to
the states the decisions on how these pan-
els are to be set up. Contact your gover-
nor, or state legislators if you wish to be
appointed to a panel. Submit written rec-
ommendations from third parties about
your credentials to serve on such a panel).
Under the new law, states also:
* no longer have to preserve

(Continued on page 6)
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Commission Recommends Mediation,
Parenting Plans, but is Silent on Joint Custody

Mandatory mediation,
parenting plans, and family courts
with authority “commensurate with
the importance of their mission,” are
among the recommendations of the
U.S. Commission on Child and Fam-
ily Welfare, in its final report issued
October 15, 1996.

The 15 commissioners were
appointed by President Clinton and
leaders of Congress.

The report, delayed for nearly
a year after the Commission ended
its 12-month series of hearings and
meetings, emphasized the need for
involving both parents positively in
the lives of their children after di-
vorce or out-of-wedlock birth. But the
Commission is silent on whether or
not to encourage more joint custody.

The  218-page  report,
“Parenting our Children: In the Best
Interest of the Nation” discusses how:

+ courts can reduce the
adversarial nature of custody and
visitation decision-making,

+ communities and religious

institutions can support and
strengthen families, and

+ parents can he helped to
make the best decisions about the
emotional and financial support of
their children.

The report notes that “More
than a quarter of the nation’s chil-
dren live with only one parent and
over half will live in a home with only
one parent some time before they
become adults. Many of these chil-
dren suffer from a lack of continued
presence of both of their parents in
their lives to guide and nurture them
and to provide necessary financial
support.”

The Commission’s recommen-
dations include:

+ the status and resources of
courts with jurisdiction over family
matters be commensurate with the
importance of their mission. Judge
Robert Robles, the Commission’s
Vice-Chair said, “Family related
courts have historically been given
lower legal status, fewer resources,

and in some instances, less experi-
enced judges—making it more diffi-
cult for courts to give families the
help they need”,

+ mandatory mediation to
help parents resolve parenting dis-
putes, and the development of plans
by parents together to determine
their future involvement in the lives
of the children when they live apart,

* courts should coordinate
their efforts with community re-
sources to provide separating, di-
vorcing and unmarried parents with
a full range of supportive services,

* businesses should adopt
practices that will accommodate the
parenting needs and responsibilities
of their employees,

* religious institutions should
expand their efforts in preparing
young adults for marriage, strength-
ening existing two-parent families
and providing support for parents
and children when marriages dis-
solve or families do not form.

Guidubaldi, Harrington File Minority Reports

Commissioners John

-Guidubaldi, Ph.D., Kent State Uni-

Harrington Guidubaldi

versity, Ohio, and Bill Harrington,
Takoma, Washington, president of
The American Fathers Alliance, is-
sued detailed minority reports.

Guidubaldi, a noted researcher
on children of divorce, took the ma-
jority to task because he said it

+ frequently minimized atten-
tion to its primary Congressional
mandate to address issues of paren-
tal access,
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+ was unwilling to critically
evaluate the relative merits of con-
flicting testimony and submitted
materials,

+ exercised bias in the report-
ing of research bearing on the cen-
tral issue of shared parenting.

Harrington said the commis-
sion failed to adequately consider the
fatherhood “apartheid” policy that
continues to create “fathers in exile,”
and failed to consider vital research
on unmarried fathers and father-
hood.

Harrington made 53 policy rec-
ommendations that the White
House, Congress, the Democratic
and Republican parties, states,
courts, educators, and businesses
could adopt to improve family policy
which emphasizes father involve-

ment as the optimum way to enhance
child and family well-being.

Both  Guidubaldi and
Harrington had urged the Commis-
sion to recommend a presumption
for joint custody (shared parenting),
as did many witnesses at hearings
held by the Commission, but the
Commission report is silent on the
issue of custody.

Copies of the 218-page report may
be obtained free by phoning Debbie
Pontisso, U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), in Washington,
D.C. at 202-407-4548.

The report says Guidubaldi may be
reached at 1327 Sheppard Drive, Kent,
Ohio, 44240, and Harrington may be
reached at P.O. Box 5345, Tacoma, WA
98415, 206-272-2152.

o



€3 hibpren's Ri6hts Guveil &5
Strengthening Pamilies—Budilding (Zommauncties

a weekend of workshops and discussions

CRC’s 11th national conference

% A Summit Conference of CRC Leaders and Members %
with Selected National Speakers

RS Saturday and Sunday, October 25-26, 1997
- ;‘,:" Preceded by the National Parents’ Day Coalition Conference,
"*o,“ - = Thursday evening and Friday, October 23-24, 1997

Both conferences will be held inconjunction with the U.S. Department of Education

The CRC Summit Conference will feature selected nationally known speakers on Political and Legal
Developments Related to Family Issues, but will also discuss:
* grant-writing,
* program development,
* fundraising,
* ways to build organizations,
* new technologies management,
* networking, and
* legal and judicial changes in Congress and around the country.
Discussions led by CRC leaders in Washington, D.C. and around the country.

The National Parents’ Day Coalition Conference will feature workshops and discussions on

parenting, child and family issues. The highlight will be a live Satellite Broadcast. You can be
a part of the National Townhall Discussion on Vital Issues facing all parents in America.

Come Network, Learn, and Have Fun at thece Interecting Conferencee

These conferences will be held at a hotel in the Washington, D.C. area to be announced later.

CEU’s and CLEU’s available.
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Parents Day Coalition Cable TV Show

Features CRC’s Elizabeth Hickey

The National Parents Day Coa-
lition held a conference and taped a

I|||

. 'é]llz. 1,

Hickey Rollins

2-hour discussion on parenting for
Cable TV at the Walt Disney Insti-
tute in Orlando, Florida on Novem-
ber 1-2, 1996.

The broadcast included Eliza-
beth Hickey, CRC’s National
Parenting Education Director, who
discussed Abuse: Does it Begin with
Language. Her talk focused on com-
munication: how to prevent abuse
in families by awareness of how
members of the family communicate
to each other. Hickey, who created
Utah’s first in the nation statewide
program of parent education for all
separating parents, is co-author of the
book “Healing Hearts” and author
of the video “Children: The Experts
on Divorce”.

The broadcast is appearing on
about 40 AIN cable stations around

the country, and is also appearing on
some Time-Warner and Continental
Cable systems.

The National Parents Day Coa-
lition is headed by Belinda Rollins
of Washington, D.C.

Rollins organized the National
Parents Day Awards ceremony in
Washington, D.C. on July 23, 1996,
where CRC received a “Legislative

Achievement” award.

The following day, Rollins ar-
ranged for all parenting award win-
ners to meet with First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton at the White House.

CRC President David L. Levy
received the award on behalf of CRC
and attended the White House cer-
emony.

»

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton greets David L. Levy at White House

CAPTA Revised

(Continued from page 3)
families and reunify children with
parents who abuse or neglect them,
particularly in cases where a parent
was convicted of murder, voluntary
manslaughter or family homicide of
another child.

+ must include murder, volun-
tary manslaughter and felony assault
as statutory grounds for termination
of parental rights. The decision to
pursue termination or to seek reuni-
fication in those cases would be de-
termined by a state on a case-by-case
basis.

* requires procedures for ex-
pedited termination of parental rights
in cases involving abandoned infants.

Page 6  Speak Out For Children
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+ “provides research demon-
stration programs on innovative and
effective new approaches, including
kinship care,” said Coats. “Kinship
care (placing children in need with
relatives) has been shown to a very
effective and compassionate alterna-
tive to foster care, although other kin-
ship care programs in some states
have been less successful,” said
Coats.

He said that “the kinship care
demonstration will enable us to as-
certain where this program works
and why and what we need to do to
avoid any possible negative conse-
quences.”

Congressman William
Goodling (R-PA), chairman of the

Education and Economic Opportu-
nities Committee, was active in the
House of Representatives in steer-
ing this bill into law. Goodling has
also been concerned about the need
to differentiate between real abuse
and false abuse allegations.

Some activists for reform
wanted the new law to go even fur-
ther than it did, such as totally abol-
ishing CAPTA, so that states could
establish their own laws, but Con-
gress was not willing to abandon the
federal requirement that all cases of
abuse be reported. Instead, Congress
authorized the states to provide safe-
guards for false allegations and other
provisions, as mentioned above.




Results of Research

Non-Adversarial Approaches Will Help Children, Census Data Show

Non-adversarial approaches to
divorce, specific visitation provi-
sions, and joint custody are among
the approaches that will help im-
prove the relationship between non-
custodial parent involvement,
children’s well-being, child support
and custody arrangements, accord-
ing to a new report based on Census
Bureau data.

Westat, Inc., a major national
research organization, surveyed Cen-
sus Bureau data. In their final report
issued August, 1996, the researchers,
Christine Winquist Nord and Nicho-
las Zill, state that the relationship
between non-custodial parent in-
volvement, children’s well-being,
child support, and custody arrange-
ments will be enhanced if America
supports the following types of ac-
tivities:

* Encouraging parents to es-
tablish child support agreements
through a process of bargaining and
mutual agreement whenever feasible,
rather than through litigation and
court mandate, and providing ser-
vices, if needed, to assist in the pro-
cess

+ Encouraging couples to
specify visitation provisions in their
agreements.

Encouraging contact be-
tween non-resident fathers and their
children, when feasible.

* Promoting joint custody ar-
rangements.

The researchers also surveyed
the available research on the relation-
ships mentioned above. Although
they found gaps in the research, they
made several key findings. They rec-
ommended, based on the research,
the following:

+ All persons who are in-
volved in working with single par-
ent families and with divorcing
couples need to be made more aware
of the developmental needs of chil-
dren, the potential difficulties that
they will face from family disruption
or turmoil, and steps that could ease
those difficulties.

+ Given that conflict if inap-
propriately handled can be harmful
to children and can alienate the two
adults so that they cannot cooperate
over matters concerning the child’s
well-being, it is important to provide
services to reduce conflict or to ex-
press it in a healthier manner.

* Several studies showed that
all the parties in a divorce experience
stress. The stress can adversely affect
the custodial parent’s ability to func-
tion effectively; it can serve to inhibit
the non-custodial parent from re-
maining involved in the child’s life
and it may affect how the child ad-
justs to family disruption and tur-
moil. More research and training on

how to reduce stress is needed.

* Given that most children de-
sire the continuing presence of fa-
thers in their lives and that fathers
may disengage from their parental
responsibilities in part because they
feel no sense of control over the new
arrangements, steps should be taken
to enable fathers when it is all pos-
sible to have a more active post-di-
vorce role,

+ There is a scarcity of re-
search that has examined couples
who never establish (child support)
awards and couples who had never
married each other. Such couples are
particularly vulnerable economically
and the children face risks as well.

The data was prepared from
national census data known as SIPP
(Surveys of Income and Program
Participation), at the request of HHS
(the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services).

The 112-page report may be
ordered from the National Reference
Center, phone 202-401-9383, in the
federal Office of Child Support En-
forcement. Ask for “Non-Custodial
Parents’ Participation in Their
Children’s Lives: Evidence from the
Survey of Income and Program Par-
ticipation (SIPP), Volume 1, Final
Report, August 14, 1996.” SIPP is
Census Bureau data.

Survey Says Many Fathers Don’t Pay Because They Have No Money

The main reason why fathers
do not pay child support is because
they have no money, according to a
new survey of non-custodial parents
published in the Journal of Sociol-
ogy & Social Welfare, June, 1996 is-
sue.

The survey, conducted by
Sumati N. Dubey, University of Illi-
nois at Chicago Jane Addams School
of Social Work, published in the June,
1996 issue of the Journal, found that
of fathers who do not pay child sup-
port, the following reasons were

given:

+ 39 percent indicated they
had no money;

+ 23 percent indicated the
mother of the child would not allow
visitation;

14 percent indicated that
they did not have any control over
how the money is spent;

12 percent said they were not
responsible for the children because
they did not want to have a child and
the women were the ones who
wanted to have a child;

‘

O

Fall 1996/Winter 1997

12 percent indicated they
were not the fathers of the children
for whom child support was sought.

The fathers surveyed were
drawn from the non-custodial fathers
who appeared before the court to
response to a summons from either
the State’s Attorney’s office or from
the Attorney General’s office for non-
payment of child support in six Illi-
nois counties, from February 1994 to
June 1994. 150 fathers agreed to par-
ticipate in the survey; 13 refused.

Speak Out For Children ~ Page 7



AVAILABLE ON AUDIO CASSETTE

Children’s Rights Council’s 10th Annual National Conference

April 24 - 28 1996— Atlanta, GA
Valuing Families...

___CRCO1 Parent Alienation Syndrome (PAS) and the Differentiation
Between Real and False Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse:
Richard Gardner, M.D. (part 1 of 2)

__CRCO02 Parent Alienation Syndrome (PAS) and the Differentiation
Between Real and False Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse:
Richard Gardner, M.D. (part 2 of 2)

__CRC03 How To Start and Grow a CRC Chapter; Programs and Services:

Bruce Kaskubar, Richard Martin, and Michael Ewing
___CRC04 Working With Courts and Commissions: Cindy Ewing
__ CRCO05 Working with your State Legislators and Congress: Ted Ell,
Harvey Walden, Eric Anderson, and Kent Eamhardt
__CRC06 Working With The Media: Dominick Romano and David Dinn

___CRCO07 Conducting Research and Documenting Evidence of Problems of [

Bias: John Bauserman, Don Bieniewicz and David Garrod
___CRCO08 Children of Divorce: Gary Neuman (part 1 of 2)
___CRCO09 Children of Divorce: Gary Neuman (part 2 of 2)
___CRC10 The Family Friendly Court System - It’s Mission, Structure,
Resources and Services: Michael Oddenino and Steven
Messinger,
___CRC11 Shared Parenting (Joint Custody) Physical and Legal: What itis,
What Works, and What Doesn’t: James Cook, Ed Gadrix,
John Guidubaldi, Mavis Hetherington, and Ann Marie
Termini (part 1 of 2)
___CRCI12 Shared Parenting (Joint Custody) Physical and Legal: What it is,
What Works, and What Doesn’t: James Cook, Ed Gadrix,
John Guidubaldi, Mavis Hetherington, and Ann Marie Termini,
(part 2 of 2)
___CRC13 Valuing Families - The Media and The Family: Melinda Blau
CRCM Keynote Addxess Michael Oddenino, David Levy, and

S ———————

R SRR

___CRC15 The Move Away Case - The Important Factors in Dealing

With A Significant Geographic Move By One Parent: Miriam
Cohen, Harold Gold, Mavis Hetherington, Pamela Stettner,
and Charles Zapf
___CRC16 Mediation As An Alternative to Litigation Wars: Kathryn Gibson,
and JoAnne Myers
___CRC17 Child Custody Evaluations - The Role of the Experts:
Don Eisenberg, John Guidubaldi, and Richard Warshak,
___CRC18 How To Improve State Child Support Guidelines and
Performance: Don Bieniewicz, Sara Flohr and David Ross
___CRC19 Politics and the Family - Federal and State Policies and
Their Impact On Families: Wade Horn, David Levy,
and Travis Ballard
___CRC20 Parenting Issues After Divorce - How To Do It Right:
Bradford Stern, Deborah Glinka, and Jayne Major
___CRC21 Parental Alienation, Child Abuse, and Domestic Violence -
How These Issues Affect Children: Richard Sauber, Murray
Straus, Dean Tong, and Barbara Wagner
__CRC22 Men’s and Women'’s [ssues As They Affect Children After
Divorce: Travis Ballard, Jean Bonhomme, Marjorie Engel,
and Jeffrey Leving
__ CRC23 The Michigan Friend Of The Court System - A Model We
Can Learn From and Improve: Laurie Casey, Marie Johnson,
and Matthew Radditz
___CRC24 Corporal Punishment - Spanking of Children and it’s Effect
on Marriages: Murray Straus

___CRC25 Minority Citizens - Non-Custodial Mothers, Custodial Fathers,

Step Parents and Grandparents: Kay and Ray Berryhill,
Helen Devine, Jerry and Nancy Fuller

__ CRC26 Empowering the Reform Movement: Bruce Kaskubar and

David Levy

B & N Audio has a new name. We are now the Non-Custodial Parent’s Resource Center, (NCPRC). NCPRC offers tapes from past
conferences from various Organizations, for a complete catalog of tapes and books call or write us. Having a conference? Call NCPRC
and let us provide your Organization with our quality professional recording service. ©1996 Non-Custodial Parent’s Resource Center

PRICING: .

Single Cassettes...........cc.ccoec.n.. $ 10.00
Full Package (26 Cassettes) ..$ 260.00
Shipping/Handling First Class Mail (14 Cassettes) $  5.00
Shipping/Handling First Class Mail (5 or more ) $ 10.00

Shlppmg/Handlmg For Overnight or International Call for Special Pricing
___Single Cassette(s) at $10/ea. = §
__ Full Package(s) at $260/ea. = $

TO ORDER CASSETTES:
BY MAIL: Fill out this form & send with Payment to:
B & N Enterprises / (NCPRC)

PO Box 742
Farmerville, LA 71241

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Sab Total = §
Shipping/Handling = $ BY PHONE: 318/368-6232
Grand Total =§
PAYMENT: SEND TO: (Please Print or Attach Your Business Card)
| Check or Money Order Enclosed (Made Payable To B & N Enterprises) Name:
ChargeMy: __ MasterCard __ Visa __ AmEx Street:
jCard # Exp.Date City: State: Zip:
[Name on Card (Please Print) / Signature Phone #: ( ),
&)




Supervised Visitation Network

The Supervised Visitation Net-
work will hold its annual meeting and
conference at the Embassy Suites
Hotel, Palm Beach Gardens, Florida,
May 17-20, 1997

Robert B. Straus, J.D., Director,
Meeting Place: Supervised Child
Access Service, Cambridge, MA, a
leader in the Supervised Visitation
Network, recommends that “situa-
tions which require supervision for
safe access include: where a non-cus-
todial parent is impaired by alcohol
or drug abuse, mental illness, or re-
tardation; when there is a risk of ab-
duction; when a child is refusing to
visit; when a custodial parent is de-
nying access; when there has been
no prior contact or an extended in-
terruption; or when there are con-
tested allegations that a child is at risk
for any of these reasons.

(See Family Law Quarterly, Volume 29, '
No. 2, Summer, 1995).

[Editor’s note: Straus, CRC
and others cooperated to help defeat
a provision of the Crime bill in 1994
sponsored by Sen. Paul Wellstone (D-
MN) that would have funnelled pro-
posed federal funds for supervised
visitation centers only to domestic
violence programs. Opponents felt
that there were issues regarding su-
pervised visitation other than domes-
tic violence, and Congress ultimately
agreed, so that funding was to be
made available to a wide range of
supervised visitation providers. De-
spite the broader language, budget
constraints have meant that little or
no actual federal money has been
provided for supervised visitation
under the crime bill.

The question now is: when is
supervised visitation called for, and
when is it not, e.g. is supervised visi-
tation appropriate for cases such as
“when a custodial parent is denying
access” (and there is no evidence of
wrongdoing by the non-custodial
parent)?

Individuals may wish to attend
the conference to learn about and
comment on supervised visitation
issues.]

For information on the conference,
contact Sheri Kass or Barbara Pope at
The Family Connection, phone 567-355-
2157 or fax 561-355-3175.

The headquarters of the Supervised
Visitation Network is 1701 N. Fourth
Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85705,

FAMILY CIRCUS

922

St "2
e

MADE E CLOTHES

THE KIND OoF CAR WE

WE WORE

St

By Bil Keane

%\l N
... BECAUSE OUR CHILDREN
WERE LOVED.

Reprinted with permission.

FAMILY FACTS

Photocopy and distribute the “Family Facts” on the next page! Use as hand-outs when visiting the Legislature, disseminating informa-
tion to the courts or the media, or as a resource for testimony and Letters to the editor. “Family Facts” will be a regular feature of this
Newsletter. Send us your verified facts (with actual copies, sources and dates) to Family Facts, CRC.

ERIC  pEsT COPY AVAILABLE 1

IToxt Provided by ERI
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Family Facts

No Money, No Access Given as Main Reasons
for Not Paying Support

The main reason given by fathers who do not pay financial child support is because they have no
money, with the second most frequent response because the mother of the child does not allow visita-
tion.

In a study published in the Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare in June, 1996, fathers who do not
owe but do not pay financial child support, gave the following reasons for non-payment:

® 39 percent indicated they had no money

® 23 percent indicated the mother of the child would not allow visitation

® 14 percent did not have any control over how the money is spent

® 12 percent were not responsible for the children because they did not want to have a child and
the women were the ones who wanted to have a child

® 12 percent they said they were not the fathers of the children for whom child support was
sought.

The fathers surveyed were drawn from the non-custodial fathers who appeared before the court to response to a
summons from either the State’s Attorney’s office or from the Attorney General’s office for non-payment of child
support in six lllinois counties, from February 1994 to June 1994. 150 fathers agreed to participate in the survey;

13 refused.

Crime Related to Family Disintegration

Many Americans believe crime is a matter of black and white, blacks disproportion-
ately commit crimes, whites do not. Others say the roots of crime are economic, poor
people commit crimes, wealthier people do not. Still others say that crime is simply a
matter of location, location, location, city dwellers are more predisposed to criminality
than suburbanites or country folk, regardless of their color or relative financial status.

“They are all wrong,” states Patrick F. Fagan, a researcher at the Heritage Founda-
tion, in a review of academic studies into the causes of crime. He concludes that birth
outside marriage has emerged as the single most important factor fueling crime. More
daddies married to mommies—and not more prisons or cops or so-called ‘third strikes’-is
the solution to the nation’s crime problem.

“When one factors in family structure, it turns out that the absence of marriage, not
race, is the most important factor in explaining different crime rates. The rise in crime, in
other words, is tied to the disintegration of marriage...The widespread popular assump-
tion that there is an association between race and crime is false.”

See a synopsis of Fagan’s report in The Washington Post Qutlook Section, July 10, 1994.

Voluntary Agreements, Specific Visitation,
Joint Custody Recommended

The relationship between non-custodial parent involvement, children’s well-being, child support, and
custody arrangements will be enhanced if America supports the following approaches, according to a new
report based on Census Bureau data:

— Encouraging parents to establish child support agreements through a process of bargaining and mu-
tual agreement whenever feasible, rather than through litigation and court mandate, and providing services,
if needed, to assist in the process;

— Encouraging couples to specify visitation provisions in their agreements;

— Encouraging contact between non-resident fathers and their children, when feasible;

— Promoting joint custody arrangements.

Westat, Inc., Rockville, Maryland, a major national research organization, surveyed Census Bureau data, in their final
report issued August, 1996. The Westat researchers were Christine Winguist Nord and Nicholas Zill.

L
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Activities During
Visitation (Arkansas)

A non-custodial father may
properly be ordered to make sure
that his children attend Sunday
school and church while they are
with him, the Arkansas Court of
Appeals ruled on April 3. Among
other things, the father argued that
the order constituted an impermis-
sible encroachment on his visitation
rights, since it required him to com-
ply with activities instituted by the
custodial parent. However, the court
said that, in visitation issues, the pri-
mary consideration is what is in the
best interest of the children. The pur-
pose of the order was to ensure con-
sistency in the religious regimen set
by the mother, the court said.

[John v. Johns; Ark CtApp (en
banc); No. 95-92, 4/3/96]

Shared Custody (Iowa)

Divorced parents’ shared physi-
cal custody of their two children did
not warrant a deviation from the
Iowa child support guidelines, the
Iowa Court of Appeals held on April
23. The court said that, although the
parents had tailored their job sched-
ules to eliminate the need for a
babysitter, and the father exercised
more daily visitation than the typi-
cal non-custodial parent, he has few
overnight or prolonged visits. The
court also said that the father’s over-
time pay was properly considered in
adjusting his child support obliga-
tion, since he had supplemented his
income for four years with the over-
time.

[In re Reid; Iowa CtApp, No.
5-557/94-1664, 4/23/96]

College Expenses
(New Jersey)

A lower court could properly
end a divorced father’s obligation to
contribute to his daughter’s college
tuition, where the child and her
mother viewed him solely as a “wal-
let,” and did not consult him on the

In the Courts

girl’s education, the New Jersey Su-
perior Court, Appellate Division has
ruled. The father had “been cut out
of the picture,” and denied any op-
portunity to be involved in his
daughter’s college career, the court
said.

[Moss v. Nedas (Moss); NJ
SuperCt AppDiv, No. A-3238-94T5;
2/20/96, released 4/16/96]

Support of Unrelated

(E,Eild (Nebraska)

A man may have to support a
child born to his former wife as a
result of her adulterous relationship
with another man during the mar-
riage, the Nebraska Court of Appeals
said on February 27. The court said
that, for a year after the child was
born, and before the parents sepa-
rated, the ex-husband had acted as if
he were the child’s father, and thus
had acknowledged paternity for pur-
poses of liability for child support.
However, the Appeals Court said the
ex-husband was not provided with a
full and fair hearing in the lower
court proceedings. Thus, he still
could contest the issue of whether his
conduct was such as to lead to his
being determined to be liable for
child support for his ex-wife’s child.

[Quintela v. Quintela; Neb
CtApp, 4 Neb. App. 396, 2/27/96]

Father’s Rights in
Adoption (South
Dakota)

An unwed father lost his right
to challenge termination of his pa-
rental rights by waiting too long to
assert those rights, the South Dakota
Supreme Court ruled on March 27.
The court rejected the father’s argu-
ment that he should have an excep-
tion to the 60-day period, because he
did not find out that he was a father
until one month after the child had
been born, by which time the child
had already been placed with adop-
tive parents. The father also argued
for an exception on the basis that the

12
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mother lied to the state, saying that
the child’s father was unknown.
When a father does not know he is a
parent, the child should not be made
to suffer, and the state too had been
deceived by the mother, the court
said.

[In re Baby Boy K.; SD SupCt,
No 19158, 3/27/96]

Father’s Rights in
Adoption (Illinois)

A 19-year old Illinois man who
became a father as a result of his
statutory rape of a 15-year old girl
has no constitutionally protected in-
terest in the child, the U.S. Court of
Appeals ruled on May 21. The Ap-
peals Court agreed with a lower court
that the man may not proceed with
a damages claim against members of
the girl’s family and a state prosecu-
tor for conspiring to deprive him of
his parental rights. The girl had been
taken to another state, and the child
immediately placed for adoption
without the father’s consent. The
Appeals Court cited the
long-standing maxim that a criminal
should not profit from his crime.

[Pena v. Mattox; CA 7, No.
95-2053, 5/21/96]

Su Eort of Unrelated

8 ild (Arkansas)

A man who was determined not
to be the father of the child in ques-
tion was entitled to have his child
support obligation terminated, but
not to have a refund of the three
years worth of payments he had
made to the state before the deter-
mination was made, the Arkansas
Supreme Court held on February 12.

[Arkansas v. Phillippe; Ark
SupCt, No. 95-529, 2/12/96]

The cases above are summarized
Jfrom Family Law Reporter, and appear
here by permission from the publisher, The
Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.
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It was my son’s tenth birthday and the family had
gathered for a celebration. We looked like a normal
crew: mom, a dad, an older sister, grandparents. Re-
mains of chocolate marble cake and vanilla-bean ice
cream cluttered the table, balloons floated in the hall-
way, and gifts lay scattered among wrapping paper, rib-
bons, and bows. It was a fairly typical way to ring in
year number ten.

Except that this mom and dad were no longer mar-
ried, having switched from husband and wife to coparents
more than seven years before. And added to the mix of
celebrants was Dad’s significant other.”

The evening was an experiment—the first time that
I had mustered enough courage to include my ex-
husband’s girlfriend in the festivities. Although she and
my ex weren’t married or sharing a house, this was a
woman who spent a lot of time with my children. Trans-
lated, this was a woman who, through absolutely no
effort of her own, drummed up a fair amount of emo-
tion in me.

It wasn’t easy to accept another woman having such
a large role in my children’s lives. She went on picnics
with them, took them to movies, fairs, and museums,
shared tender memories with them from which I was
excluded. My daughter, Sarah, told her secrets; my son,
Adam, drew pictures for her. She, in turn, bought them
scented bubble bath and X-Men T-shirts.

At first, it hurt. I resented her presence at school
concerts and gymnastics events. I felt uneasy at Little
League games, where I would give a nod and a smile
before inching my way down the bleachers or burying
my nose in a book.

Shades of acceptance began to settle in when I read
a book about divorce, particularly a chapter about the
ex-spouse’s mate. Take a look at the people in your

f;

5 they care about your kids? If the an-
g er it yes, then be happy. The more
eople your children have to love
lhem, the better off they will be.

The Birthdasy Present

An extended family learns that acceptance is a gift from the heart
By Kathryn Gibson

With those thoughts in mind, it was time to suck in
my ego and take the next step, “Would the two of you
like to join us for Adam’s birthday?”

I went into a frenzy of housecleaning. I baked,
polished, and scrubbed, attacked the cobwebs behind
the couch, and checked the glasses for spots.

Finally, I was ready. The food was superb, the birth-
day boy charming, the grandmother a delight with funny
stories.

As the evening progressed, a cluster of nervous
adults melted into a festive family group, and I came to
see that my definition of family had changed. If there’s
love, community, and encouragement, why should the
shape matter?

As for making room for another woman in my
children’s lives, it’s natural to want to keep an eye on
their love, to feel stabs of envy and possessiveness. But
kids are smarter than we think. They’re not quick to
switch allegiance or cast off parental love. Their hearts
have ample space—more love will fit if it is offered.

Partying together isn’t the norm for many divorced
families, nor does it have to be. Two-house families need
boundaries, but more than several years into our divorce,
a birthday felt like a good time to extend the family circle.

At the end of the evening, I proclaimed the party a
success. Three days later, a note arrived in the mail.
“Thanks for including me” my ex-husband’s girlfriend
wrote. “I'll admit to being a bit apprehensive, but you
pulled it off.”

No, I thought. We pulled it off. That night, every
adult had turned inward stress into outward grace. What
more could we have given the birthday boy? It was a
perfect gift.

Reproduced with permission from the author. Kathryn
Gibson is a previous “Best in Media” award winner from CRC
for her 1990 pro-joint custody article entitled “Not Mother’s
Rights, Nor Father’s Rights, but Family Rights”. Kathryn is
developing parenting education programs in Allegheny and
Cumberland counties, and is the previous Pennsylvania state
CRC coordinator. )

Share Experience With Author
For a book he is writing, Serge Prengel, CRC coordinator in New York City, would like people to
contact him who have used the experiences of divorce and being the non-custodial parent to become
better parents and better people; for inclusion in a book he is writing called “The 12 Steps for Divorced
Fathers.” The experiences of mothers without custody are just as interesting, and will be included in the

book, said Prengel. The book in progress can be seen on the internet at http://www.spacelab.net/ ~mis-
sion/12stepdad.html. Or phone Prengel at 212-337-3737.
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Stronger Shared
Parenting in Florida

A new Florida law says judges
must order make-up of visitation
to protect the
child’s relation-
ship with both
parents and
grandparents.

The law,
which took effect
in July, 1996, also
provides other
remedies judges may impose to pro-
tect access (visitation) rights, includ-
ing the option of “rotating custody
(joint custody) to the other parent.

The other options that a judge
may use when visitation is denied
“without justification” are to require
the custodial parent to:

pay reasonable court costs and
attorneys fees to the parent or grand-
parent who is denied visitation;

attend parenting courses;

participate in community ser-
vice;

bear the financial burden of
promoting frequent and continuing
contact with the child when the child
lives more than 60 miles from the
non-custodial parent;

any other reasonable sanction
as a result of non-compliance.

The new law also makes clear
that overnights with the child may
not be denied to a parent solely be-
cause of the age or sex of the child.

Kline

“This new law gives the judges
the responsibility and the tools to
prevent the custodial parent from
denying visitation,” said Kris Kline,
CRC Florida coordinator.

Florida has long had a pre-
sumption for “shared parenting”
(joint custody), but there have been
complaints that a judge could order
a modest amount of access between
the child and parent, and then there
is no basis for an appeal, because the
parent has indeed received a “share”
of access to the child. The amount
of time would be very limited, but it
would be a “share.”

“This new law will substantially
strengthen the provisions for a
meaningfu] sharing of custody and
access to child,” said Kline.

She credits Tim Taylor, a di-
vorced father who lives in Sarasota,
for his efforts with her to get the bill
passed. Kline says Taylor is “one of
those little angels on earth” who goes
to live in Tallahassee for the entire
two-month Spring session of the leg-
islature each year, for the sole pur-
pose of advocating for the rights of
children of divorce. “Tim knows ev-
ery legislator by name,” says Kline.

On another front, Kline’s book
“For the Sake of the Children,” pub-
lished in 1993, will be featured in
Family Circle magazine, January
1997 issue. (The book is available
through CRC).

CRC Guideline Available

Copies of the model child sup-
port guideline prepared by CRC that
is based on a child having two parents
are still available from the federal gov-
ernment.

This is the first time that the fed-
eral government has ever distributed
a guideline that takes into account the
direct expenditures on a child by the
non-custodial parent. .

To obtain a copy of the federal

publication, phone (202) 401-9383,
which is the Office of Child Support
Enforcement’s Child Support Refer-
ence Center, located at 370 LEnfant
Promenade SW, Washington, D.C.
20447. There is no charge for the pub-

lication, entitled “Child Support’

Guidelines: The Next Generation”, as
long as supplies last.

Copies of the guideline itself as
published by the government are avail-
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Alabama
Law Provides Option

for Joint Custody

A new law in Alabama provides
an option for joint custody. Previ-
ously, there was
case law in Ala-
bama that allowed
judges to give joint
custody, but no
statute authorized
it. Thus, some
judges felt they did
not have authority
to grant joint custody, said E. D. Wil-
son, CRC Alabama coordinator.

Wilson said his group would
have preferred a presumption of joint
custody, but that he hoped there will
be more frequent joint custody un-
der the statute than was before.

“The statute allows joint legal
and physical custody”, says Wilson.

The new law also codifies fed-
eral regulations which require
schools that receive federal funds to
make school records (academic and
medical records) available to non-
custodial parents.

The new law is in Alabama
Code 30-3, and takes effect January
1, 1997.

Super Blue

Green Algae
Eat it - get healthy
Share it - get wealthy
For free information, call
1-800-659-8055 ext.11101

able from CRC for $5.00 for CRC
members, and $10.00 for non-mem-
bers, including shipping and handling.

If you would like to contact Don
Bieniewicz, author of the guideline, for
his assistance in getting this guideline
adopted in the states, write him at
10004 Fairoaks Road, Vienna, VA
22181, send email to
DonBien@erols.com or phone 703-
255-0837 (evenings).
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CRC Conference Held in Atlanta

Here is more news from CRC’s 10th national conference held April 24-28, 1996 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel

in Atlanta, Georgia.

Tapes of conference talks and discussions are available (see full page ad for these tapes elsewhere in this
newsletter). Some of those talks are highlighted below.
More 1996 Conference news will be in our next issue of this newsletter.

Some Conference Highlights

Financial Child
Support Guidelines

In a panel on financial child
support, Don Bieniewicz, the princi-
pal author of the
CRC guideline
published by the
federal govern-
ment, spoke on
ways to improve
state child support
guidelines.

He offered
the following suggestions on how ac-
tivists can be most productive in their
efforts to improve the guideline in
their state:

* Identify the parties who can
change the guideline and to whom
your efforts must ultimately be di-
rected. In some states, this is the leg-
islature; in others, it is the judiciary.
A special legislative panel or task
force may be the key audience;

* Become part of the key au-
dience, i.e., get yourself or those rep-
resenting your views appointed or
elected to positions with some say
over your state’s guideline;

Identify early the available
forums to educate the key audience
about problems with the guideline;

* Recognize that the audience
members each have their own goals
and concerns. Speak to these con-
cerns. Be careful to protect the egos
of the audience. They are important
people and need to be treated with
respect;

+ Present facts and evidence,
not opinions, about the guideline.

Bienicwi

This is best done by bringing in le-
gal and technical experts to point out
specific errors in the guideline and
provide clear and simple corrections.
If possible, get the audience to pay
to bring in these experts, which will
improve their standing. This was
done in the states of Virginia and
New Jersey.

Coordinate efforts to im-
prove state guidelines on an inter-
state basis.

‘When People Know

Better They Do Better

When better know better, they
do better. This simple statement
speaks volumes on
what we can do to
improve the state
of family life to-
day, says A. Jayne
Major, Ph.D., the
founder of The
Parent Connec-
tion, Inc. in Los

Major

Angeles.

Major, the author of “Break-
through Parenting,” said we expect
people to use knowledge and skills
that they have never been taught.
When they fail in the most impor-
tant relationships they ever have—
their families, we blame them for not
making better choices.

We now know that the whole
dynamic of what will optimize rela-
tionships has radically changed from
what our parents and grandparents
knew. Yet most people parent their
children and treat their spouse with
outdated methods that create pure

misery. This is a tragedy.

When parents attend a mere 10
classes of advanced parenting skills,
Major says they report miraculous
results in gaining cooperation with
their children, significant others and
people at work.

She gives three ideas that will
revolutionize all relationships:

+ Catch Them Being Good!
Everyone wears a badge on their
forehead that says “Make me feel
important.” Children beam with hap-
piness when their parents go out of
their way to “catch them” succeed-
ing. So will all of the other people
in your life.

* own responsibility for your
feelings. No one controls your emo-
tions but you. If you are mad, sad,
glad or happy, it is because you
make yourself so. Relationships are
cleaner when people stop blaming
others for how they feel.

* the absolute killer of the
Good Life is negativity. Learn how
to clean your thoughts every day, just
like you clean you body. Practice
affirmations: This is working. I am
safe. Things are getting better.

It is phenomenal how fast you
can get to breakthrough by training
yourself to be a positive thinker.

These are the kinds of skills and
knowledge taught in advanced
parenting classes. Parent education
is the most efficient, cost-effective
way we have of stabilizing the Ameri-
can family. When people know bet-
ter, they do better. It is as simple as
that!

Change of Address

To keep newsletters and other materials coming, please notify CRC three weeks in advance of any address change. Send old
and new addresses to CRC, 220 “I” Street N.W., Suite 140, Washington, DC 20002.
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Oregon Reforming its
Divorce System
Oregon is drawing upon the

best resources throughout the coun-
try to create a model for parents who
divorce. A 12-member broadly-rep-
resentative Task Force appointed by
the governor issued a status report
in May, 1996.

The goal of the reform, the re-
port said, is “to create a more civi-
lized and constructive process for
divorce—one that would put children
first, provide families with choices
before they make a decision to di-
vorce, and redirect human services

Around the Country

to intervention and prevention,
rather than supporting the victims of
the current process. Unlike the cur-
rent system, it would avoid needless
conflict, encourage problem-solving,
force participants to act responsibly
and shield both them and their chil-
dren from lasting emotional damage.
The report further states that
the goal is to create for Oregon “the
most innovative and family-friendly
dispute resolution system in the
world.”
The Task Force is considering
recommending such things as:
school-curriculum (e.g., con-
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Children’s Day June 1, 1997
For several years, CRC has observed that although many people have
talked of the need for the U.S. to declare a national children’s day, no such day
has ever been officially declared. CRC is, accordingly, issuing the following

proclamation.

PROCLAMATION
Whereas more than 100 countries around the world celebrate a
national holiday known as “Children’s Day,” but the United States
does not have such a holiday, and
Whereas many churches in the United States already sponsor
“Children’s Day” observations on the first or second Sunday in

Whereas the first or second Sunday in June is nestled between
mother’s day and father’s day, where a children’s day ought to
be, because of the importance of family, and

Whereas every day is children’s day, just as every day is mother’s
day and father’s day, there should be a special day to celebrate
children, and the enormous contribution they make to our lives,
and

Whereas children are our most precious resource, deserving and
needing of our love and care, and

Whereas children need the emotional and financial support of
their parents, and the caring resources of our communities,
schools, and neighborhoods,

We Hereby Declare the first Sunday in June as national
children’s day. In 1997, that day falls on June 1.

To Celebrate Children’s Day, we urge all readers of this proc-
lamation to hold parties, parades, observations, children’s activi-
ties, family celebrations, and church and synagogue activities on
behalf of children on the first Sunday in June.
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flict resolution and family life skills);

+ community family resource
centers (including a divorce-family
conflict component)

+ Family Courts, mediation,
parent education, and access/visita-
tion enforcement.

The 12 volunteers on the Task
Force include lawyers, mediators,
clergy, judges, community leaders
and consumers. One of the members
is Hugh Mclsaac, who heads the
Multnomah County (Portland) Or-
egon Court Services program.
Mclsaac previously ran the Los An-
geles County Court Services pro-
gram, the largest in the nation.

To make suggestions, contact
the Oregon Task Force on Family
Law, 1021 SW Fourth Avenue, Suite
350, Portland, OR 97204, telephone
503-274-9890.

IT LOOKS LIKE ANY
OTHER CREDIT CARD TO
YOU, BUT IT'S A DONA-

TION FOR CRC EVERY

TIME YOU USE IT!
INTRODUCING THE CRC GOLD
CARD and PREFERRED CARD

FROM MBNA

Every time you use your CRC VISA card,
CRC will receive a contribution at no
additional charge to you! Apply today
and help CRC! [f you're going to carry a
card, why not carry a CRC card?

Call or Fax CRC for information.
Phone: (202) 547-6227
Fax: (202) 546-4272
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Stabenow Elected

Debbie Stabenow, a former
advisor to CRC, has been elected to
Congress from
Michigan’s eighth
district. Stabenow,
a democrat, de-
feated first time in-
cumbent Dick
Chrysler, Republi-
can, in a battle in
which environ-
mental and labor groups backed
Stabenow.

Stabenow, a member of the
Michigan legislature from 1980 to
1993, led the effort in the early 1980’s
to broaden the Michigan “Friend of
the Court”: to give equal weight to
informal resolution of access/visita-
tion complaints, just as staff works
to resolve financial child support
complaints.

In 1988, CRC convinced Con-
gress, after three years of effort, to
fund access/visitation demonstration
grants as part of the Family Support
Act, “We were able to tell
Congressmembers that Michigan
collected $8.33 in child support for
every dollar spent to collect, the high-
est ratio in the country,” said CRC
President David L. Levy

“Debbie Stabenow sent letters
to Congress, which CRC distributed
on the Hill, crediting Michigan’s bal-
anced family law legislation and the
balanced ‘Friend of the Court’, for
Michigan’s high child support collec-
tion rate,” said Levy.

“This connection between ac-
cess and higher support collection
was the single most influential factor
in Congress deciding to spend fed-
eral dollars for the first time in his-
tory on access/visitation.”

The system in Michigan is far
from perfect, Levy acknowledged,
but it is the only state that has as its
policy the informal resolution of both
financial and emotional child support
issues.

Stabenow
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Inside CRC

" Anderson New
Advisor

CRC’s newest advisor is Frank
Anderson, newly elected president of
Parents Without
Partners, Interna-
tional (PWP).

Anderson,
who lives in Re-
vere, Massachu-
setts, just outside
Boston, has long
been involved in
advocacy and education efforts on
behalf of children and families.
Anderson and CRC President David
L. Levy have together made several
visits to government officials in
Washington over the past several
years to talk about family issues.

Anderson

Because PWP is afﬁhated with
CRC, PWP’s president automatically
becomes an advisor to CRC. Ander-
son succeeds previous PWP Presi-
dent and CRC Advisor Linda
Napolitano.

“We look forward to continued
cooperation with CRC to protect the
rights of children and all parents,”
said Anderson.

PWP, a support group for single
parents, has about 80,000 members
worldwide, and chapters in 50 states
and affiliates in Canada.

Anderson was elected to a two-
year term as president at PWP’s 39th
national conference in Dearborn,
Michigan in July, 1996. PWP’s main
office is in Chicago, Illinois.

Intellectual Property
Protection

Charlie Ruggiero, who obtained
trademark protection for the name and
logo “Children’s Rights Council” and the
name and logo for our newsletter “Speak
Out for Children” is a specialist in trade-
mark, patent, copyright, and licensing law.
He is a partner in the law firm of Ohlandt,
Greeley and Ruggiero, 1 Landmark
Square, Suite 903, Stamford, CT 06901,
telephone (203) 327-6067.

Donors are
Appreciated

CRC thanks everyone who contrib-
uted to CRC in the charity drive that took
place in all federal government offices in
the Fall of 1996.

CRC is listed as number 1513 in the
Children’s Charities of America listing,
which is part of the Independent Charities
of America. We also thank those who con-
tribute to CRC in the Washington, D.C.,

and San Francisco (Bay Area) United Way

campaigns.

We also thank those who contribute
to CRC through their United Way in some
other part of the country, where we are not
listed, but where employers may some-
times allow employees to designate CRC.

CRC also appreciates all those who

contribute to CRC through the Global
Focus credit card campaign run by MBNA
America Bank, in Newark, Delaware. CRC
depends on volunteer help and contribu-
tions for its existence.

If you wish to make your tax-deduct-
ible contribution direct to CRC, send it to
CRC, 220 I Street, Suite 140, Washington,
D.C. 20002.

CRC on Internet

Interest in CRC on the Internet is
growing. Bruce Kaskubar, CRC coordina-
tor in Minnesota has placed CRC on the
Internet Worldwide Web. For those of you
with a browser, the home page’s URL is
http://www.vix.com/crc¢/abouterc.htm.
Bruce would like to field questions from
individuals, as well as members of other
groups who are interested in CRC.

Beat the Tax Man:
Contribute to CRC

If you wish to consider leaving a be-
quest or property to CRC, please let CRC
know of your generosity.

Contact your accountant or tax ad-
visor on the best way to structure any such
bequest.

Or contact CRC, and we can sug-
gest an accountant or tax advisor to assist
you.
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National Affiliate Organizations and Chapters

National Affiliate
Organizations

Mothers Without Custody
(MW/OC)

Jennifer Isham, president

P.O. Box 27417

Houston, TX 77227-7418

Joint membership in MW/

OC and CRC: $35.00 a year

Parents Without Partners
(PWP)

Frank Anderson, president

401 N. Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL 60611

312-644-6610

Members of PWP join CRC

for only $20.00 a year.

Stepfamily Association of
America (SAA)
Judith L. Bauersfeld, Ph.D.,

president

215 Centennial Mall South,
Suite 212

Lincoln, Nebraska 66505
(402) 477-7837

Joint membership in SAA and
CRC: $35.00 for the first year
TELL THE ABOVE ORGA-
NIZATION THAT YOU
WANT A JOINT MEM-
BERSHIP IN THEIR
GROUP AND IN CRC

CRC Chapters

CRC of Japan
Walter Benda
P.O. Box 583
Max Meadows, VA 24360
(540) 637-3799
and
Brian Thomas
2-3-3-5418 Otemachi
Chiyoda-Ku
Tokyo, Japan 10031
01181334351470 or
01181353174371

Alabama
E.D. Wilson, coordinator
CRC of Alabama
12890 Dixie Road
Fairhope, AL 36532
(334) 928-0464

Alaska
Diana Buffington
CRC of Alaska
317 Maple
Kodiak, AK 99615
(907) 486-2290

Arkansas
Dwayne Hall, coordinator
CRC of Arkansas
505 E. 25th St.
Texarkana, AR 75502
(501) 772-6383

California
Patricia Gehlen, coordinator
(916) 635-2590

CRC of California, Sacra-
mento chapter

P.O. Box 60811

Sacramento, CA 95860-0811
Tel: (916) 488-KIDS

Fax: (916) 441-2024

E-mail: acw@ix.netcom.com

Regional chapters
and directors

Los Angeles, Keith Fagan

(818) 705-4752

Placer annd Nevada counties
John Costello

(916) 489-3482

Riverside, Ted Hill

(909) 682-8343

Solano, Ivy Walker

(707) 451-7481

Yolo, Kitty Jackson

(916) 753-8867

Colorado
Mark Entrekin, coordinator
CRC of Colorado
3150 Teardrop Circle
Colorado Springs, CO 80917-
3318
(719) 597-6275, fax -2218

Delaware
James A. Morning, president
CRC of Delaware
P.O. Box 1311
Dover, DE 19901
(302) 734-8522

District of Columbia
Frank W. Banner, Jr.,
Coordinator
CRC of D.C.

P.O. Box 77086
Washington, D.C. 20013-7089
(301) 369-6617

Florida
Kris Kline, coordinator
CRC of Florida
355 Shore Drive
Ellenton, FL 34222
Tel: (941) 722-8688
Fax: (941) 620-9068

Georgia
Harry A. Prillaman, coordina-
tor
CRC of Georgia
1645 Williams Drive
Marietta, GA 30066
(770) 425-1395

Nlinois
Terry Cady, coordinator
CRC of Illinois
905 Wayne Avenue
Deerfield, IL 60015
(847) 374-9889

Indiana
David Dinn, coordinator
CRC of Indiana
2625 N. Meridian, Suite 202
Indianapolis, IN 46208-7703
(317) 925-5433

Grandparent Rights in
New Strength (G.R.LN.S.)
Kay and Ray Berryhill, co-di-

rectors

0689 CR 5

Corunna, Indiana 46730
(219) 281-2384

Iowa - See Nebraska/
Iowa

Kansas/Missouri
For chapter information,
contact national CRC office
(202) 547-6227

Kentucky
Kevin O’Brien
CRC of Kentucky
P.O. Box 76266
Highland Heights, KY 41067
(513) 624-7223

Louisiana
Nancy Haber, L.P.N.
CRC of Louisiana
P.O. Box 742
Farmerville, LA 71241
(318) 338-0003

Maryland
Harvey Walden, coordinator
CRC of Maryland
417 Pershing Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20910-

4254
{301) 588-0262

Massachusetts
Ted Ell, president
CRC of Cape Cod
1 Emily’s Lane
Sandwich, MA 02563-2794
Tel: (508) 420-1701
Fax: (508) 428-5976

Richard Covino, chairperson
CRC of Boston

31 North Street

Hanover, MA 02339

(617) 871-7861

George Kelly, chairman
Concerned Fathers of Massa-
chusetts, Inc.

P.O. Box 2768

Springfield, MA 01101-2768
Tel: (413) 736-7432

Fax: (413) 732-3867

Michigan
Barbara Toth, coordinator
CRC of Michigan
P.O. Box 653
Edmore, M1 48829-0653
(517) 427-5774

Minnesota
Bruce Kaskubar, coordinator
CRC of Minnesota
P.O. Box 294
Rochester, MN 55903-0294
Email:BruceK@deskmedea.com
Tel: (507) 289-6221

Nebraska/Iowa

Lyn and William Huerter, co-

ordinators

Mike Hyland, president
CRC of Nebraska

P.O. Box 37387
Omabha, NE 68137-5387
(402) 330-3353

New Jersey
Dominick Romano, president
New Jersey Council for
Children’s Rights
(NJCCR)

P.O. Box 316
Pluckemin, NJ 07978-0316
(201) 694-9323

New York
Kim Boedecker-Frey, coordi-
nator
CRC of New York
231 Main Street, Suite 1
Vestal, NY 13850
(607) 785-9338

Serge Prengel, president
CRC of New York City
c/o Mission Advertising
27 W. 24th St., #603
New York, NY 10010
(212) 431-7724

North Carolina
Angie Lapish, coordinator
CRC of North Carolina
P.O. Box 304
Hickory, NC 28603
(704) 466-2119
business 704-431-4334

Ohio
Margaret Wuwert, coordina-
tor
CRC of Ohio
2745 Sagamore Road
Toledo, OH 43606-4009
(419) 472-1471

Kevin O’Brien, director
P.O. Box 8805
Cincinnati, OH 45208
Tel: (513) 624-7223

Oregon
Roy Nolan, coordinator

CRC of Oregon

P.O. Box 2095
Portland, Oregon 97208
(503) 232-8630

Pennsylvania
For chapter information,
contact national CRC office
(202) 547-6227

Tennessee
David Courson, coordinator
CRC of Tennessee
5914 Charlotte Avenue
Nashville, TN 37209
(615) 327-8667

Texas
Children’s Rights Coalition
(Affiliate)

P.O. Box 12961

Capitol Station

Austin, TX 78711-2961
(512) 499-8CRC, fax -8056

Vermont
Laurie Casey, coordinator
CRC of Vermont
P.O. Box 81
Moriah Center, NY 12961
phone and fax (518) 942-3366

Virginia

Cindy Ewing, coordinator
(804) 543-5993

John Vaughan, president
CRC of Virginia, Tidewater
chapter

P.O. Box 61245

Virginia Beach, VA 23462
(804) 463-KIDS

Murray Steinberg, president
CRC of Virginia, Richmond
chapter

10210 Pepperhill Lane
Richmond, VA 23233-3835
(804) 740-9889

Paul Robinson, president
Fathers United for Equal
Rights and Women’s Coali-
tion

P.O. Box 1323

Arlington, VA 22210-1323
(703) 451-8580

For development of chapters in states:

* west of the Mississippi that do not yet have any CRC chapters,
contact national CRC office at (202) 547-6227

* east of the Mississippi that do not yet have CRC chapters,
contact state chapter development coordinator Michael Ewing,
3029 Yakima Road, Chesapeake, VA 23325, phone (804) 543-

5993, fax (804) 543-1261.

Ask Michael Ewing or CRC for a copy of the 100-page CRC
booklet that explains everything you need to know about affilia-
tion. Enclose $15.00 for photocopying and postage.

To form additional chapters in states that already have one or
more chapters, contact the state coordinator or existing state chap-

Will Brown, president Missouri - see Kansas/ terhead listed above.
Missouri
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Thank YOU., COIltI'iblltOl' S!We wish to thank those who have joined, renewed

their membership, contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from CRC from May 1, 1996 through September 30,
1996. * Denotes life members of CRC (financial contributions totaling $500 or more).

Shafique Ahmad Anne & Paul Clements Jim Hardesty Hugh McIsaac S Richard Sauber
Bill Amato John/Marilyn Cook Bill Hart Deanne Mechling Paul Schapiro
Bryon/Roxann Antes Tammy Coryell Kathleen Hart Nesro & Lori Mesli Jeff Seat

Frank Arbusto Mark Crawford Richard Hart Mike Metivier Michael Shearin
Orhan Arkan Stewart Crick Sue Hathorn Stephen Metzger Walter Sheffield
Evan Ash Albert Currie Steven Henderson Susan Miller John Siegmund
Kevin Baggett Thomas Curtis Donnie Higgenbotham Paul Mitchell Tan Simpson

Gail Ballard Maureen Dabbagh John Horst Joyce Monac Susan Skedd
Patricia Barron Louis Jean Denis Tim Howe Patricia Murphy Kenneth Skilling
Richard/Mart Barry David Dinn Richard Huston Roger Nunkester George Smirnoff
Jeffrey Behrendt Wiley Dobbs Kevin Ignasiak Ray O’Connor Gerald Solomon
Peter/Robin Benda James Doctson Edward Jackson Ann Ollinger Tammy Soules
Clifford Berg Herb & Cindy Doty Betty Arlene James Judy Osborn Robert Stien
Richard Bienick Diann Drummond Charles Jamieson Bob Owen John Talerico

* Don Bieniewicz Robert/Barbara Duffy Loral Johnson Mark Parece Charles Talley
Amelia Bland Martha Dygert Robert Johnson Michael Patterson Philip Thommen
Jim Bohnenkamp Ted Ell Dennis Jones William Paull Andrea Thompson
Jerry Bolnick Michael Ellis Steve Jones Boomie Pedersen John Thompson
Michael Bongionri Duane Estes Jim Kastama Monty Pendell Michael Tighe
Bonnie Bowen Max Etienne John & Carol Keane Michael Pepper Barbara Toth

Herb & Carla Bray L Evans Nancy Kellogg Susan Picado William Toto
Mary Broomall Kenneth Ferguson Maureen Kiely Emanuel Plesent Ann Troy

Ron Brotherton Margart Fisher Brian King Mark Podolner Jacqueline Turner
Mike Brown Peter Fisher Bill Kipp * Abe Pollin Charles/Shar VanDusen
David Bruer Susan Fittipaldi Kirk Kitchin Arthur Popp Rich VanHeynigen
Lana Bugaiski Catherine Flores Arthur Klein Kenneth Presting Jose Vazquez
Cecelia Burke Diane Foley Thomas Kryzwick Elinor Priesman Thomas Waldrep
Aza Butler Robert Garrity Meg Fortino L J Russell David Pruden Fred Wall

Thomas Cabot Lawrence Gaughan Alice Anne Larsen Kyle Pruett Donald Webb
Mark Cadrette Bruce Gillman Ralph Logan V Rajan Esther Wender

J Peter Cary Harriet Gold Cabelly John Lord Booker Rinder Michelle Wilkerson
Lawrence Cheskin Henrietta Goolsby Ann Marini Susan Rosebro Jamie Williams

R Church Steve Greenspan Tracie Maxwell-Certain Lois Sanborn Rod Williams
Jim/Christin Churchhill Jacques David Hancock Paul McCauley James Sanders Atsushi Yano
Joseph Civisca Charles Hankins Patrick McGuire Mariano Santoloci Rusty Young

Order CRC Book and Make Money!

Q

Help Us Help Youl

CRC needs equipment:
*computers

% typewriters

% photocopy machines

% other office equipment

CRC needs volunteers to:
%*do filing

% answer the phone

% work with celebrities

% work on the internet

% advocacy

% information

*fund-raising

%* what else would you like to do?

Contact the national office or the chapter
nearest you to ask about their needs.

Thank you.

Page 18 Speak Out For Children

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Fall 1996/Winter 1997

CRC is offering bulk copies of the now
out-of-print CRC Book “The Best Parent is Both

Parents,” at a discount.

Order bulk copies
(10 or more) of the book
Is for only $4 a copy, resell
the copies for the list price
of $10 each, and make a
profit for you or your or-
ganization! If you order 10
copies, you or your orga-
nization can make $60. Order 20, 50, or 100
copies, and the profit can be $120, $300, or
$600, respectively.

This offer is good as long as supplies last.

You can also give copies to judges,
policymakers, and others to help educate them
on the issues of concern to you and CRC.

“This book will be of interest for several
years to come, so | urge everyone to stock up
now!" said CRC activist John Siegmund.

e VTN LT
S el
saned vy Dovid L Levy

Send checks to CRC, and copies will be
mailed to you. For orders of 20 copies or less,
add $5 for shipping (to one address). For or-
ders of more than 20 copies, shipping cost is
included.

Individual copies will continue to be avail-
able from CRC for $10 each, plus $3 for post-
age, as long as supplies last.

The 157-page book offers tips to par-
ents and professionals on how to maintain in-
volvement by both parents in the event of di-
vorce.

All orders should be addressed to CRC,
9290 | Street N.E., Suite 140, Washington,
D.C. 20002.

If you would like copies (individual or
bulk order) autographed by the book’s editor,
David L. Levy, just state to whom you would
like it autographed (yourself, perhaps your chil-
dren—give their names) and your autographed
copy will be sent to you.
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Here are some SPECIAL ADDITIONS to the The CRC Catalog lists more than 100 books, writ-

Children’s Rj_ghts Council |ten reports, audio-cassettes, model bills, and gifts for
children. Members can receive additional free copies

7997 of the catalog by contacting CRC. Non-members can
CATALOG OF RESOURCES order one for $1. write to: CRC, 220 I Street, NE,
for parents and professionals |Suite 140, Washington, DC 20002-4362.

Putting Kids First Order Form
By Michael L. Oddenino |Title
CRC’s General Counsel Title
Title Total
The book offers a children’s Bill of CRC Members Deduct 10%
Rights, a sample Custody Agreement, and Total
Ten Suggestions for keeping kids out of post-divorce conflicts. S/H $3.00 first item
A must for people interested in child and family welfare! $1.00 each addtl. item
153 pages, illustrated, hardback, $16.95 Total enclosed
or MC, Visa, Amex
And also order the book entitled Healing Hearts, by #
Elizabeth Hickey, M.S.WW. and Elizabeth Dalton, ].D. exp. date
$19.95 Send to:
CRC Books,
The Parental Alienation Syndrome, 320 I lsigeﬂ N.E.
. uite
by Richard A. Gardner, M.D., Washington, D.C. 20002
348 pages, $30.00 hardback. or phone your order to CRC: 202/547-6227
Healing from Divorce:
Publisher Close-Out Healing Wounded Hearts
The CRC Book —“The Best Parent is Both Parents” by Elizabeth Hickey
As long as supplies last! A new video designed to stimulate communica-
Bulk copies for $4 each. Sell them for $10| tion between divorced parent and child. Meant to be
and make a profit. Send check to CRC watched in the privacy of your own home. About 50
’ ' minutes. $19.95
Order: .
A Hole in My Heart NeW CRC :!)ireCtOI_'y .
By Claire Berman, 286 pages, softback, $10.00 The 6th edition of CRC’s “Parenting International
Fathers Rights Directory” is now available. The directory lists about

The Source B}“Zk fC°r Pe‘;';‘(;g “’i“‘:‘z Ehildsf;ggm System 11,200 organizations in the U.S. and abroad involved in
ohn Conine, es, hardback, $19. . . . . .
By o BlanI:ZgMe, Daddy custod); reform, mediation, parenting, and financial child
: . support.
False A tions of Child Sexual Ab
o focations o e ' Order your copy of the sixth edition in hardcopy
By Dean Tong, 214 pages, softback, $12.00 . v . . .
or on disc. IBM 3 1/2” HD disc will be provided unless
5 1/4” HD or DD disc is specifically requested.
The price is $12.00 for CRC members, and $15.00

for non-members.

Leslee Newman, an attorney in California

who has expertise in move-away issues, will give a » ) _
free 15 to 30 minute consultation to CRC members Send any additions, corrections or deletions for the

on move-away issues. Phone Leslee Newman at Directory to Paul Robinson, 3702 Melrose Avenue,
(714)282-1515 Forestville, MD 20747, or by fax (301) 568-5812. Paul
Robinson helped to prepare the directory for CRC.
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Y




A NON-PROFIT, TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION STRENGTHENING FAMILIES
AND ASSISTING CHILDREN OF SEPARATION AND DIVORCE

Chiben's Rishts Guieil- 353

F’(ﬁ, B

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Washington, D.C.
Permit #881

220 I Street NE ¢ Suite 140 * Washington, DC 20002
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Forwarding and Return Postage Guaranteed

Yes! I want to join CRC! Contact and join

Rishts Gure- €

a CRC Chapter if one exists in your state (See list
age on 17). Or send this form tothe address below.
ither way, you will receive a New Member Packet.

Your membership contribution is TAX-DEDUCT-

IBLE.

LINew Member, $35 URenewal, $35

L Sustaining Member, $60  (Sponsor, $125

DISTRIBUTED BY:

ULife Member, $500 W Other, $
Benefits Include:
Name: * Quarterly Newsletter
* “Best Parent...”
Bumper Sticker
Address: ¢ Copy of last National
Conference Proceed-
Stve . . ings
City State: ZIP: * FREE telephone con-
versation with a nation-
Home Phone: Alt. Phone: ally recognized expert

Send Application & Contribution to: CRC+220 I Street, NE+Suite 140*Washington, DC 20002
Call 202/547-6227 to charge your membership to VISA/Mastercard or AMEX

on Move-Away issues!
* Much, much more!

Bulk copies of this newsletter are available (20 for $20, 50 for $40, and 100 for $75) for distribution
to policy makers, judges, and interested persons in your state. Send order to CRC
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Access/Visitation Funds Available Soon

The first $10 million in access/visita-
tion grants to the states provided by the
welfare reform law should be available for
distribution to the states before October 1,
1997, according to federal officials.

Another $10 million in access grant
money will be available to the states for the
next fiscal year that begins October 1, 1997

Each state is to receive at least $50,000
this fiscal year, and at least $100,000 a year
after that “to establish and administer pro-
grams to support and facilitate non-custo-
dial parents access to and visitation of their
children, by means of activities including
mediation (both voluntary and mandatory),
counseling, education, development of
parenting plans, visitation enforcement (in-
cluding monitoring, supervision and neutral
drop-off and pickup) and development of
guidelines for visitation and alternative cus-
tody arrangements.”

The provision states that states may
contract with courts, local public agencies,
or nonprofit private entities to run these ac-
cess/visitation programs.

The access/visitation grants will last for
at least six years, according to Congressional
sources.

David Gray Ross, head of the federal
Office of Child Support Enforcement
(OCSE) that will be administering the grants,
held an unprecedented nationwide audio
and video hookup in January 1997 of cus-
tody reform advocates who favor greater

emphasis on access/visitation. Advocates
were invited to Ross’s Washington, D.C,,
office and 10 regional offices of OCSE
around the country where, despite some
audio and video technical problems, they
provided input into how the government
should prepare the regulations that are re-
quired for implementation of the grants.

The advocates spoke about the need
for greater emphasis on access/visitation is-
sues, and the problems that exist for mil-
lions of children and families in normaliz-
ing child-parent access in the event of di-
vorce.

“We compliment Judge Ross for seek-
ing input before the regulations were drawn
up, instead of the usual
government process of
waiting until after the ini-
tial draft is prepared, by
which time it is often too
late to have meaningful
input,” said Margaret
Wuwert, CRC Ohio coor-
dinator, who flew to
Washington, D.C, for the meeting.

David Arnaudo, project officer for
OCSE, who is helping to prepare the regu-
lations, said the states will decide the con-
tent of the grants—based on examples given
in the law (see above). The regulations will
only cover the required monitoring, report-
ing and evaluation criteria for the grants.

Ross

Continued on page 7
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Around the Country

Mom Concedes Divorce and Move-Away Hurt
the Children

Idaho Suspends
Licenses for Access
Violations, Also

Idaho has become the first state
to enact a balanced law on license
revocation, by re-
quiring that revo-
cation or suspen-
sion of drivers’ or
professional li-
censes of parents
delinquent in child
support also apply
to parents who vio-
late visitation orders.

Teresa Kaiser, head of the
Idaho child support office at the time
the legislation was being considered,
urged through a Welfare Reform
Advisory Committee appointed by
the Governor that the legislation
should apply in a balanced way. Leg-
islators agreed, and thus made the
Idaho license suspension law the first
in the nation to apply to emotional
as well as financial child support.

The law says “Upon petition of
an obligee of a child support order,
a person entitled to visitation with a
minor child pursuant to court order,
or the department of health and wel-
fare, a court may issue an order sus-
pending a license.”

A person would have to owe
financial child support for at least 90
days, or $2,000; for visitation, the
suspension could apply against
someone who “has failed to comply
with an order providing for visitation
with a minor child.”

Suspensions are at the discre-

Kaiser

Dennis Boytim of Ohio, along-
time CRC member, has received an

Boytim and two daughters in the early years

oral apology from his former wife
Pam Crampton, who said she regrets
having divorced him in 1980, be-
cause of the problems it caused their
two daughters. The problems in-
cluded several years of alleged sexual
abuse by Pam’s second husband’s
son against both daughters, and
nearly fatal drug abuse by one daugh-
ter. Pam, who agreed to be inter-
viewed by CRC, conceded she had
put a roadblock in the way of
Dennis’s access to his daughters by
moving 2,500 miles from Ohio to
San Diego, California, shortly after
the divorce, an action she says she
now realizes was wrong and did dam-
age to the children.

“I didn’t have the insight or the
professional guidance at age 23 to see
the effects the divorce and move-
away were going to have,” said Pam.
“Dennis and I had gone to counsel-
ing, but the counsellor just said that
we had ‘irreconcilable differences’
and he didn’t really help. I know I

would have worked harder at a rec-
onciliation had I known the effects
the divorce was going to have on the
children.”

Because their oldest daughter,
at age 21, now has drug problems, it
has caused Dennis and Pam to talk
together about the children and how
the divorce affected them. They are
working together to help their daugh-
ters.

Pam says “it’s not acceptable to
take the children away from either
parent. It just doesn’t work for the
children not to have easy access to
both parents.”

Pam and Dennis are also tak-
ing courses in “coaching” people
going through transitions in their
lives, to help them handle the transi-
tions better.

Dennis says the judge who
handled his divorce, who would not
listen to his early warnings of trouble
the daughters were having, took early
retirement in the mid-1980’s when
Dennis’s divorce reform group in
Erie County, in northern Ohio, pick-
eted the court house and obtained
media articles against the judge.

Pam may be reached at 16350
Woodson View Road, Poway, CA
92064

Dennis may be reached at 1315
Lake Wilmer Drive, #204-B,
Sandusky, OH 44870.

Amicus Briefs

tion of the court, not mandatory.

See Idaho Code, Chapter 14,
Title 7, Family Law License Suspen-
sions (a new section in the Idaho
code), 1996 session, effective Janu-
ary 1, 1997

The law provides for a hearing,
and if an order is issued to suspend

If your case is on appeal, and you would like CRC to consider writing
an amicus curaie (Friend of the Court) brief, contact CRC. CRC cannot
handle cases at the trial level, and we do not write the main appeal brief. An
amicus brief is a supplemental brief, telling the court why this case is of
significance not only to the parties in the case, but to other children and
families as well. We generally need 30 to 60 days before the filing deadline.
The writing of CRC amicus briefs is supervised by CRC General Counsel
Michael L. Oddenino.

a license, a procedure whereby a
person can obtain a hearing to rein- [Gain Immortality! Establish a fund in CRC in your name oﬂ
t

tat i . . .
state the suspended license he name of a loved one. Contact CRC for information.
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Come One! Come All!
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CRC’s 1 1th national conference

Sy e 7 Yico— Builde g ”

Thursday 4 p.m. through Sunday noon, October 23-26, 1997

TOPICS ¢ Trends in Child Custody and Family Law ® The Federally Funded Access/Visitation Grants
The Parental Alienation Syndrome ® How to Gain More Access to Your Child or Grandchild
Family Formation and Family Preservation ® Mediation ® Parenting Education ® Family Court

Nationally Prominent Speakers!

ALSO - Ways to Build Organizations ® New Technologies Management ® Networking
Grant-Writing
Experts Who Know and Show the Way!

CHILD CARE AVAILABLE — CONTACT CRC

Quuality Hotel and Suites, Courthouse Plaza

1200 North Court House Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201
(703) 524-4000

2 Blocks from Courthouse Road Subway Stop
10 minutes from National Airport

Fitness Center and Sauna ® Restaurant ® TV and Super Nintendo in each room
Single Rooms $75

Double Rooms $85
plus tax

Mention the CRC Conference.

Reserve your room by October 1, 1997. Washington hotels are heavily booked in October, at generally much higher
rates, so book your room early!

Arrive in D.C. ear|y, or stay late (at favorable hotel rate if booked in advance). See new FDR memorial, Holocaust
Memorial; Vietnam Memorial; Georgetown, free museums, free zoo, and much, much more, just minutes from Hotel!
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Photocopy and mail or fax

Name Phone ( ) Alffiliation
Address City/State/Zip

Number in Party Please include Name, Address and Phone Number for each person.

Registration includes all conference activities and materials, Press Conlference, Reception, Saturday lunch, transportation to
and attendance at National Townhall Discussion (live satellite broadcast) sponsored by National Parents Day Coalition,
Sunday continental breakfast, access to Bookfair containing more than 150 books to help parents and professionals.

Rates: CRC Member Non-Member
Before September 1 $95 $130
Alfter September 1 $110 $145

CEU’s and CLE’s Available:
| want  CEU credits, or  CLE credits for the state of

| enclose $10 for processing.

Membership or Renewal:

$35 (one year)  $ Whether or not | can attend the conference or join, here is my
extra tax-deductible contribution to help in CRC's good work.

Payment:
$ - Total of all above
___ Enclosed check or money order payable to Children’s Rights Council
~ Chargeto  Vissa _ MC AMEX
Card No. Exp. date

Mail to Children’s Rights Council, 220 | Street N.E., Suite 140, Washington, D.C. 20002, phone
92092-547-6227, or fax your registration (with charge card information) to 202-546-4CRC (4272).

National Parents’ Day Coalition Conference

In addition to or a|ternative|y, you may wish to attend the National Parents Day Coalition
%% Conference Thursday October 22 through October 26, 1997 in Washington, DC.
CRC is a supporter of the NPDC conference, which is held in conjunction with the
Department of Education and the National Park Service. For information, contact NPDC
at 202-530-0849, and mention CRC in order to obtain 20 percent discount off the
$395 NPDC conference rate.
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Results of Research

" Guilty Fathers Repair Relationships with Children, “Shamed” Fathers |
Run or Hide from Relationships

Nancy Heleno Obetz, a student
researcher at George Mason Univer-
; sity in Virginia,
presented a paper
at the 104th annual
convention of the
American Psycho-
logical Association
in August 1996 in
Toronto.

Obetz has
found a relationship between shame
and non-custodial father absence. In
a report of published case study re-
ports, the feelings and behaviors of
non-custodial fathers were examined
and compared. In particular, differ-
ences in cognitive, affective, and
motivational features associated with
shame and guilt were noted.

One of the most devastating
impacts a divorce can have on chil-
dren is the loss of the non-custodial
parent, usually the father. Separation
and divorce terminate fatherhood in
the lives of millions of children.

Many emotional conditions
have been attributed at least in part
to father absence. Counselors, me-
diators, psychiatrists, and psycholo-
gists are currently able only to heal
superficially the emotional trauma of
this population because they do not
fully understand father absence and
therefore cannot work toward its ces-
sation.

We have all seen the sobbing
father reunited with children he has
not seen for years, proclaiming he
has loved them all along. Many of
us have been confused by this, as the
father’s actions and his proclamation
appear to be at odds. For those fa-
thers who truly love their children,
yet do not remain in contact, the
clinical state of shame may be a large
factor. _

The first step in understanding
the enormous effect shame has on

Obetz
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by Nancy Heleno Obetz
CRC Evaluator of Research
father absence is to learn the com-
plexities of shame.

Foremost is to discern that
shame is not guilt. Guilt, like shame,
is a negative emotion revolving
around evaluation of personal behav-
ior. The unique element of guilt in
relationships is evaluations and be-
haviors likely to reinforce relation-
ships. After violating an internal code
of morals, the guilt-prone person
evaluates his or her negative behav-
ior and its repercussions on others.
This other-oriented focus and empa-
thy motivates behavior to correct
whatever wrongdoing has occurred.
Corrective behavior includes con-
fessing, apologizing. and specifically
repairing situations. A guilty person
takes responsibility for his or her
unacceptable behavior, rather than
blaming others. By taking corrective
action, the guilty person frees him-
self of the negative feeling.

Whereas guilty people focus on
a negative behavior, shamed people
focus on a negative evaluation of the
entire self. Viewing the self as “bad”
promotes a set of evaluations and
behaviors—all of which are likely to
have a detrimental effect on interper-
sonal relationships. Unlike a person
feeling guilt, the shamed person fo-
cuses inward and negatively evalu-
ates the self, leading to reports of in-
tensely painful feelings. In their in-
terpretation of the situation, these
people themselves are fundamentally
deficient in some vital way as a hu-
man being. This does not allow the
shamed person to free himself from
the negative feelings, because engag-
ing in a particular action cannot re-
pair or change who they are. Reports
of shame include detailed descrip-
tions such as being speechless, feel-
ing trapped and exposed, and hav-
ing the desire to hide, disappear, flee,
sink into the floor and disappear,
escape, and get out.

Spring 1997

Example of Shame vs
Guilt

If a person promises to drive
you to your doctor’s appointment,
but does not show up, the guilty per-
son will apologize, offer to drive you
as soon as possible, or otherwise
make up for the loss. A shamed per-
son will internalize and blame him-
self, and be totally unable to relate
to the fact that you missed your
doctor’s appointment.

The guilty father will make ef-
forts to see his children; the shamed
parent will withdraw.

The intense negative self-feel-
ings associated with shame can be
shouldered by individuals only for a
period of time before coping be-
comes impossible and they feel they
must attempt to rid themselves of
those negative feelings. At this point,
“defending strategies” are employed
to try to dissipate the self-loathing
feelings. These strategies include an-
ger and rage, narcissistic behavior,
sadness and depression, need for
control, forgetting, and denial.

Repeated shame produces the
most radical behaviors in people. In
the case of the non-custodial father,
it is important to acknowledge that
many men feel shame first about the
divorce itself and again with the loss
of custody. Some men feel they are
or were a bad husband, and post-di-
vorce, a bad father.

In some transgressions, there is
one negative behavior such as for-
getting an appointment. For non-cus-
todial fathers, the shame can be re-
peated each time he thinks of or sees
his children. In order to liberate him-
self from the negative feelings of self,
a father may employ the aforemen-
tioned defending strategies. Many
men lash out against the system, their
ex-spouse and even their children -
all the while wanting a healthy rela-

Continued on page 8




Celebrate

Parents Day will be celebrated
on July 27, 1997, the fourth Sunday
in July, at the Sylvan Theater on the
grounds of the Washington Monu-
ment in Washington, D.C. Entertain-
ment and information on parenting
will be available for the afternoon
and early evening events. In 1994,
Congress unanimously approved
and President Clinton signed a law
designating the fourth Sunday in July
as Parents Day, a national holiday.

The annual observance of Par-
ents Day is spearheaded by the Na-
tional Parents Day Coalition.

Everyone is invited to the Syl-
van Theater on July 27. If you can’t
attend, you are invited to host events
in your geographic area, such as a
concert, an awards breakfast, or an
event to help children.

Parents

For information, contact the
National Parents Day Coalition
(NPDC). phone 202-530-0849.

CRC will join the National Par-
ents Day Coalition in celebrating
Parents Day July 27. “It will be a fun,
interesting day,” said Harvey
Walden, Maryland CRC coordina-

tor.

Wear Purple Ribbons

July 28-August 2

The Coalition of Parent Sup-
port (“COPS”) is sponsoring the sec-
ond annual Equal Parents’ Week July
28 through August 3, 1997, follow-
ing National Parents Day July 27
“The main activity of Equal Parents
Week is the tying and wearing of
purple ribbons to call attention to the
inequities and injustices which par-

Children’s Day June 1, 1997
For several years, CRC has observed that although many people have talked of the need
for the U.S. to declare a national children’s day, no such day has ever been officially declared.
CRC is, accordingly, issuing the following proclamation.

PROCLAMATION

Whereas more than 100 countries around the world celebrate a national holiday
known as “Children’s Day,” but the United States does not have such a holiday, and
Whereas many churches in the United States already sponsor “Children’s Day”
observations on the first or second Sunday in June, and

Whereas the first or second Sunday in June is nestled between mother’s day and
father’s day, where a children’s day ought to be, because of the importance of family,
and

Whereas every day is children’s day, just as every day is mother’s day and father’s
day, there should be a special day to celebrate children, and the enormous contribu-
tion they make to our lives, and

Whereas children are our most precious resource, deserving and needing of our
love and care, and

Whereas children need the emotional and financial support of their parents, and the
caring resources of our communities, schools, and neighborhoods,

We Hereby Declare the first Sunday in June as national children’s day. In 1997,
that day falls on June L.

To Celebrate Children’s Day, we urge all readers of this proclamation to hold
parties, parades, observations, children’s activities, family celebrations, and church

and synagogue activities on behalf of children on the first Sunday in June.

Change of Address

Day July 27

ents and their children suffer as a
result of the breakdown in our jus-
tice system,” said Patti Diroff, event
coordinator for COPS. CRC of Cali-
fornia is participating in Equal Par-
ents Week.

Will Brown, president of CRC
of California, said “Individuals in
California and throughout the coun-
try are urged to tie and wear purple
ribbons to signify their support for
Equal Parents Week. We’re hoping
to expand on the success of last year’s
event. CRCC and COPS will again
work to get cities and counties
throughout California to pass reso-
lutions in support of the event, have
a banner hung on the State Capitol,
and get the media to endorse the
event and cover the rally to be held
at the State Capitol and at various
court houses throughout the state.”

For information, phone 909-
591-3689.

Access Funds
Continued from page 1

Those familiar with federal
grant requirements report that the
monitoring, reporting and evalua-
tion criteria can be formidable, and
will necessitate professional help for
groups that seek to obtain the grants.

Congress provided $2 million
in the 1988 Family Support Act for
demonstration grants to seven states.
CRC was the catalyst for those
grants, working the halls of Congress
for three years until the 1988 provi-
sion was passed.

“Custody reform advocates got
their foot in the door in 1988, and
now the door is open wide 8 years
later,” said CRC President David L.
Levy. “This funding is not a pana-
cea, but it will definitely increase the
commitment and understanding of
access/parenting time issues all
across the country over the next sev-
eral years.”

To keep newsletters and other materials coming, please notify CRC three weeks in advance of any ad-
dress change. Send old and new addresses to CRC, 220 “I” Street N.E., Suite 140, Washington, DC 20002.
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The “Kinship Care Act” would
encourage relatives (kin) of a child
to voluntarily take care of children
while their parent(s) seek work or
education that would enable them to
not go on welfare.

Kinship care is generally en-
couraged by the Welfare Reform law
which Congress passed last year. But
kinship care needs to be imple-
mented by the states if it is to be suc-
cessful. One purpose of kinship care
is as an alternative to welfare.

The ALEC provision states that
kinship care, the practice of looking
to capable and willing family mem-
bers as an alternative to welfare de-
pendency, recognizes that a function-
ing extended family provides the
child’s best welfare safety net and that
government programs can not and
should not displace a willing, func-
tioning family.

ALEC recommends that state
legislators introduce bills that state

ALEC Recommends ‘Kinship Care’ and ‘Proof

of Custody’ as State Laws

The American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) has recommended two “model bills” proposed
by CRC for consideration by the 3,000 state legislators across the country who are members of ALEC.

The bills are the “Kinship Care” and the “Proof of Custody” acts.
Kinship Care Act

the following:

“No person shall be eligible to
receive (welfare) benefits by reason
of the need of that person to support
one or more dependents unless the

administrator (or agency or other:

appropriate official) has certified, af-
ter undertaking diligent efforts, that
there are no relatives or such child
who are fit and willing to provide for
the needs of the child without resort-
ing to welfare dependency. Such cer-
tification shall be required prior to
initial entry into the program and,
thereafter, upon periodic annual re-
views of eligibility. An applicant’s
preference for welfare payments
rather than family assistance shall not
be a basis for granting welfare eligi-
bility unless the administrator (or
agency or other appropriate official),
has certified, after making diligent
investigation, that family assistance
will be detrimental to the safety of
the child.”

“Shamed” Fathers

Continued from page 6
tionship with the children. Other fa-

thers fall into clinical depression.
Withdrawal is a common be-
havior associated with shame and
comes as a result of expending a non-
sustainable amount of energy on the
defending strategies. The self draws
deeper inside itself to escape the
agony of exposure. What makes ab-
sence so difficult to break for fathers
is the cyclical relationship between
shame and the defending strategies.
In other words, shame causes nega-
tive feelings which in turn cause
people to behave in negative ways
to free themselves of the pain caused
by shame. The burden of these be-
haviors can cause withdrawal from
the people associated with the sham-
ing, which, in turn causes the person

Page 8
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to feel ashamed for withdrawing—and
the cycle repeats, but at a deeper
level with each repetition.

Many men desire to be reunited
with their children, but feel paralyzed
and incapable of doing so. These
potential reunions could have a pro-
found impact on the lives of count-
less children. Several custodial moth-
ers have indicated that being edu-
cated on the effects of shame has as-
sisted them in perceiving their ex-
husbands in a different light, thereby
facilitating a relationship between
children and fathers.

Ms. Obetz will be interviewing
fathers to collect empirical data on
this topic. For a copy of the paper
presented at APA, contact her at
(703) 905-0309 and leave an address.

Spring 1997

Proof of Custody Act

ALEC also recommends state
laws that track whether a parent re-
ceiving welfare coverage actually has
sole custody of his/her child. If one
parent presents a child for welfare
eligibility while the other parent (or
the parents jointly) actually have le-
gal custody of the child, a fraud has
been committed.

The purpose is to prevent a
parent from presenting a child for
eligibility for welfare prior to a de-
termination as to whether or not that
person has custody of the child.

ALEC proposes that state leg-
islators introduce bills with the fol-
lowing language:

“No funds shall be-available
under this Act for payment to a par-
ent on behalf of a child unless the
parent seeking eligibility has sole
custody of the child or, in cases of

joint custody, the parents apply
jointly for benefits.”

Ron Henry, David L. Levy and
Laurie Casey of CRC are advisors
to ALEC’s Health and Human Ser-
vices Task Force, which is one of sev-
eral task forces which recommended
model legislation for the states. Cali-
fornia CRC president Will Brown ap-
peared before an ALEC Task Force
meeting in California in 1996 and
helped obtain passage of the two
model] bills.

The model bills appear in “Up-
date 96", the booklet containing
model bills recommended to ALEC
members.

CRC members and supporters can bring
these bills to the attention of ALEC legis-
lators in their states for introduction and
passage. For a list of ALEC members in
your state legislature, contact ALEC in
Washington, D.C., at 202-466-3800 or
contact CRC. ALEC members are con-
servative Republicans and Democrats.
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Family Facts

Drug Use Linked to Single-Parent Households

A survey of 80,000 high school students nationwide revealed that adolescents living in single-
parent homes are significantly more likely to use drugs, alcohol, or tobacco than adolescents living
with both parents.

In a study between 1985 and 1989, researchers uncovered a significant relationship between
family structure and adolescent use of cigarettes, alcohol, marijuana, and cocaine.

This relationship, which showed up for both young men and young women, persisted even when
differences in social background—parental education, urban vs. suburban residence, region—were taken
into account.

The researchers believe their findings “reaffirm the importance of two-parent families, educa-
tional success, religious commitment, and supervised activities as deterrents to adolescent drug use.”

Source: John M. Wallace, Jr. and Jerald G. Buchman, “Explaining Racial/Ethnic Differences in Adolescent Drug
Use: The Impact of Background and Lifestyle,” Social Problems 38 (1991): 333-352.

Why do Children Suffer from Divorce?

Why do children suffer when their parents divorce? Researcher Paul R. Amato reviewed the
theories and evidence suggesting that for children, “parental divorce is associated with negative
outcomes in...academic achievement, conduct, psychological adjustment, self-esteem, and social re-
lationships.”

He said his analysis indicates that parental divorce is not a single stressful experience for a
child, but instead an “accumulation of negative evidence typically including loss of contact with the
non-custodial parent, a deterioration in the quality of the relationship with the custodial parent,
exposure to parental conflict, decline in standard of living, loss of contact with grandparents, and the
possibility of moving. Evidence shows that these negative events of divorce can have a number of
serious effects on children:

* lower academic achievement

* poorer behavioral conduct

* negative psychological adjustment

* lower socioeconomic attainment

Amato also identifies parental remarriage as an event that is often difficult and painful for
children, because “adding a stepparent, and perhaps stepsiblings, to a family can be a strain for
adults and children.”

Furthermore, “half of all children whose parents divorce will experience a second parental
divorce.”

The harsh consequence for children is “repeated periods of conflict, diminished parenting, and
financial hardship.”

Source: Paul R. Amato, “Children’s Adjustment to Divorce: Theories, Hypotheses, and Empirical Support.”
Journal of Marriage and the Family, 55 (1993) 23-38

From Volume 12, Number 2, Spring 1997, Speak Out for Children, newsletter of the
Q Children’s Rights Council, 220 “1” Street N.E., Suite 140, Washington, D.C. 20002
E lC B phone (202) 547-6227
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Poor Person Entitled
to Appeal Prior to
Rights Termination

For lack of money to pay for a
court transcript, Melissa Brooks was
barred from appealing a Mississippi
judge’s order stripping her forever of
all legal rights to see her two chil-
dren.

in December, 1996, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled that when a
state threatens to destroy a parent’s
family ties, it is unconstitutional to
“bolt the door to equal justice” be-
cause of poverty. The judges voted
6-3 to unlatch the door for Brooks.

“No ties are more precious than
those binding parent and child, and
few decrees are so grave in their con-
sequences as a court order perma-
nently severing the parent-child
bond,” Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
declared for the majority in a state-
ment she read from the bench.

Her ruling sought to limit free
appeals to indigent parents totally
deprived of their children, but dis-
senters predicted it would affect other
family relations cases as well. Justice
Clarence Thomas dissented, joined
fully by Antonin Scalia and partially
by Chief Justice William H.
Rehnquist.

Brooks, a waitress now living in
Memphis, TN, paid a $100 appeal
but could not afford the $2,352 cost
of a transcript and other documents
required under Mississippi law.

“It’s a terrific decision,” said
Brooks’ civil rights lawyer, Robert
McDuff, of Jackson, MS. “It’s the first
time the Supreme Court has said a
poor person cannot be precluded
from appeal in a civil case due to
poverty.”

Twenty states and D.C. already
pay for transcripts and other court
costs for poor people seeking to ap-
peal civil cases. Another 10 states
cover the costs of poverty appeals in
parental rights termination cases.

- adapted from Knight-Ridder
Newspapers release 12/17/96
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Victim of Statutory
Rape Must Pay
Support for Child

He was a “normal 15-year-old”
with the usual teen-age sexual pas-
sions.

She was his neighbor, a 34-
year-old mom later convicted of
statutory rape for engaging him in a
romantic tryst that resulted in her
getting pregnant.

A California appeals court
ruled in December, 1996 that the
young man, identified only as
“Nathaniel J.” in court records, is
responsible for paying child support
for the baby born of the illegal union.

California county and state au-
thorities, rather than the mother,
pursued the case, seeking compen-
sation for welfare payments made for
the infant girl since her birth in Janu-
ary 1995.

Lawyers from the state Attor-
ney General’s Office say the teen-
ager should be responsible for the
child because he was a willing sexual
partner.

The two had intercourse ap-
proximately five times, in what the
boy, who is now 18, told police in-
vestigators was a “mutually agreeable
act.”

“This a really bizarre case,” said
University of California social wel-
fare professor Mary Ann Mason. “It
seems unfair that he was taken ad-
vantage of, and then gets prosecuted
for child support. He is considered a
victim on one hand and a perpetra-
tor on the other.”

— adapted from the San Fran-
cisco Examiner, December 4, 1996

No Fine for Missed
Access (Visitation)

A trial court should not have
ordered a father to pay the custodial
mother $20 for each day he failed to
exercise his scheduled visitation with
their children, the Alabama Court of
Civil Appeals has held. The appeals
court said that, while a trial court has
broad powers to impose equitable

|
remedies in domestic disputes, those
remedies can be imposed only for
breach of a legal obligation, not for
breach of a moral obligation. The
appeals court noted that the lower
court could facilitate visitation by
modifications designed to accommo-
date conflicts between the father’s
work schedule and his visitation
schedule.
[Hathcock v. Hathcock, Ala
CtCivApp, No. 2950707, 10/25/96]

oint Custody For
on-Cooperating
Parents

Joint custody can be granted,
even if parents are unable to coop-
erate with each other, the District of
Columbia Court of Appeals held, in
interpreting Washington, D.C.’s new
(1996) law creating a presumption for
joint physical and legal custody. The
case related to the child of two un-
married parents. The mother
claimed that the unmarried status of
the parents created a different situa-
tion from that of formerly married
parents, and in any case the lower
court had found that the parents were
unlikely to agree on anything con-
cerning the child. However, the ap-
peals court said the District’s statute
favoring joint custody applies to un-
married parents. In addition, the
appeals court said, the statute makes
clear that “no single factor, even one
as important as the parents’ ability
to communicate and cooperate with
each other concerning their child, is
necessarily controlling.” According
to the appeals court, “the statute rec-
ognizes the benefit of maximum in-
volvement by both parents and does
not require that the parents agree to
joint custody.”

[Ysla v. Lopez, DC CtApp, No.
93-FM-1198, 11/7/96]

The last two cases are summarized from
Family Law Reporter. They appear here
by permission of the publisher, The Bu-
reau of National Affairs, Inc.
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Bills in Congress

We are including important bills and resolutions in Congress affecting families that have been introduced in
the 105th Congress that convened in January 1997 A bill if passed into law requires a state or person to do
something; a resolution if passed expresses the wishes of Congress, but does not require action. Unless the word
“Resolution” appears below, we are referring only to bills. H. or H.R. refers to the House of Representatives, S.
refers to the Senate. The phone number of the committee handling the bill is provided below; you may call to
check on the status of legislation, or express your views. It is even more important to let your own Representative
and Senator know your views. The capital switchboard, which can connect you with the offices of all members of
Congress and committees, is (202) CA4-3121 (224-3121). This is a 24-hour switchboard that can provide you night
and day with names, addresses and direct phone numbers of all members of Congress. During normal weekday
business hours, the switchboard can connect you with any Congressional office on Capitol Hill. To save on ex-

penses, you can contact the Congressmembers’ local branch office in your district.

Adoption

H.R. 867, introduced by Rep. Dave Camp (R-MI),
and Rep. Barbara Kennelly (D-CT), to promote the adop-
tion of children in foster care. Ron Henry, a custody
reform advocate, testified before the Human Resources
Subcommittee of the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee, chaired by Clay Shaw, R-FL, in April, 1997, in favor
of amending the bill to include placement of children
with relatives (kinship care) as choices to be made for
children. The phone number for the Human Resources
Subcommittee in (202) 225-1025.

Financial Child Support

S.226, introduced by Sen. Herbert Kohl (D-WI), to
establish felony violations for the failure to pay legal child
support obligations and for other purposes. Referred to
Senate Judiciary Committee (202) 224-5225. (CRC has
urged Senator Kohl to provide similar penalties for fail-
ure to honor court-ordered visitation. Congress can do
this on the same basis that it passes financial child sup-
port legislation—to improve collections, because the
Census Bureau finds that access (visitation) enforcement
improves financial child support payments.)

S.97, introduced by Sen. John Kerry (D-MA), to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and the So-
cial Security Act to require the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice to collect child support through wage withholding
and to eliminate State enforcement of child support ob-
ligations other than medical support obligations. Re-
ferred to the Senate Finance Committee (202) 224-4515.
(CRC has urged Sen. Kerry to provide IRS enforcement
of any financial penalties for access denial that any state
may impose, such as fines or court costs for missed ac-

cess, for the same reason as stated in the CRC note to S.
226 above).

H.R. 389, introduced by Rep. Robert Andrews (D-
NJ), concerning denial of passports to noncustodial par-
ents subject to state arrest warrants in cases of nonpay-
ment of child support. Referred to Committee on Inter-
national Relations (202) 225-5021. (Similar comment as
to S. 226 and S. 97 above).

H.R. 399, introduced by Rep. Michael Bilirakis (R-
FL), to prohibit the provision of financial assistance by
the Federal Government to any person who is more than
60 days delinquent in the payment of any child support
obligations. Referred to the Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight (202) 225-5074. (CRC recom-
mends “balancing” this provision by prohibiting the
same assistance to anyone 60 days delinquent in honor-
ing a court’s access/visitation order).

H.R. 267, introduced by Rep. Marge Roukema (R-
NJ), to require states to impose criminal penalties on
persons who willfully fail to pay child support, as a con-
dition of federal funding of State child support enforce-
ment programs. Referred to the Committee on Ways
and Means (202) 225-1025. (CRC recommends the same
for individuals who a court finds to willfully fail to pro-
vide court-ordered access/visitation).

Divorce
H.R. 270, introduced by Rep. Marge Roukema (R-
NJ), to amend part B of title IV of the Social Security
Act to provide for a set-aside of funds for States that
have enacted certain divorce laws, to amend the Legal
Services Corporation Act to prohibit the use of funds
made available under the Act to provide legal assistance

Write to Congress!

in certain proceedings relating to divorces and
legal separations, and for other purposes. Re-
ferred to the Committee on Ways and Means

Write to Senators at:
Senator —— (name of your Senator)
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Write to House members at:
Representative —
(name of your Representative)
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-1025. (CRC recommends amend-
ing this provision to apply it to access/visita-
tion and custody proceedings).
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Inside CRC

Evaluators of Research

i
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Research and evaluations of research are essential to any organization. CRC now has three individuals who are

John Guidubaldi, Ph.D., who
has conducted the largest
research on children of di-
vorce in America. 699 chil-
dren were evaluated initially
and a large subsample (225)
were followed at three and
eight years after the onset of
the study. This long-term re-
search is larger than any other
study of children, including that of
the more well-known researcher
Judith Wallerstein. In Guidubaldi’s
research, he came to the inescapable
conclusion that children need fathers
as well as mothers in their lives for
healthy child development. This was
apparent when poor child adjust-
ment was predicted by father ab-
sence, low access/visitation rates,
mother’s ratings of low father in-
volvement, and children’s own inter-
view responses describing minimal

;4
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Guidubaldi

evaluating research for us. They are:

From 1994 to 1995, he served as Pro-
gram Manager for the
Committee on Applica-
tions and Technology of the
President’s Information In-
frastructure Task Force,
where he designed the U.S.

National Information Infra-

Kuhn

father participation in their daily
lives. Guidubaldi, who has a commis-
sioner on the U.S. Commission on
Child and Family Welfare, teaches at
Kent State and John Carroll Univer-
sities in Ohio.

D. Richard Kuhn, a computer
scientist whose primary research in-
terests are in applications of math-
ematical logic to software analysis
and testing. He has published more
than 25 papers on software analysis,
formal methods, and open systems.

structure Virtual Library, a

Magellan 4-Star web site. He
has an MS in computer science and
an MBA.

Nancy Heleno Obetz has re-
searched and evaluated research on
a wide variety of topics in the human
relations fields. She is a lecturer at
the American University, Fairleigh
Dickinson University, and Northern
Virginia Community College at the
undergraduate and graduate levels.
She is a neutral monitor, as well as a
visitation supervisor, of the Circuit
Court of Fairfax County, Virginia.

New CRC Board
Members

Two successful business execu-
tives have accepted CRC’s invitation
to become board members of CRC.

They are:

* Paul R. Locigno, president
and co-founder of Rollins Interna-
tional, Ltd., in Virginia and veteran
specialist in international business
development for Asia.and,

* Susette P. Watt, president
of Angle, Inc., an engineering and
software development firm in north-
ern Virginia.

Ed Mudrak
Ed Mudrak has spent the last 8
years handling CRC’s data base, in-
putting information on new mem-
bers, updating data, issuing reports
such as labels for mailings, and han-
dling some of CRC’s financial mat-

ters. Ed comes to the CRC office five
or six evenings a week. He jokes that
he is the highest paid member of the
CRC organization, because he
started with no zeroes, and he has
received increases of one zero each
year for his excellent performance.
He is now at 6 zeroes, and is work-
ing towards his seventh, which he
hopes to receive by Christmas.

Ed has four grown children and
six grandchildren. Prior to CRC, Ed
was a metallurgical engineer. Ed isa
very religious person, who spends
much time reading and talking about
the bible. He also helps elderly per-
sons in his neighborhood with shop-
ping, chauffeuring, and other deeds.

Ed is a true giver. We at CRC
sometimes say “Thank you, Ed”, to
which Ed says “Thank God, not me.
God brought me to CRC.”

Help Us Help Youl

CRC needs equipment:
%* computers

* typewriters
*photocopy machines

% other office equipment

CRC needs volunteers to:

% do filing

% answer the phone

% work with celebrities

% work on the internet

% advocacy

*information

% fund-raising

% what else would you like to do?

Contact the national office or the chapter
nearest you to ask about their needs.

Thank you.

IT LOOKS LIKE ANY OTHER CREDIT CARD TO YOU, BUT IT'S A DONATION FOR CRC EVERY TIME YOU USE IT!
INTRODUCING THE CRC GOLD CARD and PREFERRED CARD FROM MBNA

Every time you use your CRC VISA card, CRC will receive a contribution at no additional charge to youl Apply today and help CRC! I you're going to carry a card, why
not carry a CRC card? Contact CRC for information.
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CRC Conference Held in Atlanta

Here are final reports on CRC’s 10th national conference held April 24-28, 1996, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel,

Atlanta, Georgia.

The 40-page written conference proceedings booklet, highlighting the remarks of more than 20 of the speak-
ers (prepared prior to the conference) is available for $5.00 each. Write to CRC.

Tapes of conferences talks and discussions are available (see full page ad for those tapes elsewhere in this
newsletter.) Some of these talks are highlighted below.

Some Conference Highlights

Real Abuse Differentiated

from False Allegations

Psychiatrist Richard Gardner,
M.D., gave a rapid-fire list of specific
traits (15 of them) which characterize
children’s false al-
legations of sexual
or physical abuse.
His subjects were
children he evalu-
ated—what they
said and how they
said it. Gardner
has popularized
awareness of the
“Parental Alienation Syndrome
(PAS),” a personality disorder in
which a parent induces the alien-
ation of a child from the child’s other
parent. Increasingly, alienating par-
ents are tutoring children to accuse
the targeted parent of sexual or
physical abuse.
Gardner’s points:

¢ Very telling among children
couched into making false allegations
is a common vocabulary. They pick
up on suggestions and outright lies
that one parent concocted to slander
the other. They are often further
coached by psychologists and pick
up standard litany.

¢ True stories of abuse have an
entirely different quality. Children’s
truthful accounts of sexual abuse are
stated in idiosyncratic shorthand,
using unique symbolism or secret
words and phrases that arose out of
the incestuous intimacy.

¢ Abused children display
hypervigilence, common among
people suffering from post-traumatic
stress. True accounts are always
unique. The degree to which the
alienator/accusing parent’s vocabu-

Gardner

lary is echoed by the child, parroting
the same incidents and details, indi-
cates coaching. The more concor-
dance between the alienating, accus-
ing parent’s accounts and those of the
child, the more likely that the accu-
sations are false, made up.

¢ True accounts by children
are laden with symbolic euphe-
misms. Graphic vocabulary depend-
ing on the age of the child, tends to
reveal coaching. Dr. Gardner had
little good to say about the run-of-
the-mill “expert witness” psycholo-
gists hauled in to repeat hearsay,
what the child told them, that the
child has been taught to say by the
alienating parent.

(Editor’s note: Dr. Gardner’s ex-
position was a two-edged sword. If he and
other well-trained experts have their lit-
mus tests to filter true from false accounts
by children, the wider dissemination of
the tell-tale clues may simply be adopted
to “train” the perpetrators to be more so-
phisticated in their lies.)

Corporal Punishment
Described as a Form
of Child Abuse

Corporal punishment, such as
spanking or slapping, is widely be-
lieved to be a form of discipline that
is sometimes nec-
essary and harm-
less “if done in
moderation.”
However, even if
we could be sure
that “moderate”
corporal punish-
ment is harmless,
no one is sure what is moderate and
what is excessive, and the studies of
prevalence rates are not reassuring.

Straus
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So said Murray Straus, Ph.D.,,
Professor of Sociology and Co-Direc-
tor, Family Research Laboratory,
University of New Hampshire,
Durham, at the 1996 CRC confer-
ence.

Straus stated that more than
90% of parents slap or spank tod-
dlers, Just over half continue into the
early teens, and a fifth continue until
17. Among parents who use corporal
punishment, toddlers are hit an av-
erage of 2-3 times a week, and 13
year-olds about eight times a year.
Moreover, a growing body of re-
search suggests that trying to draw a
line between moderate and excessive
spanking is like trying to draw a line
between moderate and excessive
cigarette smoking.

Dr. Straus’s research finds that
the harmful side effects of corporal
punishment follow a “dose response”
pattern. The more corporal punish-
ment a child experiences, the greater
the probability of a harmful effect.
However, even one spanking in-
creases the risk, even though by only
a small amount. Except for a lower
probability of occurrence, corporal
punishment puts children at risk for
the same psychological problems as
physical abuse and does so roughly
in proportion to how often it occurs.
Corporal punishment is also the pri-
mary etiological factor increasing the
risk of physical abuse.

Policy Issues

Straus said

* Corporal punishment should
be redefined as a form of child abuse.
Legislation, such as that in Sweden
and five other countries, should be

Continued on page 16
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AVAILABLE ON AUDIO CASSETTE

Children’s Rights Council’s 10th Annual National Conference
April 24 - 28 1996— Atlanta, GA
Valuing Families...

___CRCO1 Parent Alienation Syndrome (PAS) and the Differentiation
Between Real and False Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse:
Richard Gardner, M.D. (part 1 of 2)

___CRCO2 Parent Alienation Syndrome (PAS) and the Differentiation
Between Real and False Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse:
Richard Gardner, M.D. (part 2 of 2)

Bruce Kaskubar, Richard Martin, and Michael Ewing
___CRC04 Working With Courts and Commissions: Cindy Ewing
___CRC0S Working with your State Legislators and Congress: Ted Ell,
Harvey Walden, Eric Anderson, and Kent Earnhardt
___CRC06 Working With The Media: Dominick Romano and David Dinn
___CRC07 Conducting Research and Documenting Evidence of Problems o
Bias: John Bauserman, Don Bieniewicz and David Garrod
___CRC08 Children of Divorce: Gary Neuman (part 1 of 2)
___CRC09 Children of Divorce: Gary Neuman (part 2 of 2)
___CRC10 The Family Friendly Court System - It’s Mission, Structure,
Resources and Services: Michael Oddenino and Steven

Messinger, )
___CRC11 Shared Parenting (Joint Custody) Physical and Legal: What itis,

What Works, and What Doesn’t: James Cook, Ed Gadrix,

John Guidubeldi, Mavis Hetherington, and Ann Marie

Termini (part 1 of 2)

What Works, and What Doesn’t: James Cook, Ed Gadrix,

(part 2 of 2)
___CRCI13 Valuing Families - The Media and The Family: Melinda Blau
___CRC14 Keynote Address: Michael Oddenino, David Levy, and
Hnny Prillaman,

__CRC03 How To Start and Grow a CRC Chapter; Programs and Services: |

__CRC12 Shared Parenting (Joint Custody) Physical and Legal: What it is,

John Guidubaldi, Mavis Hetherington, and Ann Marie Termini, J

___CRC15 The Move Away Case - The Important Factors in Dealing
With A Significant Geographic Move By One Parent: Miriam
Cohen, Harold Gold, Mavis Hetherington, Pamela Stettner,
and Charles Zapf
___CRC16 Mediation As An Altenative to Litigation Wars: Kathryn Gibson,
and JoAnne Myers
___CRC17 Child Custody Evaluations - The Role of the Experts:
Don Eisenberg, John Guidubaldi, and Richard Warshak,
__._CRC18 How To Improve State Child Support Guidelines and
Performance: Don Bieniewicz, Sara Flohr and David Ross
__CRC19 Politics and the Family - Federal and State Policies and
Their Impact On Families: Wade Horn, David Levy,
and Travis Ballard
__CRC20 Parenting Issues After Divorce - How To Do It Right:
Bradford Stern, Deborah Glinka, and Jayne Major
____CRC21 Parental Alienation, Child Abuse, and Domestic Violence -
How These Issues Affect Children: Richard Sauber, Murray
Straus, Dean Tong, and Barbara Wagner
___CRC22 Men’s and Women’s Issues As They Affect Children After
Divorce: Travis Ballard, Jean Bonhomme, Marjorie Engel,
and Jeffrey Leving
__ CRC23 The Michigan Friend Of The Court System - A Model We
Can Lean From and Improve: Laurie Casey, Marie Johnson,
and Matthew Radditz
___CRC24 Corporal Punishment - Spanking of Children and it’s Effect
on Marriages: Murray Straus
___CRC2S Minority Citizens - Non-Custodial Mothers, Custodial Fathers,
Step Parents and Grandparents: Kay and Ray Berryhill, :
Helen Devine, Jerry and Nancy Fuller
__ CRC26 Empowering the Reform Movement: Bruoce Kaskubar and
David Levy

B & N Audio has a new name. We are now the Non-Custodial Parent’s Resource Ceater, (NCPRC). NCPRC offers tapes from put
conferences from various Organizations, for a complete catalog of tapes and books call or write us. Having a conference? Call NCPRC
and let us provide your Organization with our quality professional recording service. ©1996 Non-Custodial Parent’s Resource Cemter

PRICING:
Single Cassettes . $ 1000
Full Package (26 Cassem\ $ 260.00

Shipping/Handling First Class Mail (1-4 Cassettes) $  5.00

Shipping/Handling First Class Mail (5 or more ) $ 10.00
Shipping/Handling For Overnight or International Call for Special Pricing

___Single Cassette(s) at $10/ea. = $

___ Full Package(s) at $260/ea. = $

Sub Total = §

TO ORDER CASSETTES:

BY MAIL: Fill out this form & send with Payment to:
B & N Enterprises / (NCPRC)
PO Box 742
Farmerville, LA 71241

BY PHONE: 318/368-6232

PAYMENT:

Check or Money Order Enclosed (Made Payable To B & N Enterprises)

Charge My: Master Card Visa AmEx
JCard # Exp.Date
ame on Card (Please Print) / Signature

SEND TO: (Please Print or Attach Your Business Card)

Name:

Street:

City: State: Zip:
Phone #: ( )

EKC

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC

REP




Nebraska/Iowa is
Largest CRC Chapter
The largest CRC chapter is Ne-
braska/Iowa, which has about 140

PNk e el
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e B Joth Parents

Lnn and Bill Huerter
members in the national CRC orga-
nization. The chapter coordinators
are Lyn and Bill Huerter, who in 1981
started working for a grandparents
group, and were instrumental in ob-
taining passage of a 1995 Nebraska
law that allows grandparents to peti-
tion for access to their grandchildren.
The Huerters realized that grandpar-
ents would not gain meaningful ac-
cess to their grandchildren until the
parents had access, so they shifted
to the parent-child relationship, and
have been successful in changing at-
titudes and laws in Nebraska. One

Chapter News

of the laws they helped get passed in
1993 provides for mediation services
to enable parents to arrive at a
parenting plan. Mike Hyland, an in-
vestment counselor who is the father
of 6 year old Kiefer, is the chapter
president.

The new CRC Illinois coordi-
nator is Terry Cady, a senior vice
president of Bank
of America, who
also directs the
bank’s nationwide
Health Care Ser-
vices Unit. Terry
lives in Deerfield,
north of Chicago,
with his wife Jana
McDonough, who will help with the
Illinois chapter. Terry has two chil-
dren from a previous marriage, and
two grandchildren. Illinoisans inter-
ested in attending a day-long chap-
ter meeting in the Fall of 1997 should
contact Terry (see address and phone
number below).

Cady

Symposium of
California

CRC of California was a co-
host of a Fathers Symposium held at
Sacramento State College on Febru-
ary 8, 1997. About 250 people at-
tended workshops and discussions
on fathers and families. Speakers in-
cluded Charles Kobiatchi, chief judge
of the Superior Court Family Law
Section in Sacramento; Mikki
Sorenson, an aide to California Sen.
Charles Calderon, speaker of the
California Senate; Amy Rudd, direc-
tor of Family Court Services in Sac-
ramento; and Bill Harrington, head
of American Fathers Coalition,
Takoma, Washington. At the sympo-
sium, Judge Kobiatchi praised
Patricia Gehlen, CRC Coordinator
in California, for her successful ef-
forts at strengthening families. Steve
Jiminez, vice-president of CRC of
California, and Les Sullivan, a new
member of CRC, helped plan the

event.

Inauguration Help

Several members of CRC vol-
unteered to work on President
Clinton’s Second Inauguration by
greeting incoming dignitaries as they
arrived at Washington National Air-
port to meet their chauffeured lim-
ousines enroute to their hotel desti-
nations, coordinating distribution of
tickets to various events, or helping
coordinate the exhibits on technol-
ogy, music, and arts that were free
to tourists on the Mall. CRC mem-
bers Harvey Walden, Michelle
Naudeau, and Andy Ross were
among the estimated 6,000 volun-
teers who helped the Inaugural Com-
mittee. “It was very interesting
work,” said Walden, who is CRC
Maryland coordinator.

Pat Boyd New Advisor

CRC’s newest advisor is Pat
Boyd, who became president of Par-
ents Without Part-
ners, International
(PWP), when
Frank Anderson
resigned as presi-
dent in February,
1997, because of
illness.

Boyd, who lives
in Madison, Wisconsin, will be presi-
dent until July, 1997, when there will
be an election at PWP’s annual con-
ference in Philadelphia to elect a new
president for the balance of what
would have been Anderson’s two-
year term. Anderson was elected

Boyd

president in July, 1996.

Boyd was administrative vice-
president of PWP. She works at the
University of Wisconsin and has two
grown sons and three grandchildren.

She said she “hopes for great
things for Parents Without Partners
and the continuation of our fine re-
lationship with CRC.”

PWP, a support group for single
parents, has about 80,000 members
worldwide, and chapters in 50 states
and affiliated in Canada.

The conference will be held at
the Adams-Mark Hotel in Philadel-
phia July 8-13. For information, con-
tact PWP at their headquarters in
Chicago at 312-644-6610.

Now available from CRC—A complete listing of support groups
and other organizations that can help people in your state. The list for
each state is $5 for members and $10 for non-members. The lists are
part of CRC’s International Parenting Directory.

Alternatively, order the entire International Parenting Direc-

Directory of Resources

Spring 1997
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tory, listing 1,200 groups in the U.S. and abroad. $12 for members and
$17 for non- members

Ask for either hard-copy or disk format. The hard-copy is up-
dated yearly; disks are updated frequently.

All credit card orders have a $10 minimum.
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More Inside CRC

CRC Horse Show
Benefit

CRC will hold its first-ever
Horse Show Benefit at Oatland
Stables in Olney, Maryland August
2-3, 1997 This prestigious horse show
will be part of the Howard County
Horse Show Association’s point
awards series for Hunters/Jumpers.
Activities will include a barbecue and
pony rides for children. The event is
being coordinated by Phillip E.
Thommen, CRC’s new Director of
Marketing, with assistance by James
Prettyman and Chrissy Keys
Cockburn.

For information, contact CRC
or Thommen at (410) 549-6220.

County Fairs
CRC is establishing Informa-
tion Booths at local county fairs this
summer. If interested in participant,
contact CRC or Thommen at (410)
549-6220.

Donors are
Appreciated

CRC thanks everyone who
contributed to CRC in the charity
drive that took place in all federal
government offices in the Fall of
1996.

CRC is listed as number 1513
in the Children’s Charities of
America listing, which is part of the
Independent Charities of America.
We also thank those who contribute
to CRC in the Washington, D.C., and
San Francisco (Bay Area) United
Way campaigns.

We also thank those who con-
tribute to CRC through their United
Way in some other part of the coun-
try, where we are not listed, but
where employers may sometimes
allow employees to designate CRC.

CRC depends on volunteer
help and contributions for its exist-
ence.

If you wish to make your tax-
deductible contribution directly to
CRC, send it to CRC, 220 I Street,
Suite 140, Washington, D.C. 20002.

CRC on Internet

Interest in CRC on the Internet
is growing. Bruce Kaskubar, CRC
coordinator in Minnesota has placed
CRC on the Internet Worldwide
Web. For those of you with a
browser, the home page’s URL is
http://www.vix.com/crc/

Bruce would like to field ques-
tions about CRC from individuals,
as well as members of other groups.

Intellectual Property
Protection

Charlie Ruggiero, who ob-
tained trademark protection for the
name and logo “Children’s Rights
Council” and the name and logo for
our newsletter “Speak Out for Chil-
dren” is a specialist in trademark,
patent, copyright, and licensing law.
He is a partner in the law firm of
Ohlandt, Greeley and Ruggiero, 1
Landmark Square, Suite 903, Stam-
ford, CT 06901, telephone (203) 327
6067.

Beat the Tax Man:
Contribute to CRC
If you wish to consider leaving
a bequest or property to CRC, please
let CRC know of your generosity.
Contact your accountant or tax
advisor on the best way to structure
any such bequest.
Or contact CRC, and we can
suggest an accountant or tax advisor
to assist you.

Order CRC Book and Make Money!

CRC has bulk copies of the now out-of-print CRC Book The Best Parent is Both
Parents, which we can offer to you at a discount.

Order bulk copies (10 or more) of the book for only $4 a copy, resell the copies
for the list price of $10 each, and make a profit for you or your organization! Contact

CRC for more information
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Conference Highlights
Continued from page 13

passed to make corporal punishment
illegal, but not a criminal act.

* Primary prevention of physi-
cal abuse needs to focus on helping
parents avoid corporal punishment
because such a large population of
physical abuse cases occur as a re-
sult of corporal punishment escalat-
ing out of control.

* Efforts to limit corporal pun-
ishment must address the entire com-
munity, not just parents, because par-
ents are subject to criticism by rela-
tives and friends if the child persists
in a misbehavior, and the parent does
not spank.

Some other speakers at the conference in-
cluded:

Melinda Blau, “Valuing Fami-
lies—The Media and the Family”;

Miriam Galper Cohen,
A.C.S.W,, LS.W,, “Long Distance
Parenting”;

Marjorie L. Engel, “Men’s and
Women’s Issues as They Affect Chil-
dren of Divorce”;

John Guidubaldi, Ph.D.,
“Recommendations to the National
Commission on Child and Family
Welfare”;

E. Mavis Hetherington, P:.D.
“Physical Legal Shared Parenting
(Joint Custody—What it is, What
Works and What Doesn’t)” and “The
Move-Away Case: The Important
Factors in Dealing with a Significant
Geographic Move by One Parent”;

Wade Horn, Ph.D., “Politics
and the Family: Federal and State
Policies and Their Impact on Fami-
lies”;

Jeffrey M. Leving, Esquire,
“The Fatherless Child Syndrome”;

Charles A. Zapf, M.D., “Dis-
tance and Divorce - The Move-Away
Case”.

Super Blue Green Algae
Eat it - get healthy
Share it - get wealthy
For free information, call
1-800-659-8055 ext.11101

Spring 1997
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National Affiliate Organizations and Chapters

National Affiliate
Organizations

Mothers Without Custody
(MW/OC)

P.O. 77. Box 27417

Houston, TX 77227-7418
Joint membership in MW/
OC and CRC: $35.00 a year

Parents Without Partners
(PWP)

Pat Boyd, president

401 N. Michigan Avenue
Chicago, 1L 60611
312-644-6610

Members of PWP join CRC
for only $20.00 a year.

Stepfamily Association of

America (SAA)

Judith L. Bauersfeld, Ph.D.,

president

215 Centennial Mall South,

Suite 212

Lincoln, Nebraska 68505

(402) 4777837

Joint membership in SAA

and CRC: $35.00 for the first
ear

TELL THE ABOVE

ORGANIZATION THAT

YOU WANT A JOINT

MEMBERSHIPIN THEIR

GROUP AND IN CRC

CRC Chapters

CRC of Japan

Walter Benda

P.O. Box 583

Max Meadows, VA 24360
(540) 637-3576

and

Brian Thomas
4-18-15-903 Kamiki Tazawa
Setagaya-Ku

Tokyo, Japan 156
01181353174371

Alabama

E.D. Wilson, coordinator
CRC of Alabama

12890 Dixie Road
Fairhope, AL 36532-4754
(334) 928-0464

Alaska

Diana Buffington
CRC of Alaska
317 Maple
Kodiak, AK 99615
(907) 486-2290

Arkansas
for information, contact the

CRC office

California
Patricia Gehlen, coordinator
(916) 635-2590

Will Brown, president

CRC of California,
Sacramento chapter

P.O. Box 60811
Sacramento, CA 95860-0811
Tel: (916) 488-KIDS

Fax: (916) 441-2024
E-mail: acw@ix.netcom.com

Regional chapters and
directors

Los Angeles, Keith Fagan
(818) 705-4752

Placer and Nevada counties
John Costello

(916) 489-3482
Riverside, Ted Hill

(909) 781-7277

Solano, lvy Walker

(707) 451-7481

Yolo, Kitty Jackson

(916) 753-8867

Colorado

Mark Entrekin, coordinator
CRC of Colorado

4715 Ranch Circle
Colorado Springs, CO
80918-4118

(719) 548-8798

Delaware

James A. Morning, president
CRC of Delaware

P.O. Box 1311

Dover, DE 19901

(302) 734-8522

District of Columbia
Frank Banner, coordinator
CRC of the District of
Columbia

Hillcrest Children’s Center
1325 “W” Street N.W 3rd
floor

Washington, D.C. 20009
(202) 232-6100

Florida

Kris Kline, coordinator
CRC of Florida

355 Shore Drive
Ellenton, FL 34222
Tel: (941) 722-8688
Fax: (813) 620-9068

Georgia

Harry A. Prillaman,
coordinator

CRC of Georgia
1645 Williams Drive
Marietta, GA 30066
(770) 425-1395

Hlinois

Terry Cady, coordinator
CRC of lllinois

905 Wayne Avenue
Deerfield, 1L 60015

tel (847) 374-0461

fax (312) 322-3553

Indiana

David Dinn, coordinator
CRC of Indiana

2625 N. Meridian, Suite 202
Indianapolis, IN 46208-7703
phone & fax (317) 925-5433

Grandparent Rights in
New Strength (G.R.LN.S.)
Kay and Ray Berryhill, co-
directors

0689 CR 5

Corunna, Indiana 46730
(219) 281-2384

Iowa - See Nebraska/Iowa

Kansas

For chapter information,
contact national CRC office
(202) 547-6227

Kentucky

Kevin O’Brien

CRC of Kentucky

P.O. Box 76266

Highland Heights, KY 41076
(513) 624-7223

Louisiana

Nancy Haber, L.P.N.
CRC of Louisiana
P.O. Box 742
Farmerville, LA 71241
(318) 338-0003

Maryland

Harvey Walden, coordinator
CRC of Maryland

417 Pershing Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20910-
4254

(301) 588-0262

Massachusetts

Ted Ell, president

CRC of Cape Cod

1 Emily’s Lane

Sandwich, MA 02563-2794
Tel: (508) 420-1701

Fax: (508) 428-5976

Richard Covino, chairperson
CRC of Boston

31 North Stret

Hanover, MA 02339

(617) 871-7861

George Kelly, chairman
Concerned Fathers of
Massachusetts, Inc.

P.O. Box 2768

Springfield, MA 01101-2768
Tel: (413) 736-7432

Fax: (413) 732-3867

Michigan

Barbara Toth, coordinator
CRC of Michigan

P.O. Box 653

Edmore, M1 48829-0653
(517) 427-5774

Minnesota

Bruce Kaskubar, coordinator

CRC of Minnesota

5905 Chateau Road N.W.

Rochester, MN 55901

Tel and fax: (507) 289-5745
(call before faxing)

Missouri

Steve Woodrow, coordinator
510 South Fillmore

St. Louis, MO 63122

(314) 984-8577

Nebraska/Iowa
Lyn and William Huerter,
coordinators

E @C&%EST COPY AVAILABLE

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Mike Hyland, president
CRC of Nebraska

P.O. Box 37387
Omaha, NE 68137-5387
(402) 330-3353

New Jersey

Dominick Romano,
president

New Jersey Council for
Children’s Rights
(NJCCR)

P.O. Box 316

Pluckemin, NJ 07978-0316
(201) 694-9323

New York

Kim Boedecker-Frey,
coordinator

CRC of New York

231 Main Street, Suite 1
Vestal, NY 13850

(607) 785-9338

Serge Prengel, president
CRC of New York City
c/o Mission Advertising
27 W. 24th St., #603
New York, NY 10010
(212) 431-7724

North Carolina

Fred Wall, Jr. coordinator
509 N. Seventh Street
Wilmington, NC 28401
(910) 762-4952

Angie Lapish,

CRC of Hickory

823 Bristol Drive
Statesville, NC 28677
(704) 871-0033

Ohio

Margaret Wuwert,
coordinator

(419) 472-1471

CRC of Northwest Ohio
P.O. Box 12499

Toledo, OH 43606

(419) 885-1135

Warren Kowalka, chairman

Kevin O’Brien, director
P.O. Box 8805
Cincinnati, OH 45208

1714 SE Harold
Portland, Oregon 97202
Tel: (503) 232-8630
Fax: (503) 233-3630

Pennsylvania

Michael E. Jones, coordina-
tor

CRC of Pennsylvania

RD 2, Box 290

Seward, PA 15954

(818) 446-4207

Tennessee

David Courson, coordinator
CRC of Tennessee

5914 Charlotte Avenue
Nashville, TN 37209

(615) 356-6000

Texas

Children’s Rights Coalition
(Affiliate)

P.O. Box 12961

Capitol Station

Austin, TX 78711-2961

Tel: (512) 499-8CRC

Fax: (512) 499-8056

Vermont

Laurie Casey, coordinator
CRC of Vermont

P.O. Box 81

Moriah Center, NY 12961
Tel and Fax: (518) 942-3366

Virginia
Cindy Ewing, coordinator
(757) 543-5993

John Vaughan, president
CRC of Virginia, Tidewater
chapter

P.O. Box 61245

Virginia Beach, VA 23462
(757) 463-KIDS

Murray Steinberg, president
CRC of Virginia, Richmond
chapter

10210 Pepperhill Lane
Richmond, VA 23233-3835
(804) 740-9889

Paul Robinson, president
Fathers United for Equal
Rights and Women’s

Tel: (513) 6247223 Coalition
P.O. Box 1323
Oregon Arlington, VA 22210-1323
Roy Nolan, coordinator (703) 451-8580
CRC of Oregon
r )

fice at (202) 547-6227

Spring 1997

CRC WANTS CHAPTERS IN EVERY STATE!!!
For development of chapters in states that do not
yet have any CRC chapters, contact national CRC of-

Join CRC, then ask for a copy of the 100-page
CRC booklet that explains everything you need to know
about affiliation. The cost of the booklet is $15.00.

To form additional chapters in states that already
have one or more chapters, contact the state coordina-
\.or or existing state chapter head listed above. - /)

Speak Out For Children
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’Iha,nk YOU., COIItl‘iblltOI'S!we wish to thank those who have joined, renewed

their membership, contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from CRC from October 1, 1996 through December

31, 1997 * Denotes life members of CRC (financial contributions totaling $500 or more).

Jed Abraham M Adams
Mark Adams

Dene Allshouse
Fabio Alvaro

Alfred Artesona
Michael Austin
Stephen Barron
Edward Barton

Carl Baust
Satoshi/Jane Bautista
Lawrence Bengson
Carolyn Biderman
*David Birney

Mary Blakely
Leonard Blayer
Gary Boehm

George Boles

Robert Brannon
Christopher Brown
*Howard Brown
Robert Brown
Douglas Camp
Kathleen Campanile
Ron Campbell
Stephen Carrier
Leigh Joy Carson
Tim Cator

Nancy Centrella
Randy Chenevert
David Chervick
Leighton Chong
Peter Churins

James Cloyes
Andrew/Virgi Collins/
Barnbhill

Mary Cooper

John Costello

Ann Costilow
James & Lois Cowan
Alden Croyle
Thomas Cullen

Jeff & Karen Cunnigan
Richard Curioso
Nicholas Daddazio
Robert Dalton

Earl Daniels

Brian Darr

Earl Debold

*Wiley Dobbs
Frank/Patrick Durkee
Gary Elliott

Steven Engen

Mark Entrekin

Vicky Estep

John Farley

Robert Fay

James Felder

Ray Fernandez
Antonio Ferrer

Bill Filgate

Steve Fleming
Don/Lorraine Franz
Lyle Fullmer
Michael Fusco
William Gardner
*Gary Garriott
John Gearhart
Doug Giles

John Golberg
Jean-Claude Goldenstein
Michael Gordon
Charles Gower
Evan Grace
Sam/Taressa Green
Steve Greenspan
Brenda Griffin
Trent Gunnin
Dennis Guttsman
Diane Halbig

Doris Hanson
Timothy Harlett
Raymond Hart

S Riley Hart

Chuck Harvey (Charles J)
Doug Harwager
Helen Harwager
Larry Hastings

Sue Hathorn
Kevin/Claudi Henry/
Anderson

Jim Hilkert
Jack/Robyn Hilyard
Daniel Hirshfield
Scott Hopkins
Robert Howard
Steven/Carol Hoyt
Stewart Iden
Michael/Cathy Jackson
Mark Jaeger

Robert Jaeger

Jeff & Kathy Jamroz
Dennis Johnson
Rebecca Johnson
Lamar Jones

Pamela Jones

Tanya Jones

Timothy Joyce
Hoffer Kaback
Matt Kaplowitz
Arthur Katz
Les/Rhonda Kendrick
Ken Kholos
Paul Kirchmeier
Barbara Kline
Joseph Knapp
Kim Kotzen

Jan Kozlowski
*Walter Kuckes
Patrick Lacy
Judy Lanpheir
Vicki Lansky
Michael Law
Cathy Lawrenz
Mary Jo Leavelle
Art Lehman
Wiladimir Lemberg
Ned Lenox
Jerry Lester
David Levick
Charles Levy
Leonard Lipshultz
Paul Locigno
Ralph Logan
Anthony/Caro
Louderback
Fernan Luna
Ron MacDonald
John Macci

A Jayne Major
Fred Manown
*Ann Marini
Randy Marker
Paul Marosi
Kathryn Marsh
Walter Martin
Mark McDonald
Robert McInturf
William McLeod
*Walter McNamara
Fred Meder
Lauri Meredyth
Peter Miller
Russ Miller
Susan Miller
Dean Minnix
Scott Mlyn

John Money
Wilbur Monroe

. Pat Moore

Lawrence Morgan
Art Morris

Rudy Munoz
Dennie/Carol Murata
Margaret

Tim Murray
Sharon Myers
Howard Nash
Wade Newman
Joseph Nittoli
Harry Nolan
Charles Norwood
Jjim Nycum
William Odom
Dione Oliver
Alberto Ortiz

John Overly
Doreen Owen
Robert Owen
Tom/Bernice Oxier
Dawn-Marie Park
Joe Parr

William Paull

Hans Pawlisch
John & Lisa Peddar
Don Peery

Roy Pertile

Rich Peters

Rusty Peverell

Al & Winnie Pierce
Ken Pilon

Denise Pitts
Emanuel Plesent
Serge Prengel
Dianna Quinn
Craig Raddatz
Joan Ramos
Kenneth Ricci
Terry Ridenour
Christopher Robin
Gene Robinson
Dominick Romano
Lawrence Sacchetti
*Joseph Sahid
Lewis Satloff
Milton/Grace Saunders
John Scabowski
Tony Scalera
William Schnellbaecher
Brad Schultz

Jeff Seat

Joe Seldner

Robin Shapiro
Karen Shaw
Richard Shoemaker
Jeanne Sidoruk
Chris Sieczka
Nathan Silverman
Mike/Stacey Simons/
Morford

Dan Slandzicki
David Smith
*Donald Smith
Edward/Jane Snodgrass
Francis Sowa

Ted Spear
Murray Steinberg
Edward Stephens
Zack Stewart
Greg Stidham
Robert Stien
Vivian Stoutimore
Mark Strojek
Michael Strong
Ann Swango
Frank Szymanski
David Tait

John Talerico
James Taylor
*Robert Thomas
Thomas Thornton
Bob Toerner
Dwayne Torres
Richard Torres
Thomas Tortora
Rick Trammell
Dimitrios Tsarnas
Karel Van Haeften
Sam Vandell
John Vaughan
Pablo/Sharon Vazquez
Douglas Waldman
Erin Wallace

Ian Warburg
O’Shay Watson
Susette Watt
Ernest Weeks
Daniel Williams
Ernest Williams
Herbert Williams
E. Wilson

Eddie Wilson
Steve Witters
Frieda Young

Copies of the model child support guideline prepared by
CRC that is based on a child having two parents are still available

CRC Guideline Available

from the federal government.

This is the first time that the federal government has ever
distributed a guideline that takes into account the direct expendi-

tures on a child by the non-custodial parent.

To obtain a copy of the federal publication, phone (202)
401-9383, which is the Office of Child Support Enforcement’s
Child Support Reference Center, located at 370 L'Enfant Prom-

publication, entitled “Child Support Guidelines: The Next Gen-
eration”, as long as supplies last.

Copies of the guideline itself as published by the govern-
ment are available from CRC for $5.00 for CRC members, and
$10.00 for non-members, including shipping and handling.

If you would like to contact Don Bieniewicz, author of the
guideline, for his assistance in getting this guideline adopted in
the states, write him at 10004 Fairoaks Road, Vienna, VA 22181,
contact him via email at DonBien@erols.com, or phone 703-255-

enade SW, Washington, D.C. 20447. There is no charge for the
Page 18 Speak Out For Children Spring 1997
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Here are some SPECIAL ADDITIONS to the
Children’s Rights Council
7997

CATALOG OF RESOURCES
for parents and professionals

The CRC Catalog lists more than 100 books, writ-
ten reports, audio-cassettes, model bills, and gifts for
children. Members can receive additional free copies
of the catalog by contacting CRC. Non-members can
order one for $1. Write to: CRC, 220 I Street, NE,
Suite 140, Washington, DC 20002-4362.

r—-—————- - ————— 1
. I Order Form I
Publisher Close-Out | | - |
The CRC Book - The Best Parent is Both Parents | | Tftle |
As long as supplies last! Tftle |
Bulk copies for $4 each. Sell them for $10 || "° Toul I
and make a profit. Send check to CRC. : S/H $3.00 first item :
| $1/00 each addtl. item |

Total enclosed
Leslee Newman, an attorney in California | I
who has expertise in move-away issues, will give a | or MC, VISA, AMEX I
free 15 to 30 minute consultation to CRC members | # I
on move-away issues. Phone Leslee Newman at | exp. date |
(714)282-1515 | I
| Send to: CRC Books |
Children’s Rights Council’s | 220 | Sreet N.E. |
| Suite 140 |
QUICK SALE BOOKS | Washington, D.C. 200092 |
BIG DISCOUNTS FOR ORDERS BY JULY 15, | Phone your order to CRC at 209/547-69297 I
OR UNTIL LIMITED SUPPLY RUNS OUT | Fax your order to CRC at 209/546-4979 |

Title Author(s) Regular Price Your Discount Price
Man Enough Frank Pittman $23.95 $11.00
The Kid’s Book of Divorce Earl Rofes 10.95 5.00
Questions from Dad Dwight Twilley 15.00 7.00
Second Chances Judith Wallerstein & Sandra Blakeslee 17.95 8.00
Divorced Women, New Lives Ellie Wymard 4.95 Extra Low Price 2.00
How to Survive Your Parents’ Divorce: Kids Advice to Kids  Gayle Kimball 9.95 4.00
For the Sake of the Children Kris Kline & Stephen Pew 18.75 9.00
Divorce Book for Parents Vicki Lansky 18.95 9.00
At My Father’s Wedding: Reclaiming ourTrue Masculinity John Lee 10.00 Extra Low Price 2.00
| Think Divorce Stinks Marcia Lebowitz 4.95 2.00
The Divorce Decisions Workbook, Margorie Engel 15.00 7.00
The Myth of Male Power Warren Farrell 13.00 6.00
Why Men Are the Way They Are Warren Farrell 5.99 3.00
The Liberated Man Warren Farrell 5.99 3.00
Protocols for Sex Abuse Evaluations Richard Gardner, M.D. 40.00 30.00
Discipline That Works Thomas Golden 10.95 4.00
Parent vs. Parent Stephen Herman 20.95 9.00
The Adult Children of Divorce Workbook Mary Hirschfeld 11.95 5.00
The Divorce Workbook, by Sally lves David Fassler & Michelle Lasch 12.95 6.00
Negotiating Love: How Women and Men Can

Resolve Their Differences Ricki Robbins Jones 10.00 Extra Low Price 3.00

40




A NON-PROFIT, TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION STRENGTHENING FAMILIES Non-Profit Organization
AND ASSISTING CHILDREN OF SEPARATION AND DIVORCE U.S. Postage
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Washington, D.C.
220 I Street NE « Suite 140 » Washington, DC 20002

Permit #881
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a CRC chapter if one exists in your state (See list page BUTED BY:
on 17). Or send this form to tyhe address below. Ei- DISTRI

ther way, you will receive a New Member Packet. Your
membership contribution is TAX-DEDUCTIBLE.

L New Member, $35 URenewal, $35

U Sustaining Member, $60 ~ Sponsor, $125

ULife Member, $500 W Other, $
Benefits Include:
Name: * Quarterly Newsletter
* “Best Parent...”
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Access/Visitation Grant Money Available Now

A substantial portion of the first $10 mil-
lion in grants provided by the Welfare Reform
law to promote access/visitation should be dis-
tributed to the states by September 30, 1997.

Each state 1s eligible to receive at least
$50,000, but under a formula based in part on
the number of single parents in a state, some
large states could qualify for up to $500,000 or
more in funds.

The process for the states is simple: all
they had to do was complete an application form
provided by the federal Office of Child Support
Enforcement, saying what they would like to do
with the money.

After receiving the funds, states will have
until August 1998 to spend the funds on the
programs listed in the application.

The welfare reform law states that the pur-
pose of the funding is “to establish and admin-
ister programs to support and facilitate non-cus-
todial parents’ access to and wvisitation of their
children.”

Federal ofticials are only considering ap-
plications that provide funds for one or more of
the seven programs listed by Congress in the
Weltare Reform Law. They are: mediation (both
voluntary and mandatory), counseling, educa-
tion, development of parenting plans, visitation
enforcement (including monitoring, supervision
and neutral drop-off and pickup), and develop-
ment of guidelines for visitation and alternative
custody arrangements.”

Another round of grants in which each
state will receive at least $100,000 will be

awarded after October 1 (and each year thereaf-
ter). So states could obtain two grants rather
quickly during this year, once before October
1, and again after October 1.

The welfare law says that states can pass
through the funds to “court systems and non-
profit groups.”

Family Support Network

The Children’s Rights Council is currently
introducing “The Family Support Network” to
those states interested in obtaining access/ visi-
tation funding. The conceptual brainchild of
Laurie Casey, CRC Director of Development,
with the assistance of Lori Mesli, Chairman,
CRC of Vermont, “The Family Support Net-
work” is the foundation on which America’s
children and their parents can build more ben-

Continued on page 3

CRC Summer 1997 Interns (1o 1) DorotliyJo Yankoskre,
LElvse Weidliorn, Brandon Ticwell, and Anna Sanclicornh
witl Sen. Kent Conrad (D-IND)

North Dakota was ranked by CRC as the best state to raise
achild. (See page 1)

Attend CRC’'s 11th National Conference October 23 - 26, 1997 in Washington, D.C.
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“Speak Out for Children”is published by the Children’s Rights Council,

Inc. Editor: David L. Levy.

Contributors to this Issue: Don Bientewicz, Harvey Walden, Phillip Thommen,
David Dinn; college student interns Ben Rogers, College of William and Mary; Anna
Stinchcomb, Miamt University (Ohio); Brandon Tidwell, University of Mary Hardin-
Baylor; Elyse Weidhorn, Cornell University; DorothyJo Yankoskie, Susquehanna
University. Newsletter layout by Kathleen L. Ballard

About CRC

The Children’s Rights Council
(CRC) is a nation-wide, non-profit IRS
501(c)(3) children’s rights organization
based in Washington, D.C.

CRC works to strengthen families
through education and advocacy. We favor
family formation and family preservation,
but if families break up, or are never
formed, we work to assure a child the fre-
quent and continuing contact with two par-
ents and extended family the child would
normally have during a marriage. Our motto
1s “The Best Parent is Both Parents.”

For the child’s benefit, CRC favors
parenting education before marriage, dur-
ing marriage, and in the event of separation.
We work to demilitarize divorce between
parents who are involved in marital disputes,

CRC is a member (Number 1513) of

Children’s
Chartties of

substituting conciliation and mediation for
the adversarial process, and providing for
emotional and financial child support. We
also favor school-based programs for chil-
dren at risk.

Formed in 1985 by concerned par-
ents who have more than 40 years collec-
tive experience in divorce reform and early
childhood education, CRC has chapters in
32 states and three national affiliate organi-

.zations: Mothers Without Custody (MW/

OCQ), Parents Without Partners (PWP), and
the Stepfamily Association of America
(SAA).

Prominent professionals in the fields
of religion, law, social work, psychology,
child care, education, business, and govern-
ment comprise our Advisory Panel.

Material in this newsletter authored

America

by CRC may be reprinted without permis-
sion, provided the source (“Reprinted from
the Children’s Rights Council newsletter
‘Speak Out for Children,” Summer 1997"
1s given. For non-CRC material, obtain per-
misston from the copyright owner. For fur-
ther information about CRC membership,
publications, cassettes, catalog, and services,
write: CRC, 220 “I” Street N.E., Suite 140,
Washington, D.C. 20002; phone (202) 547-
6227; fax (202) 546-4CRC (4272).

With a browser, the CRC home
page’s URL is http://www.vix.com/crc/
CRC’s email address: credc@erols.com
Speak Out for Children is published four
times a year and Is sent free to members.
Library rate: $20.00 a year. Send letters,
comments and articles for publication to
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Surprisingly, Liberals Conclude that Money Has Little Impact

on the Well-Being of Poor People
From an article in U.S. News & World Report, June 2, 1997

Conservatives have long claimed
that very poor families and their children
fail because the parents are unlike other
parents, while liberals have countered
that poor families and their kids are just
like everyone else—except that they have
less money.

Two new books by left-leaning
academics have surprisingly reinforced
the conservative argument. Susan
Mayer’s What Money Can’t Buy, pub-
lished by Harvard University Press, and
the forthcoming Consequences of Grow-
mg Up Poor, edited by Greg Duncan
and Jeanne Brooks-Gunn for the
Russell Sage Foundation, both conclude
that income per se has a smaller impact
on how poor children fare than many
Americans—and most traditional liber-
als—believe.

At the conclusion of their 610-
page tome, Duncan and Brooks-Gunn
report that they and their fellow re-
searchers found no evidence that “in-
come transfers alone would produce a
dramatic improvement in the physical
health, mental health or...behavioral
development of (low-income) children.”

Unlike many other studies that use
one-time snapshots of the poor, both

by David Whitman

books rely on new research that tracks
poor families over years, even decades.
Mayer calculates that even if
policymakers miraculously managed to
double the income of the poorest 20
percent of families, the national teen-
childbearing rate would drop only from
20 percent to 18 percent, the high school
dropout rate would go from 17.3 per-
cent to 16.1 percent, and the mean num-
ber of years people were in school would
nse from 12.80 to 12.83. She concludes,
too, that doubling poor families’ income
would hardly change the proportion of
young women who become single moth-
ers and might actually increase idleness
among young men by reducing their in-
centive to work.

Reluctantly, Mayer reaches a very
unliberal conclusion: Parents’ charac-
ter—their skills, diligence, honesty, and
good health—probably matter more to
children’s prospects than money. “Al-
though children’s opportunities are un-
equal,” she writes, “income inequality
1s not the primary reason.”

Duncan and Brooks-Gunn aren’t
quite that bleak. They, too, conclude that
income alone has almost no impact on

the odds that poor adolescents will drop
out of school, bear a child out of wed-
lock, attend college, avoid poverty as an
adult, or be in bad health. But they do
find that when poor parents have more
money, their children’s aptitude and
educational achievement scores rise sub-
stantially, up until about the age of 5.

The extra income enables parents
to provide preschoolers with more
books, educational toys, and opportu-
nities for travel, and it also appears to
boost their children’s subsequent
chances of fimishing high school.

Nonetheless, the researchers did
not find that income early in life had
much 1mpact years later on poor
children’s behavior or health.

One immediate implication of
these findings 1s that the new welfare re-
form law could have a mixed impact on
poor children.

The good news is that adolescents
whose families suffer a modest income
loss in coming years may not be dam-
aged much as a result.

The bad news is that...f parents
become nearly destitute, their children
are likely to suffer with them.

Access/Visitation

Conutnued from page |

eficial and ongoing relationships.
Casey says, “By identifying and
matching community-based service pro-
viders with volunteers and other inter-
csted individuals, the project brings to-
gether the emotional and financial sup-
port necessary to nurture a healthy and
safe environment for children and their
parents to pursue or continue their par-
ent-child relationships. Its ultimate goal,
therefore, is to instill not only the im-

portance of both parents in a child’s life,

but more importantly, the ongoing com-
munity support necessary for a child to
successfully thrive in a mult-family en-
vironment.”

CRC is working with several inter-
ested states, as well as interested state
chapters. While state chapters are iden-
tifying local service providers, CRC
President David L. Levy, Casey and
Mesli are continuing communications
with political and administrative person-
nel at the local, state, and federal levels
of government.

It is the intention of Casey and
Maesli to establish this much-needed pro-
gram throughout the U.S., with or with-
out federal funding. “To us, the needs
of children are far too great to ignore,”
they said. “And it is our belief that be-
cause there exists such an abundance of
nterest, local community leaders and
parents will not allow such an opportu-
nity to shp by.”
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Casey and Mesli are currently
implementing such a program in Ver-
mont. On March 1, 1997, “The Family
Tree Access Center” began offering
families a low-cost or no-cost opportu-
nity to nurture beneficial outcomes for
their children while increasing parent
awareness of the rewards of cooperative
parenting.

For more information and/or as-
sistance in helping your state pursue the
development of the Family Support
Network, contact Laurie Casey at
518-942-3366, or David L. Levy at
202-547-6227.

Gain Immortality!
Estabhsh a fund in CRC in your
name or the name of a loved one.
Contact CRC for information.
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The CRC Veew

by David L. Leuy

In 1985, when CRC first began, we
were the only organization talking about
the need of a child for two parents. Now,
years later, as the data piles up about the
harm that many children suffer from di-
vorce, and the need of children for fathers as well as mothers
for healthy childhood development, many organizations, au-
thors, and the media are talking the same language.

“David L. Levy and CRC were voices in the wilderness
12 years ago,” founding CRC member Walter Kuckes of Min-
nesota told us recently, “You were talking about the need of
children for two parents long before it became a popular is-
sue.” :

Levy

Just recently, noted researcher Judith Wallerstein re-
ported that childhoods spent in unhappy solitude, adoles-
cence roiled by drug and alcohol abuse, adulthood compro-
mised—are the stark legacies for children of divorce.

A full quarter century after their parents divorce, chil-
dren remain emotionally troubled, Wallerstein found.
Haunted by lingering memories of the divorce and hurtful
aftermath, the children shy away from intimacy, are mistrust-
ful of marriage, and fear starting families of their own.

Half of these studied got deeply involved with drugs
and alcohol.

One third ended their education with high school.
While others continued their education and entered the work-
ing world, they did not match their parents earning levels.

Their overall trend: downward.

Wallerstein was echoing what all other researchers on
divorce, including John Guidubaldi, Sanford Braver, and Joan
Kelly, have found.

And that is, in general: divorce is a long-time stressor of
children. 1 once talked with a 6th grade teacher who said that
she could generally spot the children of divorce in her class-
room. They were usually more troubled, did less well in prob-
lem solving, and had more emotional problems.

These are 11 and 12 year old children, and a perspica-
cious teacher was able to spot which ones came from divorced
households!

Was the teacher infallible? No. Was she 100% right in
her ability to spot children from divorced families? No. Did
she mean children of divorce always did worse? Of course
not. Many clildren of divorce do well.

It is just that on balance, this teacher was finding what
the researchers have found—divorce creates more problems
and hurdles for children to overcome.

This and future newsletters will carry articles
on consumer-oriented issues such the tax conse-
quences of divorce, legal issues, the new record keep-
ing (accounting) you may be responsible for in di-
vorce, and other 1ssues relating to maintaining your
relationship with your children. The purpose of these
articles will be to better educate our readers on is-
sues of importance to them and their fanules.

In addition, a regular column by CRC Presi-
dent David L. Levy (and sometimes a guest column
by others) will talk about policy issues and changes i
the U.S. that aflect our readers.

The “sleeper effect” means that many of those prob-
lems do not surface for many years following the divorce,
such as the mistrust of marriage in the children’s lives.

The Children’s Rights Council knows that research is
the fundament of any education and advocacy organization,
but we have never been content to only evaluate the research,
and lament the problems.

Our focus has always been on problem solving. We
have, with the support of our chapters and members, offered
solutions to the larger community of political leaders, com-
mentators, and the public.

We have said that we know marriage is the best insula-
tion for children. But while America struggles to restore the
culture of marriage that prevailed for ages in all cultures prior
to the divorce revolution of the 1970’s, what are we to do
with the children of divorce? Just ignore them? Or only fo-
cus on financial support?

Hardly. We have preached the message that children’
need emotional as well as financial support. We have said
“The Best Parent is Both Parents.” Not to criticize single
parents, who do all they can for their children. But to work
for joint custody (shared parenting), mediation, parenting
education, and the demilitarization of divorce.

We have told countless people who call our office that
the problem is not your lawyer, your children, or your ex-
spouse. The problem is a combative legal system that allows
and even encourages the warfare to continue. We must re-
place the battling with neutral, family friendly mediation and
conciliation.

Have we made progress over the past 12 years? Un-
questionably.

Is there a long road stll yet to go? Undoubtedly.

But with the help of all our supporters, and with a spiri-
tual as well as a practical approach, we shall make even more

progress for children and families in the future.

Thank you all for all the support you have given, and
continue to give, to these noble efforts.

discount.

ORDER CRC BOOK AND MAKE MONEY!

CRC has bulk copies of the now out-of-print CRC Book The Best Parent is Both Parents, which we can offer to you at a

Order bulk copies (10 or more) of the book for only $4 a copy, resell the copies for the list price of $10 each, and make a
profit for you or your organization! Contact CRC for more information. S/H $3 for the 1st copy, $1 for ea. addt’l copy.
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Around the _CAo"u ntry

Iowa
Joint Custody/Access

Laws Strengthened

It is now easier to get joint physi-
cal custody, more access/visitation en-
forcement, and stronger remedies in

' case of a move-away,
as a result of a new
law 1in Iowa. The
new law also allows
judges to impose
cash bonds against
parents with a his-
tory of access inter-
ference, and revokes
the requirement of financial child sup-
port to age 22.

~ The changes were passed by the
state legislature, signed by Gov. Terry
Branstad (R-IA), and took effect on July
1, 1997. Dick Woods of Iowa, who
spearheaded the changes, said that the
new law, known as House File 612,

1) Makes it easier to get joint physi-
cal custody (which Iowa calls joint physi-
cal care), which Iowa courts define as
between 25 to 50 percent of time be-
tween the child and a parent on a year
round basis.

Although Iowa has been consid-
ered to have a presumption for joint cus-
tody since 1982, the new law takes away
language that Woods says lowa conrts
had sometimes used against joint physi-
cal custody. Woods says the new provi-
sion makes it absolutely clear that joint
legal and physical custody are both fa-
vored by the legislature.

2) Provides for more access/visi-
tation enforcement, including enabling
the court, as an alternative to contempt,
to order exchange of the child at a neu-
tral drop-off center. The court can also
impose sanctions, such as requiring joint
signatures on authorization forms for
school or other activities the child may
participate in, to enforce the joint legal
custody that is routinely given in Iowa.

3) If a custodial or primary care
parent moves out of state with the child,
the new law says a move of 150 miles or
more would be grounds for a substan-

Gov. Branstad

tial change of circumstances warranting
a change in the access/visitation sched-
ule, “to preserve the relationship with
the child” including shared transporta-
tion costs.

The new law also provides that if

there is a history of access/ visitation in-
terference, the physical care parent can
be required to post a cash bond to as-
sure future compliance with the visita-
tion order. The amount of the bond
would be at the court’s discretion.

“This cash bond provision is a
huge milestone for our movement” said
Woods.

Financial Child Support
to Age 22 Repealed
Previously, Iowa had a provision

for financial child support to age 22.
This provision was removed from Iowa
law in this new law, so that now, finan-
cial child support only goes to age 18,
unless a child is in high school, in which
case, child support can continue to age
19.

“Parents want to provide stepping
stones for their children, including col-
lege,” sald Woods, “but this should be
a matter between the parent and the
child,” said Woods.

Woods is credited with spearhead-
ing the original presumption for joint
custody {joint physical care) that became
law in Iowa in 1982, and this is the lat-
est strengthening of that law.

Woods is president of Fathers for
Equal Rights in Iowa, an affiliate of CRC

. of Nebraska/Iowa.

Divorce Education in
Maryland

A new Maryland law authorizes
Judges to require divorcing couples to
attend an educa-
tional seminar prior
to the divorce when
(hnancial) child sup-
port, custody or visi-
tation are issues in
the divorce action.

“That would
probably apply to

. Glendening
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most, if not all, separating parents,” said
Al Ellis, head of Maryland Families for
Divorce Reform, who works with CRC,
and who supported the bill. Parents
need not attend the seminars together,
Ellis noted.

The seminars will educate parents
about the effects of divorce on their
children’s lives and discuss ways to mini-
nize the disruption divorce causes.

The bill, sponsored by State Sen.
John J. Hafer, was signed into law by
Governor Parris Glendening, and will
take effect October 1, 1997.

Risa Garon, director of the Chil-
dren of Separation and Divorce Center,
Columbia, Maryland, was the catalyst for
the new law, which took several years of
work to pass the Maryland legislature.

The law is part of Maryland Family
Law Sec. 7-103.2.

False Memory Syndrome

The False Memory Syndrome
Foundation sponsored a conference
March 22-23, 1997, in Baltimore Mary-
land that focused on the use and mis-
use of generated memories from a
person’s earlier life. Harvey Walden,
CRC Coordinator for Maryland, who
attended the conference, said that “there
was discussion of the apparent wide-
spread misuse in child custody cases of
information a person supposedly is in-
duced to remember from his or her life
up to 20 or 30 years ago.”

FMSF was founded in 1992 by a
group of accused families and several
professionals from medical schools at
the University of Pennsylvania, and
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore.
The families were trying to deal with the
nightmare of being accused of abuse
during the childhoods of their now adult
children, and the legal ramifications of
lawsuits brought by the children, said
Walden.

For information contact Pamela
Freyd, Ph.D., executive director, FMSF,
3401 Market Street, Suite 130, Philadel-
phia, PA, 19104.

Speak Out For Children Page 5



CAPTA Revised to Provide
Relief from False Allegations

The Child Abuse Prevention and
Treatment Act (CAPTA), which has
long required the re-
porting of all sus-
pected child abuse,
was amended by
Congress in 1996 to
“eliminate blanket
immunity from pros-
ecution for persons
making knowingly
false allegations of child abuse or ne-
glect. Only good faith reports will be
protected by immunity,” said Sen. Dan
Coats (R-IN), one of the bill’s chief spon-
sors, in remarks on the Senate floor on
November 10, 1996.

The amendments to CAPTA are
resulting in more openness in the report-
ing of abuse and neglect cases, accord-
ing to the following Associated Press
story that appeared in newspapers
around the country on February 4, 1997.

Coats

By Sarah Nordgren
Associrated Press

CHICAGO - A 3-year old Chi-
cago boy is banged by his emotionally
disturbed mother. In New York, a 6-
year-old dies after being flung against a
wall by her mother, who believes the girl
1s possessed by the devil.

Laws designed to offer privacy to
children and families have been blamed
for hiding how much abuse was allowed
to happen in the first place. Now, sev-
eral states have passed laws that have
lifted the veil of secrecy that has kept
the media and public in the dark about
the 3 nullion reports of abuse and ne-
glect cases a year nationwide.

“The changes are long overdue,”
said Doug Besharov, an expert in fam-
ily policy at the American Enterprise
Institute. “It’s too easy for confidential-
ity to be used to protect agency mistakes
and incompetent casework.”

In Arizona and Idaho, lawmakers
have been given access to abuse and
neglect records to 1mprove oversight.
Colorado and Florida now make public

Page 6 Speak Out For Children
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abuse or neglect records in cases where
a child dies n state care.

A proposal to change the laws in
Illinois was sparked by cases such as the
1993 hanging of 3-year-old Joseph
Wallace, which prompted an outcry over
why the boy was returned to his emo-
tionally disturbed mother.

The state’s child welfare depart-
ment was barred by law and policy from
disclosing his mother’s lengthy history
with the department or the actions it had
taken in the case.

Now under a proposed plan, if a
person is charged with abusing a child
in his care, the state welfare agency can
release the child’s name, the services the
family received, or any previous claims
of abuse in the family.

Even the mention of the accused
abuser’s name by certain public officials
can trigger the release of case informa-
tion.

“The system does better when
exposed,” said Jess McDonald, the
state’s child welfare director. “It says to
people, if you haven’t done the right
thing in a case, you can’t hide behind
confidentiality.”

Not everyone sees disclosure as a
boon.

Chicago lawyer Diane Redleaf,
who represents parents in abuse and
neglect cases, is among those concerned
about the new reforms—Illinois in par-
ticular.

“Anybody who s the subject of (an
unsubstantiated) report can be subject
to disclosure under that,” Redleaf said.

Changes in the federal Child
Abuse and Prevention Act (CAPTA)
have moved states toward greater disclo-

Super Blue

Green
Eat it - get healthy
Share it - get wealthy
For free information, call
1-800-659-8055 ext.11101

Summer 1997

sure, said Howard Davidson, director of
the American Bar Association’s Center
on Children and the Law.

“States had generally felt con-
strained by federal law from that kind
of openness in records,” Davidson said.
“But after Elisa in New York City, the
(government) began to say it was going
to allow states to be flexible.”

(Editor’s note: In remarks on the Sen-
ate floor September 27, 1996, Sen.
Coats sard nearly 2 miullion of the 3 mil-
lion cases of abuse and neglect reported
each vear are “unsubstantiated reports
of child abuse and neglect that are filed
wrongfully and in some cases mali-
ciously.”)

IT LOOKS LIKE ANY
OTHER CREDIT CARD TO
YOU, BUT IT'S A DONA-

TION FOR CRC EVERY TIME

YOU USE IT!
INTRODUCING THE CRC GOLD
CARD and PREFERRED CARD
FROM MBNA

’-&8&@ lEB*i 5578

Every time you use your CRC VISA

card, CRC will receive a contribution at
no additional charge to youl Apply to-
day and help CRC! If you're going to
carry a card, why not carry a CRC card?

Call or Fax CRC for information.
Phone: (202) 547-6227
(202) 546-4272
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Jurisdiction Over
Interference With
Custody

A mother who fled with a child to
another state, instead of returning him
to his father in Virginia, cannot argue
that Virginia lacked jurisdiction in regard
to the custodial interference because the
act of withholding the child occurred
outside Virginia, the Virginia Court of
Appeals has ruled. The mother shared
joint legal and physical custody with the
father. She failed to return the child to
the father, after she had gone on a visit
to Wisconsin with the child. Subse-
quently, the mother fled to Colorado,
and later to California, where she was
arrested. The mother argued that her
conviction in Virginia for custodial in-
terference was improper, because juris-
diction is determined by where the child
is withheld from the custodial parent.
The appeals court disagreed, saying the
harm caused (depriving the father of cus-
tody) occurred within Virginia.
[Foster-Zahid v. Virginia, Va CtApp,
No. 1937-95-4, 11/12/96]

Support For Incarcerated
Children

A tnal court could properly sus-
pend a father’s support obligation for the
period during which his teenage sons
were in the custody of the state Depart-
ment of Youth Services, the Ohio Court
of Appeals has ruled. The appeals court
noted that the mother incurred expenses
only in providing the boys with minimal
necessities during their incarceration.
The result might have been different if
the mother had claimed that her fixed
expenses, such as housing, had not
changed during the boys’ absence.
[Sigler v. Sigler, Ohio CtApp, No.
15624, 11/1/96]

Split Custody And Child
Support

A court could properly order a

divorced father to pay $788 a month for

two children living with his ex-wife, and

order the mother to pay $339 a month

for one child living with the father,

In the Courts

Florida’s Fourth District Court of Ap-
peals ruled. The appeals court rejected
the father’s argument that the amounts
were arbitrary and unfair because they
deviated from the child support guide-
lines. The guidelines contain no provi-
sions explicitly relating to split custody
situation, the appeals court said. How-
ever, the appeals court said, in the ab-
sence of legislation, courts should adopt
auniform method applicable to split cus-
tody.

[Simpson V. Simpson, Fla
4thDistCtApp, No. 95-2386, 10/9/96]

Burden Of Proof

The Indiana Court of Appeals
ruled that the state, in prosecuting a
criminal charge of non-support of a
child, need not prove that the failure to
pay was voluntary or purposeful. The
appeals court ruled that the burden of
proving mability to pay rests on the de-
fendant. The defense of inability to pay
does not prove that a defendant was
guilty of knowingly or intentionally fail-
ing to pay support, although this defense
may relieve the defendant from crimi-
nal liability.
[Blatchford v. Indiana, Ind CtApp, No.
J8A01-9606-CR-215, 11/27/96)

Grandparent Visitation
Despite Connecticut’s grandpar-
ent visitation law, grandparents have no
right to seek visitation rights when their
grandchildren’s family is intact, the Con-
necticut Supreme Court has ruled. The
court construed the statute as applying
only in situations where the
grandchildren’s family has been dis-
rupted, whether by the parents’ de facto
separation, a parent’s death, or some
similar situation.
[Castagno v. Wholean, Conn SupCt,
239 Conn. 336, 11/26/96]

Support By Non-Parent
A man who is not the father of the
child in question can be forced to con-
tinue paying child support, because he
earlier acknowledged paternity of an
out-of-wedlock child, the Alabama Su-

Summer 1997

4o

]
|

preme Court has ruled. The court said
the father chose to accept the responsi-
bility of being the child’s legal father, re-
gardless of his doubts as to patermity. A
state statute allows a man adjudicated to
be a child’s biological father to reopen
the question of paternity, but the court
said this law is not designed to relieve a
man from a choice he made years ear-
lier simply because he is now unwilling
to pay support.

[Alabama ex rel. A.T. v. EW., Ala
SupCt, No. 1950631, 12/6/96]

The above cases are summarized
from Family Law Reporter. They appear
here by permission of the publisher,
The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.

Help Us Help Youl!

CRC needs equipment: :
* computers
* typewriters
% photocopy machines
% other office equipment

CRC needs volunteers to:

% do filing

% answer the phone

% work with celebrities

% work on the internet

% advocacy

% information

% fund-raising

% what else would you like to do?

Contact the national office or the chapter

nearest you to ask about their needs.

Thank you.

Amicus Briefs

If your case 1s on appeal, and you
would like CRC to consider writing an
amicus curaie (Friend of the Court)
brief, contact CRC. CRC cannot handle
cases at the trial level, and we do not
write the main appeal brief. An amicus
brief is a supplemental brief, telling the
court why this case is of significance not
only to the parties in the case, but to
other children and families as well. We
generally need 30 to 60 days before the
filing deadline. The writing of CRC
amicus briefs is supervised by CRC Gen-
eral Counsel Michael L. Oddenino.
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Mediation and Other Services Helpful,
Say Evaluators of 1988 Access Grants

The evaluators of the access dem-
onstrations grants authorized by Con-
gress under the 1988 Family Support
Act conclude that mediation, either vol-
untary or mandated, is a valuable tool
to assist parents in identifying their pa-
rental responsibilities, thus allowing
them to focus their energies upon the
needs of their children.

In their joint Report to Congress
of July 1996, the Center for Policy Re-
search and Policy Studies, Inc., hist four
significant indings in their evaluation of
demonstration projects in Idaho, Mas-
sachusetts, Florida, and Arizona.
Funded in 1990, these pilot sites em-
ployed mediation to resolve access dis-
putes. The measurable outcomes that
were anticipated included: decreasing
the time required to resolve actual dis-
putes; reducing unnecessary litigation;
improving voluntary compliance of
court-ordered access; and promoting the
healthy adjustment of children in tran-
sitional family settings.

The conclusions are promising:
“In Arizona 60 percent of the parents
believed that telephone monitoring was
an effective tool.” “Forty percent of the
parents in Idaho positively cited the edu-

cational and counseling sessions.”
“More than 50 percent of the fathers in
Massachusetts felt on-site services were
helpful.” Approximately 60 percent of
all parents rated the educational sessions
as “helpful,” while 45 percent rated
counseling equally helpful.

The settlement rates for participat-
ing parents were in the range of 65 to
70 percent. Following mediated settle-
ments, “the incidence of relitigation over
access issues within a six-month time
frame was quite low.” The mediated
settlements also reported better complhi-
ance with child support orders as com-
pared with their counterparts which did
not take part in the mediation program.

“Access 1s a problem for many
parents and there is a need for remedial
mterventions. Many parents...reported
the services they received to be helpful.
There 1s clearly a need for mediation,
counseling, education, and monitoring
interventions,” the report said.

The Center for Policy Research,
and Policy Studies, Inc., both in Den-
ver, Colorado, also evaluated the
projects that were funded in the “sec-
ond wave” of pilot projects in 1991, in
Idaho, Iowa, and Indiana.

CRC Guideline Available

Copies of the model child sup-
port guideline prepared by CRC that
is based on a child having two parents
are still available from the federal gov-
ernmment.

This is the first time that the fed-
eral government has ever distributed
a guideline that takes into account the
direct expenditures on a child by the
non-custodial parent.

To obtain a copy of the federal
publication, phone (202) 401-9383,
which is the Office of Child Support
Enforcement’s Child Support Refer-
ence Center, located at 370 L’Enfant
Promenade SW, Washington, D.C.
20447. There is no charge for the pub-
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lication, entitled “Child Support
Guidelines: The Next Generation”, as
long as supplies last.

Copies of the guideline itself as
published by the government are avail-
able from CRC for $5.00 for CRC
members, and $10.00 for non-mem-
bers, including shipping and handling.

If you would like to contact Don
Bieniewicz, author of the guidehne, for
his assistance in getting this guideline
adopted in the states, write him at
10004 Fairoaks Road, Vienna, VA
22181, contact him via email at
DonBien@erols.com, or phone 703-
255-0837 (evenings).

Summer 1997

Counselling in Iowa
Helped Fathers

Fathers for Equal Rights, Des
Moines, Iowa, headed by Dick Woods,
ran the $300,000 access grant awarded
to the state of lowa. Fathers in lowa were
the only ones who
took part in counsel-
Ing interventions.

At the follow-
up interviews, ap-
proximately 80 per-
cent of the fathers
who participated in
counsehng in Towa
reported that it had been helpful. Simi-
larly, most fathers who pursued strate-
gies recommended in lowa, such as
maintaining a journal to document visi-
tation, communicating directly with the
child’s school, and retaining an attorney,
reported these’ measures were helpful.

The 44-page evaluation of the
grants was prepared by Jessica Pearson
and Nancy Thoennes of the Center for
Policy Research, and Robert Williams
and David Price of Policy Studies, Inc.,
both of which are in Denver, CO. David
Arnaudo, Office of Child Support En-
forcement, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, was the federal
adnunistrator of the grants.

Copies of this report may be ob-
tained from the Office of Child Support
Enforcement’s Child  Support
Enforcement’s Reference Center, 370
L’Enfant Promenade S.W., Washing-
ton, D.C. 20447, phone 202-401-9383.

(Congress has now appropriated
$10 million a year to encourage access/
visitation n all 50 states; see elsewhere
in this issue).

Pearson

4 Change of Address \
To keep newsletters and other materials
coming, please notify CRC three weeks

n advance of any address change.
Send old and new addresses to CRC,
220 “I” Street N.W., Suite 140,

Washington, DC 20002
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Toys for Kids in New
York

The Broome County Family
Court Waiting Room in Binghamton
(upstate New York) is routinely visited
by many children in conjunction with
their parents’ litigation. 1t’s been well
known in the community that the wait-
ing room is in poor physical condition
and lacks amenities for young children,
said Kim Boedecker-Frey, New York
State CRC coordinator. So he suggested
to the New York State Credit Union
League Community Service Program
that it share some of the proceeds from
its annual toy drive for sick and injured
children with the Broome County Court.
The Credit Union League Board
(CULB) approved the idea and recently
donated hundreds of dollars worth of
small tables and chairs, books and toys,
including little cars and trucks, and toy
chest. “All it took was a few phonecalls
from New York State CRC,” said
Boedecker-Frey. “And some individu-
als on the Credit Union League Board
were so impressed with the needs of

Chapter News

these children that they have personally
helped to decorate the Waiting Room
walls with drawings for children.”

California is Second
Largest CRC Chapter

The second-largest CRC chapter
is California, whose state coordinator is
Patricia Gehlen, a grandmother and
third grade teacher. Pat is very skillful at
working with legislators and judges. The
state president 1s Will Brown, a public
affairs consultant. The chapter has a
court watch, consisting of people who
accompany members to court to observe
their cases and other cases. Patand Will
both live in the state capital, as does
Wi, so this gives an advantage in moni-
toring the state legislature. CRC of Cali-
fornia has contact points in various cit-
1es, and has listings in phone books un-
der “fathers,” “mothers,” and “children,”
which generate many phone calls.

Michael E. Jones is the new CRC
Coordinator for Pennsylvania. He works
for a family owned company that runs
several retail businesses, and is the fa-

ther of two daughters, Kaitlin, 9, and
Kelsey, 7, of whom he has joint physi-
cal and legal custody.

Jamaica J. Filgo is the new CRC
coordinator for Washington State. Ja-
maica is married to a non-custodial par-
ent of two sons, whom she and her hus-
band have not seen for almost 2 1/2
years because of custodial interference.
She is a singer and actress. She worked
on behalf of Jim Kastama, a former CRC
activist, who was elected to the Wash-
ington State legislature last Fall.

Nancy Kellogg is the new CRC
coordinator in Wisconsin. She is a long-
time CRC member and activist.

Frank E. Anderson, a former in-
ternational president of Parents With-
out Partners, is the new CRC coordina-
tor for Massachusetts. Anderson has
helped guide PWP to a balanced stance
to represent the rights of children and
all parents.

This is the first ime CRC has had
chapters in Wisconsin and Washington
State.

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

I'D LOVE &
PUT MY ARM
AROUND HER,

FUSH ME

MAYBE: SHE'D THINK IT WAS
WRONG. MAYBE SHE'D -

| REMEMBER WHEN ELIZABETH

TTLE — We'D SNUGGLE

UP TOGETHER TO
ATCH

By Lynn Johnston

SHE'S 80 BIG

Reprinted with permission.
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Bills in Congress

We are including important bills and resolutions in Congress affecting families that have been introduced in the 105th
Congress that convened in January 1997. A bill if passed into law requires a state or person to do something; a resolution if
passed expresses the wishes of Congress, but does not require action. Unless the word “Resolution” appears below, we are
referring only to bills. H. or H.R. refers to the House of Representatives, S. refers to the Senate. The phone number of the
committee handling the bill is provided below; you may call to check on the status of legistation, or express your views. It is
even more important to let your own Representative and Senator know your views. The capital switchboard, which can
connect you with the offices of all members of Congress and committees, is (202) CA4-3121 (224-3121). This is a 24-hour
switchboard that can provide you night and day with names, addresses, and direct phone numbers of all members of Con-
gress. During normal weekday business hours, the switchboard can connect you with any Congressional office on Capitol
Hill. To save on expenses, you can contact the Congressmembers’ local branch office in your district.

Adoption
H.R. 867, introduced by Rep. Dave Camp (R-MI),

and Rep. Barbara Kennelly (D-CT), to promote the adop-
tion of children in foster care. The bill; which passed the
House of Representatives in March 1997, and 1s now in the

children in foster care from 18 months to
12 months.

At the request of custody reform
advocates, the bill provides that kinship
care can be an alternative to adoption for
children who have been in foster care.
CRC is working to obtain an amendment

Camp in the Senate version to also allow kinship
care before a child is placed into foster care in the first
place.

“If kinship care is acceptable as an
alternative to adoption after a child has lan-
guished 1n foster care, why not consider
kinship care before a child ever gets into
foster care,” said Anna Stinchcomb, a
summer 1997 CRC legislative intern, who
worked on the bill.

Other adoption bills provide funds Kennelly
to expedite adoption, but do not have any prowvisions for kin-
ship care. CRC thus prefers H.R. 867. The bills are being
handled by the Senate Finance Committee, phone
202-224-45195.

If you favor kinship care, write the following letter to
your Representative or Senator, and send a copy to CRC.

Senate, would expedite the adoption of

Wrrite to Congress!

Write to House members at:
Representative —
(name of your Representative)
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Write to Senators at:
Senator — (name of your Senator)
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear —

Please amend H.R. 867 (the adoption bill) to al-
low kinship care as an alternative to foster care. The bill
already provides kinship care as an alternative to adop-
tion, and if that is acceptable, why not also provide for
kinship care as an alternative to foster care?

Where there are fit and willing relatives who can
take care of the child, the relatives should be allowed to
keep the child in the family network, by voluntarily car-
g for the child.

Please endorse kinship care as an alternative to fos-
ter care.

For information, contact the Children’s Rights
Council, 220 I Street N.E., Washington, D.C.

Thank you.

Name
Address

Date

Directory of Resources

Now available from CRC—A complete listing of support groups and other
organizations that can help people in your state. The list for each state is $5.00 fo
rmembers and $10.00 for non-members. The lists are part of CRC’s International

Parenting Directory.

Alternatively, order the entire International Parenting Directory, listing 1,200
groups in the U.S. and abroad. $12.00 for members and $17.00 for non-mem-

bers.

Ask for either hard-copy or disk format. The hard-copy is updated yearly;

disks are updated frequently.
All credit card orders have a $10.00 minimum.
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FAMILY FACTS
Photocopy and distribute the “Family
Facts” on the next page! Use as hand-
outs when visiting the Legislature, dis-
scminating information to the courts or
the media, or as a resource for testi-
mony and Letters to the Editor. “Fam-
ily Facts” is a regular feature of this
newsletter. Send us your verified facts
(with actual copies, sources and dates)
to “Family Facts,” CRC.
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The Long-Term Effects of Divorce on Children

Childhoods spent in unhappy solitude, adolescence roiled by drug and alcohol abuse, adulthood
compromised—these are the stark legacies for children of divorce, according to a study released in June
1997.

A full-quarter century after their parents’ divorce, children remain emotionally troubled, said Judith
Wallerstein, Ph.D., co-author of the report.

Haunted by lingering memories of the divorce and hurtful aftermath, the children shy away from
intimacy, are mistrustful of marrage, and fear starting families of their own.

Half of those studied got deeply involved with drugs and alcohol. One third ended their education
with high school.

While others continued their education and entered the working world, they did not match their
parents’ earning levels. :

“Our jury is no longer out,” Ms. Wallerstein wrote. “The children who were rendered mute by the
system have returned to give us their verdict.”

“Unlike the adult experience, the child’s suffering does not reach its peak at the breakup and then
level off,” the study said. “On the contrary. Divorce is a cumulative experience for the child. Its impact
increases over time.

“There was no transition, no cushioning of the blow. The children’s loneliness, their sense that no
one was there to take care of them, was overwhelming ...such are the core memories of these adults, 25
years later.”

(The study, by Wallerstein and Julia Lewrs, a psychology professor at San Francisco State University, Is
Dased on 26 young people—children from middle to upper-income families in Marin County, California,
who were 2 to 6 years old when their parents broke up. They are now from 27 to 32 years old. Wallerstein
heads the Center for Families in Transition, Corte Macdera California.)

(Note: The stucly corroborates earlier findings abour the long-time eflects of divorce fron other researchi-
ers, including John Guidubaldi, Ph.D., Kent State and John Carroll Universities, Ohio; and Sanford Braver,
Arizona State University.)

Why the Violence?

The rise in adolescent violence has been attributed to many things. However, a study reveals that the erosion of family life is one
of the primary causes of teen violence, according to a study by researchers at Columbia University and St. Luke’s/Roosevelt Hospital
Center in New York City.

Adolescent violence flows from many sources, the authors of the study observe. But their analysis lays particular emphasis on
“the breakdown of social controls” in the communities where many young adults live. Such social controls depend upon the well-
being of “family, community, schools, and religious and social organizations. Increases in crime and violence are signals that these
groups are failing to hold.

“Traditionally,” the researchers point out, “the family is the social institution that constrains adolescents within the bounds of
community values. Changes in social structures—the entry of large numbers of mothers into the work force, the rise in single-parent
households, and the dispersal of the extended family—have been especially hard on adolescents. Single-parent households and house-
holds where both parents are employed tend to have less ime and patience, consistency, and flexibility in rearing children.”

When the family fails, the researchers point out, adolescents are often left with problems they cannot handle by themselves.
Consequently, many troubled adolescents “seek refuge in family-like peer groups. When those peer groups are delinquent gangs,
teens find not only the emotional support they need, but additional reinforcements of antisocial behavior.”

Source: Alwyn T. Cohall et al, “Teen Violence: The Reasons Why,” Contemporary Pediatrics, October 1991, pp. 55-77.
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CHILDREN’S
CHARITIES
OF AMERICA

X
*
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(CRO)
Number 1513
In the National Combined Federal Campaign

We are a member of the Children’s Charities of America (CCA). Look for CRC’s listing in the index of the
CFC Brochure, then turn to the page given for CCA’s members. We are number 1513.

YOU MUST DESIGNATE 1513 FOR CRC TO RECEIVE FUNDS.

The Children’s Rights Council works to assure that children of separation and divorce obtain as much emo-
tional and financial support as children of intact marriages.

Some of CRC’s accomplishments:

. Publicized findings that children with two parents generally have fewer problems with drugs and crime
than children with only one parent. Proposed changes in attitudes and laws in order to encourage a
child’s bonding to two parents and extended family.

] Provided the necessary data that led Congress to provide funds for the first time in history to improve
access (visitation) between children and their non-custodial parents.

. Promoted the school based “Banana Splits” program to help children of separation and divorce channel
the transition in their lives into stronger academic achievement.

. Award-winner for assisting a county outside Washington, D.C., (Prince George’s, MD) in hiring staff to
improve bonding between children and their non-custodial parents.

. Won a court case in Ohio upholding a joint custody (shared parenting) agreement approved in Florida
between two parents that one of the parents sought to repudiate when the parents moved to Ohio.

. Won a court case in New Jersey upholding a law that allows a judge to give custody to Parent B if Parent
A seeks to permanently remove the child to another state without sufficient reason.

L Provided assistance to parents and professionals on how to get through the divorce process in the most

peaceful, problem-free way, so as to take the stress out of divorce. Money that would be spent on battling
between parents is avfilable for the children.

CRC only receives funds that you actually designate!
DESIGNATE NUMBER 1513 IN THE COMBINED FEDERAL CANPAIGN.
The Children’s Rights Council is a national non-profit organization at 220 I St., NE #140, Washington, D.C.
20002-4362. Phone: 202/547-6227 FAX: 202/546-4272. To obtain a copy of our Catalog of Resources,
Directory of Parenting Organizations, Affiliation Book, Annual Report, or latest audit, write or call CRC. Thank

you.
Please reproduce this flyer and distribute it anywhere in the U.S. to federal offices, U.S. Post Offices, and

military bases for the October nationwide federal charity campaign.

All artwork trademarked or trademark pending, CRC

A
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IN UNITED WAY, WORKPIACE AND CORPORATE CAMPAIGNS
CONTRIBUTE TO THE CHILDREN’S RIGHTS COUNCIL (CRO)

CRC works to strengthen families through education and advocacy. We favor family for-
mation and family preservation, but if families break up, or are never formed, we work to assure
a child the frequent and continuing contact with two parents and extended family the child
would normally have during marriage. Our motto i1s “The Best Parent is Both Parents.”

For the child’s benefit, CRC favors parenting education before marriage, during marriage,
and in the event of separation. We work to demilitarize divorce between parents who are
involved in marital disputes, substituting mediation for the adversarnal process, and providing for
fair financial child support. We also favor school-based programs for children at risk.

There are several ways you can contribute to the Children’s Rights Council

®  through the Combined Federal Campaign if you work for the federal government at any
federal office, post office, or military base. CRC is listed as Number 1513 (the same
number as last year) in the Children’s Charities of America listing;

° in the Washington, D.C. and San Francisco Bay Area United Way campaigns, where we
are also listed as Number 1513

®

if you wish to contribute to CRC through a United Way where we are not listed, please ask
| your employer if you can designate (write in) the Children’s Rights Council

o in corporate campaigns, including AARP, CNA Insurance, Lotus Development Corp.,
KPMG

° if you wish to contribute directly to CRC, write to CRC, 220 “I” Street N.E., Suite 140,
Washington, D.C. 20002

Contributions accepted on Visa, MC, or Discovery credit cards.

Visit the Children’s Rights Council on the Website: http://www.vix.com/crc/

All contributions are tax-deductible
CHILDREN FIRST! THANK YOU!

To join, or for more information, call (202) 547-6227

220 “I” Street N.E. * Suite 140 * Washington, D.C. * 20002 * Telephone (202) 547-6227 * Fax (202) 546-4CRC (4272)




Inside CRC

Media Notes

CRC receives phone calls from the media on a regular basis. This has resulted in recent mention of CRC and our views
in numerous media outlets, such as The Boston Globe; The Detroit Free Press; Newsday; Washington, D.C. NBC affiliate
Channel 4 (where David Levy discussed the Wallerstein study on the effects of divorce on children); The Los Angeles Daily
Record (and its sister law journals) that carried a story on CRC General Counsel Michael L. Oddenino).

In January, 1997, Ann Landers printed a letter in her nationwide column by CRC member Paul LeBon praising CRC,
resulting in hundreds of phone calls for information to the CRC national office and to CRC chapters.

In June, 1997, Dear Abby wrote a nationwide column in which she urged her readers to order the CRC Book “The
Best Parent is Both Parents,” which resulted in more than 1,200 orders for the book. The column is reproduced below.

Dear Abby,/Abigail Van Buren June 3, 1997 The Washington Times

EAR ABBY: This letter
is prompted by the
letter in your column
from the 9-year-old

girl who signed her letter
“Missing My Dad in Michigan.”
She hadn’t heard from her fa-
ther in more than four years.

I experienced the same
thing when my parents dj-
vorced in 1978. In the begin-
ning, I received a few letters,
phone calls and visits from
Daddy, but they dwindled to
nothing after a couple of years.

Ten years after the divorce, 1
began an effort to find my fa-
ther. I located his mother,
which resulted in her contact-
ing my father. Ten minutes
after I spoke with my grand-
mother, my phone rang and my
father was on the other end. It
was, needless to say, a very
emotional phone call. I realized
that after many years with no
communication, I had built up
tremendous reserves of anger,
resentment and bitterness. I
had hated my father for not lov-
ing me.

It turned out that he had
loved me very much. He had
been afraid to contact me for
fear that my mother would
have him arrested (for nonpay-
ment of alimony/child support)
if he appeared in Virginia or if
she discovered where he lived.
A year after our first conversa-

Dads need
to be around
after divorce

tion, I flew out to see him. It
was a trying yet rewarding
time, as we began to get to
know each other all over again.

We are learning even more
as the years pass. By 1994, we
had repaired our relationship
so well that he was able to give
me away at my wedding. He’s
now eagerly awaiting the day
we can tell him he’s a grandfa-
ther.

To the parents of the young
lady who wrote to you: You may
be very angry at each other and
hurting each other in an effort
to get even, but please remem-
ber that the one you are hurt-
ing the most is your daughter.
Dad, she needs you. There’s no
way to recapture the years lost
when you weren’t in your
daughter’s life. Mom, no
amount of money you may or
may not receive is worth the
emotional pain and loss being
inflicted on your daughter.

To the young lady who
signed her letter “Missing My

Dad in Michigan”: I was your
age when I went through the
same experience. Divorce is ex-
tremely painful for all involved,
but particularly for you be-
cause you are innocent. I hope
and pray that you will learn to
understand, forgive and love
both your parents — because I
am sure they both love you. —
KNOWS HOW YOU FEEL

DEAR KNOWS: Your letter is
further testimony to the impor-
tance of both parents staying in-
volved and in frequent, continu-
ing contact, regardless of the
status of the marriage. Parents
should be partners in raising
their children, even when they
do not live in the same house-
hold, because it benefits the
emotional well-being of the chil-
dren.

The Children’s Rights Coun-
cil has published a book con-
taining valuable information for
parents and professionals on
how to handle divorce so that
it’s less traumatic for children.
It’s titled “The Best Parent Is
Both Parents.” It can be ordered
from: The Children’s Rights
Council, 220 Eye St. NE, Suite
140, Washington, D.C.
20002-4362. The cost is $10,
plus $2 for shipping and han-
dling. Please allow four to six
weeks for delivery.

UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE

Donors are Appreciated

CRC thanks everyone who con-
tributes to CRC in the charity drive that
takes place in all federal government
offices every Fall. CRC is listed as num-
ber 1513 in the Children’s Charities of
America listing, which is part of the In-
dependent Charities of America. We
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also thank those who contribute to CRC
in the Washington, D.C., and San Fran-
cisco (Bay Area) United Way cam-
paigns.

We also thank those who contrib-
ute to CRC through their United Way
in some other part of the country, where
we are not listed, but where employers

may sometimes allow employees to des-
ignate CRC.

CRC depends on volunteer help
and contributions for its existence.

If you wish to make your tax-de-
ductible contribution directly to CRC,
send it to CRC, 220 I Street, Suite 140,
Washington, D.C. 20002.
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CRC Ranks Top 10
States

CRC released its 3rd annual report
on “The 10 Best States to Raise Chil-
dren” July 24, 1997, as part of the Na-
tional Parents’ Day Coalition’s press
conference and reception on Capitol
Hill.

CRC received major publicity
through the AP and other national me-
dia. The report was covered by hun-
dreds of newspapers and radio stations
around the country.

The Top 10 States were 1) North
Dakota 2) Vermont 3) Minnesota 4)
New Hampshire 5) Iowa 6) Utah 7)
Wisconsin 8) Nebraska 9) New Jersey
10) Massachusetts.

Criteria included highest high
school graduation rate, lowest number
of single parents, lowest number of teen-
age pregnancies, and lowest number of
unwed mothers. CRC interns re-
searched and correlated the data, and
handled many of the press calls. A copy
of the full report is available from CRC
for $5.

CRC on Internet

Interest in CRC on the Internet is
growing. Bruce Kaskubar, CRC coordi-
nator in Minnesota has placed CRC on
the Internet Worldwide Web. For those
of you with a browser, the home page’s
URL is http://www.vix.com/cr¢/ Read
about CRC’s conference and available
resources on the home page.

Intellectual Property
Protection

Charlie Ruggiero, who obtained
trademark protection for the name and
logo “Children’s Rights Council” and the
name and logo for our newsletter “Speak
Out for Children” is a specialist in trade-
mark, patent, copyright, and licensing
law. He is a partner in the law firm of
Ohlandt, Greeley and Ruggiero, 1 Land-
mark Square, Suite 903, Stamford, CT

06901, telephone (203) 327-6067.

New CRC Board Members

As we mentioned in our last news-
letter, two successful business executives
have accepted CRC’s invitation to be-
come board members of CRC.

They are Paul R. Locigno ‘and
Susette P. Watt. Here is more infor-
mation about them.

Paul R. Locigno, president and
founder of Rollins International, Ltd.,
in Virginia, is a veteran specialist in in-
ternational business development for
Asia. He was previously a founder and
senior principal of Capitoline Interna-
tional Group, Ltd., where he established
and managed its Asian operation’s head-
quarters in Taipel, Taiwan.

Previously, as the special represen-
tative of the chairman-of Hill and
Knowlton Public Affairs Worldwide,
Locigno directed their 17 office Asia-
Pacific operation.

Locigno was appointed by Presi-
dent Reagan as Commissioner of the
National Commission for Employment
Policy, was a member of the President’s
Export Council, and has served on nu-
merous other committees and commis-
sions.

Locigno has held membership in
the AFL-CIO Defense Committee, the
U.S. Department of Labor Trade Ne-
gotiation Steering Committee, the
President’s Committee on the Employ-
ment of the Handicapped, and the
American League for Exports and Se-
curity Assistance.

He has served as a political advi-
sor to numerous federal, state, and lo-
cal candidates.

Locigno’s son Paul, Jr., born in the
U.S., was taken by his mother to Japan,

and Paul Sr. was awarded custody by a
U.S. court in the 1970’s, but could not
get Japanese courts to recognize the U.S.
custody decree, or even to award him
access (visitation). When his son turned
20, the ‘age of reason’ in Japan, he chose
to move to the U.S. to live with his dad.

Susette P. Watt, is president of
Angle, Inc., a defense contracting firm
involved in engineering and software
development in northern Virginia.

As a founder of the company,
Susette understands you have to make
the best of the few resources available.
“It’s not money that creates something
from nothing; it’s people who are will-
ing to commit, focus, and create a path
which can take us to the next level.”

Susette hopes to assist in the
growth of CRC in refining its vision to
allow the organization to serve the great-
est number of people. “Our issues are
not gender based. The goal is to allow
our children to have access to both par-
ents without interference and manipu-
laton. I an1 not a crusader, but I have
seen what happens when the system
breaks down. Our kids get caught in the
middle. There are bad lawyers and oth-
ers who support ‘the divorce industry’
that feed off the ignorance of their cli-
ents. It’s going to be an uphill battle but
we can protect our children by under-
standing how the system works and us-
ing the resources available to ensure

- compliance with the intent of the law.”

Susette has two children, Suzanne,
16, and Emily, 6. Visitation and custody
continue to be a problem.

7
Beat the Tax Man:

CRC know of your generosity.

such bequest.

assist you.

Contribute to CRC

If you wish to consider leaving a bequest or property to CRC, please let
Contact your accountant or tax advisor on the best way to structure any

Or contact CRC, and we can suggest an accountant or tax advisor to

\
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National Affiliate Orgamizations and Chapters

Mothers Without Custody
(MW/0C)

P.O. 77. Box 27417

Houston, I'X 77227.7418
Joint menbership in MW/OC
and CRC: $35.00 a year

Parents Without Partners
(PWP)

Pat Boyd, president

401 N. Michigan Avenue
Chicago, 1L 60611
312-644-6610

Meinbers of PWP join CRC for
only $20.00 a year.

Stepfamily Association of
America (SAA)

Judith L. Bauersfeld, PL.D.,
president

215 Centenmial Mall Soudl,
Suite 212

Lincoln, Nebraska 68505
(402) 477-7837

Joint membership in SAA and
CRC: $35.00 for the first year
TELL THE ABOVE
ORGANIZATION THAT
YOU WANT A JOINT
MEMBERSHIP IN THEIR
GROUP AND IN CRC

CRC Chapters

CRC of Japan

Wialter Benda

P.O. Box 583

Max Mecadows, VA 24360
(540) 637-3576

cmail emari@carthlink.net
and

Brian Thomas
4-18-15-908 Kamiki Tazawa
Sclagaya-Ku

Tokyo, Japan 156

01181353174371

Alabama

E.D. Wilson, coorditator
CRC of Alabama

12890 Dixic Road
Fairhope, AL 36532-4754
(334) 928-0464

Alaska

Diana Bulfington
CRC of Alaska
317 Maple
Kodiak, AK 99615
(907) 486-2290

Arkansas

Bill Bailey, Pl.D.
CRC of Arkansas
1685 Boston Place
Fayetteville, AR 72703
(501) $75-2058 (w)
(501) 444-0172 (L)

California
Pawricia Gehlen, coordinator

916) 635-2590
Will Brown, president

CRC of California,
Sacramento clapter

P.O. Box 60811
Sacramento, CA 95860-0811
Tel: (916) 488-KIDS

Page 16

Speak Out For Children

BST COPY AVAILABLE

Fax: (916) 441-2024
c-niadl: acw@ix.netcon.com

Regional clapters and directors
Los Angeles, Keith Fagan
(818) 7054752

Placer and Nevada counties

John Costello

(916) 489-3482
Riverside, Ted Hill
(909) 781-7277
Solano, Ivy Walker
(707) 451-7481
Yolo, Kiuy Jackson
916) 753-8867

Colorado

Mark Enwrekin, coordinator
CRC of Colorado

4715 Ranch Circle
Colorado Springs, CO
80918-4118

(719) 548-8798

ciail cochildren@aol.com

Delaware

Janes A, Morning, president

CRC of Delaware
P.O. Box 1311
Dover, DE 19901
(302) 734-8522

District of Columbia

Frank Banner, coordinator
CRC of the District of Cohumbia
Hillerest Cluldren’s Center
1325 “W” Street NW 3rd floor
Washington, D.C. 20009

(202) 232-6100

Florida

Kris Kline, coordinator
CRC of Florida

355 Shore Drive
Ellenton, FL. 34222
Tel: (941) 722-8688
Fax: (813) 620-9068

Georgia

Harry A. Prillaman, coordinator
CRC of Georgia

1645 Williaims Drive

Marictta, GA 30066

(770) 425-1395

cmail

Larry_prilanin@VNET.1IBM.COM

Illinois

Terry Cady, coordinator
CRC of Hlinois

905 Wayne Avenue
Deerlield, 1L 60015

tel (847) 374-0461

fax (312) 822-3553

Indiana

David Dinn, coordinator
CRC of Indiana

2625 N. Meridian, Suite 202
Indianapolis, IN 46208-7703
phone and fax (817) 925-5433

Grandparent Rights in New
Strength (G.R.LN.S.)

Kay and Ray Berrylill, co-
directors

0689 CR 5

Corunna, Indiana 46730
(219) 281-2384

Iowa - See Nebraska/lowa

Summer 1997

Kansas

For chapter information,
contact national CRC oflice
(202) 547-6227

Kentucky

Kevin O'Brien

CRC of Kentucky

P.O. Box 76266

Highland Heiglus, KY 41076
(513) 624-7223

Louisiana

Nancy Haber, L.P.N.
CRC of Louisiana
P.O. Box 742
Farmuerville, LA 71241
(318) 338-0003

email nepre@bayou.com

Maryland

Harvey Walden, coordinator
CRC of Maryland

417 Pershing Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20910-4254
(301) 588-0262

Massachusetts
Frank E. Anderson, coordinator

(617) 289-8331

Ted Ell, president

CRC of Cape Cod

I Ewmily’s Lane

Sandwich, MA 02563-2794
Tel: (508) 420-1701

Fax: (508) 428-5976

George Kelly, chairman
Concerned Fathers of
Massachusetts, lnc.

P.O. Box 2768

Springfield, MA 01101-2768
Tel: (413) 736-7432

Fax: (413) 732-3867

Michigan

Barbara Totl, coordinator
CRC of Michigan

P.O. Box 653

Edmore, MI 48829-0653
(517) 427-5774

Minnesota

Bruce Kaskubar, coordinator

CRC of Minnesota

5905 Chatcau Road N.AV.

Rochester, MN 55901

Tel and fax: (507) 289-5745
(call belore faxing)

c-miail brucck@deskmedia.com

Missouri

Steve Woodrow, coordinator
510 South Fillmore

St. Louis, MO 63122

(314) 984-8577

email

woody@STLNET.COM

New Jersey

Dominick Romano, president
New Jersey Council for
Children’s Rights

(NJCCR)

P.O. Box 316

Pluckemin, NJ 07978-0316
(201) 694-9323

New York

Kim Boedecker-Frey,
coordinator

CRC of New York

231 Main Street, Suite |
Vestal, NY 13850

plione and fax (607) 785-9338

Serge Prengel, president
CRC of New York City
¢/o Mission Advertising
27 W. 244 St., #603
New York, NY 10010
(212) 431-7724

serge@spacelab.net

North Carolina

Fred Wall, Jr. coordinator
509 N. Seventh Street
Wiliington, NC 28401
910) 762-4952

email 5968301 @nicimail.com

Angic Lapish,

CRC of Hickory

823 Bristol Drive
Statesville, NC 28677
(704) 871-0033

Ohio

Margaret Wuwert, coordinator

(419) 472-1471

CRC ol Northwest Ohio
P.O. Box 12499

Toledo, OH 43606

(419) 885-1135

Warren Kowalka, chairman

Kevin O'Brien, director
P.O. Box 88035
Cincinnati, OH 45208
(513) 624-7223

Oregon

Roy Nolan, coordinator
CRC of Oregon

P.O. Box 2095
Portland, Oregon 97208
Tel: (503) 232-8630
Fax: (503) 233-9390

Pennsylvania

Micliael E. Jones, coordinator
CRC of Pennsylvania

RD 2, Box 290

Seward, PA 15954

plione (814) 446-4207

fax (814) 446-5935*

Tennessee

David Courson, coordinator
CRC of Tennessee

5914 Charlotte Avernie
Nashville, TN 37209
(615) 327-8667

Texas

Cliildren’s Riglus Coalition
(Afliliate)

P.O. Box 12961

Capitol Station

Austin, TX 78711-2961
Tel: (512) 499-8CRC

Fax: (512) 499-8056

cinail bigredi@fathers.org

Vermont

Laurie Casey, coordinator
CRC of Vermont

P.O. Box 81

Moriahi Center, NY 12961
Tel and Fax: (518) 942-3366

Virginia
Cindy Ewing, coordinator
(757) 543-5993

email cewing00@counsel.com

Jolm Vaughau, president

CRC of Virginia,

Tidewater chapter

P.0O. Box 61245

Virginia Beach, VA 23462
(757) 463-KIDS

cmail javjr@visi.net

Home page:  hup://www.infiney
“saxmany/ere.htmil

Minray Steinberg, president
CRC of Virginia,

Richmiond clapter

10210 Pepperhill Lane
Richmond, VA 23233-3835
(804) 740-9889

Paul Robinson, president
Fathers United for Equal Riglhts
and Women’s Coalition

P.O. Box 1323

Arlington, VA 22210-1323
(703) 451-8580

cniail panlmr@capaceess.org

Washington State

Jamaica Filgo

CRC of Washington

154 Smokey Point Boulevard
M-204 Suite A

Arlington, WA 98223

(541) 482-6783

Wisconsin
Nancy Kellogg
P.O. Box 682
Racine, W1 53401
(414) 635-0154

Nebraska/lowa
Lyn and William Huerter,
coordinators

Mike Hyland, president
CRC of Ncebraska

P.O. Box 37387
Omaha, NE 68137-5387
(402) 330-3353

CRC WANTS CHAPTERS IN EVERY STATE!!
For development of chapters in states that do not yet
have any CRC chapters, contact national CRC office at (202)

547-6227.

Join CRC, then ask for a copy of the 100-page CRC book-
let that explains everything vou need to know about affiliation.
The cost of the booklet is $15.00.

To form additional chapters in states that already have
one or more chapters, contact the state coordinator or existing
state chapter head listed above.




E

T‘llank You, ConmbutorS!CRC wishes to thank a CRC member who wishes to remain

anonymous who in June 1997, gave CRC the proceeds of 125 shares of Microsoft stock worth more than §16,000.
We thank all contributors who have joined, renewed their membership, contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from
CRC from January 1 through March 31, 1997. * Denotes life members of CRC (financial contributions totaling $500 or more).

Rabbi Mendcl Abrams
M Adams

Gregory Ahern
Brian Akers
Charles Alley
Edward Allison
Paul Angresano
Peter Archuleta
Orhan Arkan
Bernard Aronson
Charles Ashby Gomito
Janet Coe Avery
Robert Baden

Bill Bafh

Melinda Baird
Randy Baker
Gregg Ballash

Dce Bardes
Maryanu Barko
William Barnes
Allen Baum
Michael Baumbick
Norman Becker
Randall/Dawn Belinken
Tim Belton

David Bennett
Ellen Bernstein
Mary Ellen Betz
James Biodrowski
Rebecca Black
Charles Blakely
Leonard Blayer
Kim Boedecker-Frey
Kemneth Boldt
Craig Borncamp
Elbert Bowers
John Bowling
David Boyd
Michael Brennan
Farriel Briu
Robert Brodberg
Dana Brones

Gary Brown

Ted Brown

Leslic Ann Brownrigg
Jim Bruce

Paul Brundage
Jack Buck

Nancy Buck

Rick Buck

Randall Burchett
Hugh & Joyce Burdett
"Feressa Burke

B. Birnett

Irma Bustos

* Thomas Cabot
Anthony Calvo
Ron Campbell
Steve Cancino
Dan Carrigan
Wayne Carroll
William Carter
Thomas/Sharo Casmay
Vivian Chandler
Stephen Charette
Michael Cherok
Peter Churins
Julie Coats

Kevin Coats

David Colien
Charles Collins
Jean Collison
Elmer Conley

Jeff Cooper
Russell Coproy
Suc Corby

Bob Cordell
Richard Covino

Ralph Crafts
James Creason

E Crisafulli
Walter Crissey
Francis Cuccias
Diane Czajkowski
Brian Darr

Dean Davidson
Jolm/Monica Davis
Greg DeVeau
Robert Dean
Scan Decker

Jim Dennis
Alfonso DiGregorio
Frederick Dibble
Bill Dinsmore

* Wiley Dobbs
David Dolinar
Keith Domes
John Domnelly
Darcy Drummer
Lee Dudinsky
Susan Durham
Kent Earnhardt
Gordon Echols
Bart Edclen
Bradley Elgan

* Ted Ell
Michacl Ellis
Lyimn Elzey

L D Empting
Leslie Engelking
Neil Faber

Chris Farr

Jason Federbush
Joyce Fieth
David Fillinger
Paul Finger
James Fisher
Howard Fishman
Scott and Cynthi Fitzgerald
Adam Fivenson
Cathy Francis

Val Franz

* Elliott Friedel
Dennis Fuhrman
Edward Gambill
Tina Gardener Legguire
Quint Garnos
Tracey Gartner
Randy Gates

Ron Gautliier
Michiacl Gencarelli
Joanne Gilden
Eric Gillespic
David Gittelman
Rosemary Glomb
Ron Gomes
Steven Gomez
Samuel Gooden
Stanislaw Goray
James Graves
Edward Green
Clark Griflith
Martin GrifTith
Lamont Griggs
Ray Grissham
Kevin Grosse
Perry Gunther
James Guy

Lena Hall
Richard Hart

M. Joseph Harvey
Larry Hastings
Bob Hatton
Justin Hay
James Hays

Mickey Hayward
James Hazel

Brad Heckenlaible
Robert Hedrick

Ji Heitzman
Nancy Heleno Obetz
Gary Henderson
Roberta Hermandez
Daryl Herzog-Percz
Terry Hilmer

Cary Hoagland
Stephien Hoflman
Abe Holzman

Carl Holweg
William Huerter
Bruce Hull

Ray Hume

Larry Hunter

Susan Hurley DeConcini
Richard Hurt

Kyle Hutchings

Jim Ivery

Larry James

James Johnston
Edmund Julian

Paul Kagan

Klaus Kassner
Laurie Kateman-Potter
Richard Kearse

Jell Keil

Michacl Kennedy
Gary Kepler

Wayne Kesler

Dave Ketchum
Donald Kimmelman
Arthur Klein

Rick Kline

John Knighly

Jeff and Jocele Kochersperger

William Koonee
Jack Koplowitz
Rita Kostishion
Thomas Kowalski
Marty Krafka
Robert Krollan
Robert Kron
Kurt Krusen
LuAnn Kubis

* Walter Kuckes
James Laakso
Paul Labonte
Tom Langley
Christine Lanphere
Alice Aune Larsen
Charles LeDuc
Sharon Leger
Tom Leonard
Dennis Level
Joshua Levin
Lloyd and Edythe Lewis
Euyien Lihag
Sandra Lippi
Keith Listman
Alex Louvis

Bill Ludington
Angel Maldonado
Craig Malottki
Milos Mandic
Paul Marosi
Charles Marsters
Michael Matthews
Dennis Mawner
Mary McCarthy
Rick McClain
Jeffrey McConnell
Scott McCrery
Robert McGrath
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Michael and Rene McKiill
Rene McKorill
Charlic McMath
Diana McVicker
Rick Meadow
Thomas and Joann Meitzler
Susan Menz

Nora Mercado
Harry Mercliant
Jeremy Metz
Moreen Miller
Dave Minix

Martin Monk
Dennis Montgomery
Betty Morales
Lawrence Morgan
George Morrison
Richard Moulton
Maggic Mudd

Gil Munoz
Elizabeth Nabatanzi
Kelly Nance
Lawrence Nannery
John Nelson
Kenneth Neumann
The Nielsens
Arthur Nictfeld
Teresa Norman
David Novotny
Daniel O’Counor
Hugh O’Donnell
Emanuel Obasiolu
Bill Oen

Tony Oliver

Carol Olson

Paul Orlando

Rebecca Osteen

Eltiott Parker
James Patterson
Lou Perez
Charley and Flele Peterson
Raymond Peterson
Susan Phillips
Steven Pietanze
Norbert Pink

Ron Polson
Arthur Popp
Ronald Porter
John Pratt

Elinor Priesman
Jerry and Linda Rafats
Jim Rastima

Bill Reich

Alan Renner

Steve Ribble

Mark Richards

Al Roberts
Theresa Roberts-Jessop
Dale Robinson
Donna Robinson
Paul Robinson
Phillip Robinson
Dominick Romano
Jolu Rosella
Andrew Rosenberg
Andrew Ross
Timothy Ruane
John Russ

Austin Russell
Melanic Sanchez
Andrea Sardelli
Andy Scharein
Ruth Scheer
Robert Schlesinger
Jefl Schwarz

David Scott
Jeffrey Sellan

C. Sellner

David Shurbutt
Lewis Sierra
Phyllis Simon
Harry Simpson
Allen Sinsheimer
Kenneth Skilling
Delores Smallwood
Marilyn Smith
Elaine Suipes-Hodges
Ron Sommer
Scolt Speatt
Harold Steiner
Terry Sternaman
David Stevenson
Vivian Stoutimore
Vern Stover

Jim and Danielle Sullivan
Elena Svetcov

G. Bill Sweency
Ray Swolford
Yousel Talamch
Malcolm Fatum
Elizabeth Taylor
Toy Taylor

Edgar Teijeiro
Ken Than
Alexander Then
Tom Thicle

Gary Thompson
Steve Tipaldi

* William Toto
Gary Tubmar
Ross Turner

Bob Turo

Duane Lee Uts
Jeflrey Vaccaro
Richard Valero
Bill Varwig

John Vaughan
Dale Vleck
Jeltrey Vusich
Dale Waag
Michacl Waggle
Hollida Wakeficld
Fred Wall

Greg Waller

Ted Ware

Lamart Watson
Frank Webster
Kathy Wehner
Craig Weiss
Randall Weiss
David Wells
William Wells
Elizabeth Wels
Tom Wetzel
Matthew Whalen
Rob Whitfield
Jim Whiting
Thomas Wichil
Mark Wieters
Shirley Wilkerson
David Williams
Henry Winkelmes
Kenneth Winston
Lou Winston
Mark Wirtanen
Russell Witt

Jay Wolle

Steve & Jodi Woodrow
Kristine Wright
Mark and Maric Yanike
Mark Young
Robert Zeller
Joseph Zion
Joseph Zysman
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QUICK SALE BOOKS
BIG DISCOUNTS FOR ORDERS BY OCTOBER 15,

OR UNTIL LIMITED SUPPLY RUNS OUT
YOUI’

Title Regular Price  Discount Price
The Divorce Revolution, by Richard Warshak. New insights into custody »

and access. $21.00 $18.00
Man Enough, by Frank Pittman, 1993. (HB-239) Explores the changing relationships

between fathers and sons, and mothers and sons. 23.95 11.00
The Kids Book of Divorce, by Eric Rofes, 1987. (SB-116) Unless you have experienced

divorce first-hand, the pain and suffering a child endures cannot be fully understood. 10.95 5.00
Questions from Dad, by Dwight Twilley, 1994. (HB-240) An effective way to develop

better relationships between children and their parents. 15.00 7.00
Second Chances, by Judith Wallerstein and Sandra Blakeslee, 1989. (HB-22) Based on

ten year longitudinal study of the effects of divorce on adults and children. 17.95 8.00
Divorced Women, New Lives, by Elliec Wymard, 1990. (SB-241) Moving personal

stories and insights about women who have been been divorced. 4.95 Extra Low Price 2.00

How to Survive Your Parent’s Divorce: Kids Advice to Kids, by Gayle Kimball,

1994. (SB-112) Easy-to-read one-of-a-kind guide for young people and their parents

as they reshape their lives post-divorce. 9.95 4.00
For the Sake of the Children, by Kiis Kline and Stephen Pew, 1992. (HB-216)

Discusses how to share your children with your ex-spouse despite your anger.

Kline is CRC's Florida coordinator. 18.75 9.00
Divorce Book for Parents, by Vicki Lansky, 1987. (HB-204) Warmly supportive and
reassuring, this comprehensive guide speaks to all divorced and divorcing parents. 18.95 9.00

At My Father's Wedding: Reclaiming our True Masculinity, by John Lee, 1991.
(HB-242) A ground-breaking work about the Father Wound and the pain a child

can bear because of it. 10.00 Extra Low Price 2.00
| Think Divorce Stinks, by Marcia Lebowitz, 1992. (SB-20192) Helps children recognize
that it is appropriate to have negative feelings about divorce and to express those feelings. 4.95 2.00

The Divorce Decisions Workbook, by Margorie Engel, 19992. (SB-2006) Planning and

action guide with 55 formulas to help you in four key decision areas: financial, legal,

practical, and emotional. 15.00 7.00
The Myth of Male Power, by Warren Farrell, 1993. (5B-245) Rock solid and authentic

decimation of the myth of male advantage ...sweeps aside stereotyped assumptions to uncover

a deeper truth. 13.00 6.00
Why Men Are the Way They Are, by Warren Farrell, 1986. (SB-243) Provides

insights into loved one's secret insights and desires. 5.99 3.00
The Liberated Man, by Warren Farrell, 1993. (SB-244) Reveals what every woman

needs to know about men and what every man needs to know about himself. 5.99 3.00

Protocols for Sex Abuse Evaluations, by Richard Gardner, M.D., 1995. (HB-1007)

Presents a new series of criteria and interview sequences to help examiners involved in sex

abuse evaluations. 40.00 30.00
Discip|ine That Works, by Thomas Gordon, 1995. (SB-117) Dr. Gordon, founder of

PE.T. (Parent Effectiveness Training) shows ways to empower children to become self-reliant. 10.95 4.00
Parent vs. Parent, by Stephen Herman, 1990. (HB-209) Practical information on how to

avoid “winning” and “losing” by protecting everyone's best interests. 20.95 9.00
The Adult Children of Divorce Workbook, by Mary Hirschfeld, 1992 (SB-2009)

Visualization exercises help readers root our destructive feelings left over from their childhood. 11.95 5.00

The Divorce Workbook, by Sally Ives, David Fassler & Michelle Lasch, 1985 (SB-2010)

How to facilitate honest and open communication between adults and children at

the traumatic time of separation and divorce. _ 12.95 6.00
Negotiating Love: How Women and Men Can Resolve Their Differences, by

Riki Robbins Jones, 1995. (SB-246) Points our destructive habits by both genders

which, when realized, strengthen families and relationships. 10.00 Extra Low Price 3.00

&
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Here are some SPECIAL ADDITIONS to the
Children’s Rights Council

1997
CATALOG OF RESOURCES
for parents and professionals

Leslee Newman, an attorney in California who has
expertise In move-away issues, will give a free 15 to 30 minute

consultation to CRC members on move-away issues.
Phone Leslee Newman at (714)282-1515

— BOOK REVIEWS—
Ashes to Ashes...Families to Dust

False Accusations of Child Abuse: A
Roadmap for Survivors
by Dean Tong
260 pages, 1996, $15.95, FamRights Press Publishing

Real child abuse is a taboo and must be stopped, says Tong in
this carefully written book, but the cure has compounded the problem.
Because federal and state laws mandate “uneducated and un-

trained” professionals to report abuse, invite and entertain anonymous -

hotline callers who are protected by 1 1th amendment immunity, define
child abuse vaguely, and make no provisions to punish false accusers,
Tong says this is why false allegations of child abuse have mushroomed
to numbers of unimaginable proportions.

In 1995, he says, there were 3,200,000 reports of alleged
child abuse and neglect in the U.S. OFf those, only 169 incorporated
sex abuse complaints. Of the 3,200,000, 75% were deemed un-
founded by investigative authorities. lronically, he states, in 1995,
6,500,000 children had access to only one parent, often due to false
child abuse charges.

In the book, Tong tracks what happened to four families due to
false allegations made in the context of custody battles. The ways in
which children are put in the middle of these false abuse battles is
carefully analyzed, leaving little doubt about the damage done to chil-
dren by false allegations.

Tong favors Megan's Law, which requires the registry in commu-
nities of proven sex offenders, but argues that there is no protection
against false allegations.

He provides information on how to better distinguish between
true and false allegations, and lists resources and referrals, including an
attorney referral list.

There is also a chapter by Kenneth Pangborn, a trial consultant
based in Florida, who provides valuable information on how the court
system works.

People who are innocent of accusations of abuse are often con-
fused as to how to fight back. This book tells them how.

(Note: Since the book was written, Congress has modified federal
law, so as to allow states to remove absolute immunity for those who
falsely report and investigate child abuse allegations).
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Conducting Child Custody Evaluations:
A Comprehensive Guide
by Philio Michael Stahl
260 pages, 1994, Sage Publications,
$21.00

A CRC member who was totally unfamiliar with the custody
evaluation process says he wishes he had this book two years ago
when his child was being evaluated.

His comment prompted CRC to re-visit this 1994 book. We
found that although the book is designed to acquaint professional
custody evaluators with information on how to proper|y conduct evalu-
ations, parents who read the book will get an idea of what an evalu-
ator is looking for and what kind on information the evaluator should
be given to expedite the process.

The evaluator presents the complexities of family dynamics to
the judge in an understandable way to assist the judge in making a
decision regarding the children and their needs.

There are chapters on Many Possible Roles of the Mental Health
Experts, Fundamental Questions in Most Custody Evaluations, Devel-
opmental Perspectives for Children, Sharing the Results of the Evalua-
tion, An Evaluation Report, and Complex [ssues (Violence and Abuse,
Mental lllness, Relocation).

A useful series of appendices contain explanations of psycho-
logical tests, and ethical standards for evaluators.

Stahl, an active member of the AFCC (the Association of Fam-
ily and Conciliation Courts), spoke at CRC's 1995 conference.

by



_AVAILABLE ON AUDIO CASSETTE

Chlldren s nghts Councll’s llth Natlonal Conference
Strengthening Families - Building Communities
October 23-26, 1997 - Washington, DC

___CR-9701 Tips On How to be Kffective on Capital Hill - CRC Staff
___CR-9702 Release Of New CRC Report on “The Positive Kffects On
Joint Custody - Rick Kuhn and CRC Stafl’
___CR-9703 What Organizations and Foundations Arc Doing To
Strengthen Families - Pew and Ford Foundation
___CR-9704 Greetings From |.eaders of Some Major Policy Orpaniza-
tions and Foundations Working on Family Issucs, Such
as the: Nat'l Parent's Day Coalition, Nat'l Child Support
Enforcement Assn., and the Nat'l Fatherhood Initiative
___CR-9705 Diflerentiating Between the Parent Alicpation Syndrome
and Bona-Fide Abuse - Richard Gardoer, MD., Author
___CR-9706 Capital 11ill Developments Allesting Children and Familics:
Welfare Reform, Kinship Care as an alternative to Foster’

Care, and Access / Visitation: Ron Haskins, Staft Director,

Human Resources Subcommittee of Ways and Means, and
other Congressional Staftf

___CR-9707 10 Tips on How to Build a Stronger, Rigger, More
Financially Sceure CRC Chapler: David L. Levy, Esq.,
President, CRC

___CR-9708 The Leonomic Impact of Divoree On Fathers and Mothers
Sanford Braver, Ph.D., Rescarcher

___CR-9609 What's Next in Parenting Education - Clizabeth Ilickey, Dir.
Mediation and Divoree Center in Ulzh

___CR-9710 The New Access / Visitation Grants for All 50 States (o
Sharc In.  Ilow Many Grants Iave Been Awarded? What
Can Groups Do Now? Grant Application Suggestions:
David Gray Ross, Director of the Federal Child Support
Oflice, Lauric Cascy, CRC Senior Policy Analyst and
others

CR-9711 'The Positive Ettect of Father Presence on Children’s

Educational Development: Nicholas Zill, Ph.1). and Christine
Nord of Westat, Inc. Moderator: Jim Cook, President Joint
Custody Assn.

___CR-9712 Financial Management of a Chapter, 1RS 301 (¢) (3)

Considerations, How to Raise Funds on Minimum Budget:
CRC statt

CR-9713 Custody l.itigation: How to Keep Your Children Out of the

Middle of Custody Battles - Gerald Solomon, Ksq.

CR-9714 Deciding What's Best For The Children - Jayne Major,

Parenting Kd., Pam Stettner, Ksq , and Barbara W agner
Custody l*vﬂuator

CR-9715 How 'T'o Have A Win-win Situation in Court - Several Judges,

Moderator: Michael .. Oddenino, Esq., CRC Counsel

CR-9716 ‘The Rediscovery of Parenting in America: Teresa Kaiser, Ksq..

Dir. of MO Child Support Office and Access / Visitation
implementation

CR-9717 Guilt and Shame: ‘The Difference for Parents, Nancy Heleno

Obetz. How Joint Custody Reduces the 1)ivorce Rate: Rick
Kuhn and others

CR-9718 Canadian Efforts For Balances of Children and Famities - Anne

Cools, Canadian Senator

___CR-9719 National Trends in Family Law | .egislation and How to

Atfect Them: Ron Henry, Hsq., Washington, DC

___CR-9720 Healthy Things You Can 130 For Your Children and Yourself -

‘Through Chiropractic Cave - Gary Santora, D.C.

CRC's Annual Confirence Recordings Are Professionally Produced By The Non-Custodial Parent’s Resouree Center, NCPRCY.  Tor A Complete Catalog Of
Resources, Conlaining Books, Tapes and Specialty Items, Call Toll Free: 1-888-23-NCPRC, Wrile or Email Us. Is Your Organization Or Group having a
Conference, Call NCPRC and let US Provide You With Exciting Details Of Qur Quality Recording Services and Fund Raising Opportunitics.

PRICING:
Single CassOUCS..........oovririecce $ 1000
Tull Sct (20 Casscties).............. ..$ 160.00 (SAVE $40.00)
Shipping & 1lundling (mail orders)......$  5.00 (1 - 5 tapes)
Shipping & 1landling (mail orders)......$  10.00 (6 - 20 1apes)
For International or Overnight orders call for special pricing, No C.0.D.’s
__ Single Cassette(s)  $10/ka. = §
___Full Set(s) @........... $160/ea. = $
TOTAL=§
Shipping & Handling = $
GRAND TOTAL =8§

TO ORDER CASSETTES:
BY MAIL: Fill out this forin & send with Payment to:

Non-Custodial Parent’s Resource Center
P.O. Box 742
Farmerville, LA 71241

BY PHONE: 318-368-6232 or Toll Free: 888-23-NCPRC
BY Email: ncpre@ bayou.com

BY INTERNET: http.//www.bayou.com/~ncprc
All Payments Must Be Made With U.S. Currency or U.S, Bank Funds.

PAYMENT: SEND TO: (please print or attach business card)

___Check Enclosed (Made payable to NCPRC)
Charge My: __MasterCard __ Visa __ Amkx

Card # EXP.DATE

Zip: PHONE:

Name on Card (please print) Signature

PRE-CONFERENCE SPECIAL: ORDER NOW &SAVE $40.00 ON THE
COMPLETE 1997 CRC CONFERENCE TAPE SET

Q . >
: ©1997 Non-Custodial Parent’s Resource Center
ERIC
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First $10 Million in Access Grants Awarded

All 50 states and four jurisdictions (Dis-
trict of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the
Virgin Islands) received their share of the first
$10 million in access/visitation grants disbursed
by the federal government before October 1,
1997.

The following is an analysis of what activi-
ties states plan to fund with that money (it should
be noted that most states plan to fund multiple
activities):

¢ Voluntary Mediation - 37 states and ju-
risdictions

¢ Mandatory Mediation - 31 states and

jurisdictions

¢ Counseling - 24 states and jurisdictions

¢ Education - 33 states and jurisdictions

¢ Development of Parenting Plans - 32
states and jurisdictions

¢ Visitation Enforcement (unspecified) -
12 states and jurisdictions

¢ Monitored Visitation - 16 states and ju-
risdictions

¢ Supervised Visitation - 22 states and ju-
risdictions

¢ Neutral Drop-Off and Pick-Up - 17
states and jurisdictions

¢ Development of Guidelines for visita-
tion and Alternative Custody Arrangements - 16
states and jurisdictions

Some interesting projects include: wide-
ranging court reform (California, Oregon and
Michigan); provision of services in a Head-Start
seting (Georgla and Mississippi); provision of
services in comprehensive Responsible Father-

hood Project settings (Maryland); hotline (Guam);
parenting education for unwed parents participating
with in-hospital paternity projects (Massachusetts);
statewide registration for visitation (Oklahoma); and
extended after work and weekend hours for super-
vised visitation (Rhode Island).

Many states are having competition for local
projects (Georgia and Ohio); or are allocating funds
by local areas (Arizona and Indiana). Some states are
holding local forums and task forces to determine ac-
tual use of funds (Alabama, Iowa, Montana, and South
Dakota).

The above data was provided by David Arnaudo,
the federal administrator of the access/visitation grants,
federal Office of Child Support Enforcement.

“These represent a wide variety of programs,”
said Arnaudo, who works for federal Child Support
Director David Gray Ross. “That is, the states are de-
veloping new models, and trying projects close to the
communities they serve. We hope for positive results
for children and non-custodial parents.”

For further information, Arnaudo may be
reached at the federal Office of Child Support En-
forcement, phone (202) 401-5364.

Continued on page 3

CRC HAS MOVED—but only next door!
We are now at 300 “I” Street N.E., Suite 401, Wash-
mgton, D.C. 20002. Please write to us at our new ad-
dress. Our phone, fax, and Internet addresses remain
the same. The move was necessary because our land-
lord (who owns both buildings) wanted to accommo-
date the needs of various tenants.
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Newsletter layout by Kathleen L. Baltard

About CRC

The Children’s Rights Council (CRC)
is a naton-wide, non-profit IRS 501(c)(3)
children’s rights organization based in
Washington, D.C.

CRC works to strengthen families
through education and advocacy. We favor
family formation and family preservation,
but if families break up, or are never formed,
we work to assure a child the frequent and
continuing contact with two parents and
extended family the clild would normally
have during a marriage. Our motto is “The
Best Parent is Both Parents.”

For the child’s benefit, CRC favors
parenting education before marriage, dur-
ing marriage, and for parents who are un-
wed or separated. We work to demilitarize
divorce between parents who are involved
in marital disputes, substituting conciliation
and mediation for the adversanal process,

CRCis amember (Number 1513) of

A

C

Children’s
Charities of

and providing for emotional and financial
child support. We work to strengthen frag-
ile families of children whose parents are
unwed. We also favor school-based pro-
grams for children at risk.

Formed in 1985 by concerned par-
ents who have more than 40 years collec-
tive experience in custody reform and early
childhood education, CRC has chapters n
32 states and three national affiliate organi-
zations: Mothers Without Custody (MW/
OCQC), Parents Without Partmers (PWP), and
the Stepfamily Association of America
(SAA).

Prominent professionals in the fields
of religion, law, social work, psychology,
child care, education, business, and govern-
ment comprise our Advisory Panel.

Matenial in this newsletter authored
by CRC may be reprinted without permis-

America

sion, provided the source (“Reprinted from
the Children’s Rights Council newsletter
‘Speak Out for Children,” Fall 1997/Win-
ter 1998") is given. For non-CRC material,
obtain permission from the copyright
owner. For further information about CRC
membership, publications, cassettes, cata-
log, and services, write: CRC, 300 “1” Street
N.E., Suite 401, Washington, D.C. 20002;
phone (202) 547-6227; fax (202) 546-4CRC
4272).

With a browser, the CRC home
page’s URL is http://www.vix.com/crc/
CRC’s email address: crcdc@erols.com
Speak Out for Children is published four
times a year and is sent free to menbers.
Library rate: $20.00 a year. Send letters,
comments and articles for publication to
Editor, CRC.
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Access Grants
Continued from page 1

California Awarded $1
Million

Each state received at least
$50,000 for the above grants, with the
average grant totaling about $190,000.
California was the largest recipient, re-
ceiving more than $1 million. The dis-
bursements were made under a formula
based in part on the number of single-
parent households in the state.

The grants are provided under a
provision of the 1996 Welfare Reform
law “to establish and administer pro-
grams to support and facilitate non-cus-
todial parents access to and visitation of
their children by means of activities in-
cluding mediation (both voluntary and
mandatory), counseling, education, de-
velopment of parenting plans, visitation
enforcement (including monitoring, su-
pervision and neutral drop-off and pick-
up) and development of guidelines for
visitation and alternative custody ar-
rangements.”

Each state and jurisdiction re-
ceived a minimum of $50,000 prior to
October 1, 1997, and will receive a mini-
mum of $50,00 the second year. For
the third and subsequent years, grants
are expected to be at least $100,000 for
each state. Several CRC chapters have
applied for portions of the first round
of grants. Those chapters are using the
name “Family Support Network,” a
name CRC is promoting to identify the
services CRC chapters and others wish
to provide to help children and families.
The Virginia Fatherhood Initiative
(VFI), headed by Michael and Cindy
Ewing, received a grant from the state
of Virginia to establish the “Virginia
Children’s Access Program.”

VFI is working with CRC.

Letters to the
Editor

Editor:

I wanted to tell everyone how
amazing it is to be involved with an or-
ganization that works on so many dif-
ferent levels at one time, including ad-
vocacy, education, and individual coun-
seling. Voicing an opinion on federal legislation is a powerful experience. Often,
organizations or businesses get interns and use them for faxing, photocopying, and
stuffing envelopes. CRC is different and allows an individual to develop a multi-
tude of professional skills and abilities.

Highlights from my internship include exciting experiences of the 11th na-
tional conference, testifying before the D.C. City Council, meeting
Congressmembers, and talking with D.C. Mayor Marion Barry, who was instru-
mental in passage of the presumption for joint custody that became law in D.C. in

Hollandsworth, Barry, and Levy

Second Year Grants
Coming Soon
Another $10 million in funds for the
second year of access grants are ex-
pected to be in March, 1998. Contact
state officials now! Ask CRC for names

of those officials.

1996.

Progress on issues affecting the lives of nullions of people is often slow; but
through an organization like CRC, I feel we are united to a common cause.

Sincerely,

Jill Hollandsworth

CRC Intern, Fall, 1997

Custody Terms Crnitcized

Copy Editor, the magazine read by
editors who decide how language 1s
handled in newspapers and magazines,
received a complaint about the use of
the words absent parent and visitation
in the print media.

Copy Editor consulted several in-
dividuals and groups, including CRC,
whose views were carried in the Copy
Editor, June/July 1996 issue. CRC was
quoted as stating that the term absent
parent dates to the 1935 Social Secu-
ity Act. “In those days, when welfare
was first set up, Social Security was for
survivors of the deceased—fathers who
were lost at sea or in mine disasters. Now
60 years later the main problem is di-
vorce, and we’re still using the same an-

tiquated terms to describe parents who
are not absent, but merely divorced,” the
article quoted CRC President David L.
Levy

The article pointed out that the
federal Office of Child Support Enforce-
ment only uses the term absent parent
in a publication referring to parents
whose whereabouts are unknown. Oth-
erwise, the office refers to noncustodial
parents.

Copy Editor also carried criticism
of the term visitation and deadbeat.
Copy Editor is located at 149 Fifth Av-
enue, Suite 1207, New York, NY 10010,
phone 212-995-0112, e-mail
marybeth@copyeditor.com; world wide
web http://www.copyeditor.com

Leslee Newman,
an attorney in California who has expertise in move-away issues,
will give a free 15 to 30 minute consultation to
CRC members on move-away issues.

Phone Leslee Newman at (714)282-1515

Fall 1997/Winter 1998
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The CRE Veiew

by Dauid L. Levy

I hadi’t even reahized that Arkan-
sas, the land of Bill Clinton, had a Repub-
lican governor until I received the invita-
tion to speak at the first Arkansas
Governor’s Conference on Families, No-

Levy

vember 1, 1997.

But there he was—Mike Huckabee, 43, the father of
three children, who gave one of the best speeches (without
notes) on family issues I have ever heard from a governor.

Huckabee said the state’s ability to meet strong infra-
structure needs in education, highways, and the judicial sys-
tem hinges on the ability to build stronger families.

Huckabee explained his focus on social issues by say-
ing there is no greater issue than promoting and preserving
families. Two new inmates add $26,000 to the taxpayer’s
prison bill each day when they enter the Arkansas prison sys-
tem.

The governor linked strong families to less crime and a
greater ability by the state to spend its money on such things
as college scholarships.

“We cannot separate the direction of our government
from the direction of our families and the costs thereof,”
Huckabee said.

The conference attracted nearly 2,000 people to
Harding University in Searcy, about 50 miles north of Little
Rock.

Other speakers included Wade Horn, director of the
National Fatherhood Initiative; Star Parker, a former welfare
mom who now publishes her own magazine in Los Angeles;
and Michael Medved, the film critic and observer of Ameri-
can culture, who spoke of the assault on innocence on chil-
dren by the media.

Medved said that although it was helpful for parents to
distinguish between good and bad TV programs, the better
approach would be to turn off the TV, because of the con-

Updated Parenting
Directory Available

The new update of CRC’s International Parenting Di-
rectory is now available. Updated as of January, 1998, this
7th edition of the directory contains information on more
than 1,200 groups and individuals across the country and
abroad working in areas such as custody, access/visitation,
and prevention of parental kidnapping. The Directory, an
invaluable networking tool, 1s avatlable in hardcopy or disc
for $12 for CRC members, and $15 for non-members. CRC
thanks Paul Robinson and Ed Mudrak for their hard work in
updating this Directory. The hardcopy is updated once a year;
the disc is updated frequently. Order from CRC and specify
which version you want=hardcopy or disc.
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stant bombardment of messages that children receive. He said
that 58 percent of children have television sets in their
bedrooms.”If you want to ensure that you have no intluence
over what your kids watch, if you want to make sure that your
family flies apart, put a TV in your kid’s room,” Medved said.
He urged adults to talk more with their children, and partici-
pate in activities with them.

In my talk, I pointed out the federally funded researcher
Sanford Braver, Ph.D., Arizona State University, has found
that more fathers feel “pushed away and shoved away, rather
than walk away” from a marriage, and are thus unable to be
the kind of parents we would like them to be.

Huckabee, though never divorced, is aware of the prob-
lems. Although he has been governor only since July 15, 1996
(when former Governor Jim Guy Tucker was indicted on
two felony counts growing out of the
Watergate inquiry), Huckabee said he
wanted a conference that would produce
not just good conversation, but public
policy changes.

Indeed, Arkansas took the lead by
passing a law in 1996 providing that any
person, oflicial, or institution willfully mak-
ing a false allegation of child abuse shall
be guilty of the highest misdemeanor possible for the first
offense, and a felony for second offense. The new law amends
Arkansas’ Code Section 12-12-504.

As aresult of this law deterring false allegations of abuse,
Arkansas will be better able to deal with real abuse of chil-
dren.

Arkansas is making headway for children and families!

Huckabee

George Doppler, a longterm advocate for custody re-
form, died November 5, 1996, of cancer at his home in
Broomall, Pennsylvania. He was 70. In the 1970’s, George
was one of the first individuals to develop and distribute a
directory of organizations, to help other people network. He
was an early pioneer in the movement to make custody laws
fairer, and he encouraged many people in various parts of the
country to work on behalf of custody reform. He is survived
by his second wife of 15 years, Fern, four children and eight
grandchildren.

Fred Tubbs, the first CRC coordinator in Vermont in
the early 1990’s, died in August, 1997, at age 44. He took his
own life. Fred assisted people throughout the counuy on ef-
forts to make financial child support guidelines fairer, and
sought to reform Vermont’s custody laws. A physicist who
built his own house in Montpelier, and who grew strawber-
ries for several years at his “Tubbs’ Strawberry Farm,” he
also volunteered as a mentor for children in Vermont schools.
He was an unwed father who closed his farm, and followed
his daughter’s mother when she moved across the state. He
leaves a daughter, Erin, age 10, his parents, who live in up-
state New York, and three brothers and sisters.




Congress Considering Effort to Gut State Joint Custody Law

The states are urged to gut joint custody laws, install the “primary caretaker” rule, and give one parent veto power over

Joint custody, under a resolution introduced in Congress on November 30, 1997.

“You would think that after all the data about children generally doing better when they have two parents in their lives,
Congress would be cautious about trying to interfere with that right. But some in Congress are not so cautious,” said CRC

President David L. Levy.

The resolution, introduced by Rep.
Connie Morella (R-MD) states in full:
H. Con. Res. 182. Expresses

the sense of the Congress that for pur-
poses of determining child custody, it is
in the best interest of children to have a
presumption that children should have
their main physical residence with the
primary caretaker parent (unless that
parent is unfit). Declares that it is not in
the best interest of children to:

(1) force parents to share custody over
parental objection, or when there is a
history of domestic or family violence;

(2) punish abused or protective parents
who protect themselves or their chil-
dren;

(3) presume that allegations of domes-
tic and family violence are likely to be
false, or made for tactical advantage
during custody and divorce proceed-
ings; and

(4) make “friendly parent” provisions
a factor when there is an abusive par-
ent.

Expresses the sense of the Con-
gress that:

(1) child abuse and child sexual abuse
allegations should be investigated re-
gardless of when raised or whether the
child has recanted the allegation;

(2) States should be more protective of
victims of family and domestic vio-
lence in custody and visitation deter-
minations and not order mediation,
couples counseling, shared custody,
mutual orders of protection, unsuper-
vised visitation, or other measures
when they may endanger such victims;
and

(3) States should provide training in
domestic violence and child abuse, as
they impact custody, child support and
visitation determinations, to all pro-
fessionals who interact with children
and parents.

CRC asked Joe Congresswatcher
about this Resolution:

Question: How powerful would this
Resolution be if passed?

Answer: A resolution suggests action,
but does not require it. However,
many states pass laws that carry out
the intent of Congressional Resolu-
tions on the theory that Congress
knows what it 1s doing.

Q: What would it take to defeat the
Resolution?

A: Most resolutions, like establishing
National Dairy Week, or Postal
Stamp Day, are so innocuous, they
pass automatically. It would take just
one courageous House member to
defeat this Resolution. All he or she
would have to do is let resolution
sponsor Connie Morella, or the
House leadership, know that it was a
bad idea, and that he opposed it, and
it should be withdrawn.

Q: Why courageous?

A: Because first, almost no
Congressmember will take the time to
consider what is in a Resolution. They
have more important things to do. Sec-
ond, Congressmembers don’t want to
oppose other members’ Resolutions,
because then their own Resolutions
might get stricter scrutiny. And third,
because the Congressmember might
say this Resolution looks as though it
1s supposed to protect people. The
answer is that all the protections in this
Resolution are already law. Nobody
should be trying to gut joint custody!

Q: Where can we find that one coura-
geous Congressmember?

A: If six people in this country would
beat up on their Congressmember
night and day until one of them an-
nounced to the House that he or she
was opposed to this Resolution, and
would fight against it, that is all it would
take.

Fall 1997/Winter 1998
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Q: What about the states with a pre-
sumption for joint custody, either in
law or practice?.

A: What about them?

Q: Wouldn’t Congress be thumbing
their noses at those states by saying
they are wrong to have joint custody?
I am speaking of California, Florida,
Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Min-
nesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Mon-
tana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas,
and Washington, D.C.

A: Yes, the Resolution would be a ter-
rible slap in the face at those states at
a time when the federal government
is supposedly showing restraint in re-
gard to the states. So maybe you
should work especially on
Congressmembers from those states.
Although your own Congressmember
1s the best one of all to work on.

Q: Thank you, Joe Congresswatcher.

To CRC Supporters: You can write let-
ters or make phone calls to your House
member (see addresses on adjorning
page), or you can be one of those six
who beat up on your House member
unti! one announces he or she will fight
against thrs Resolution. Let CRC know
of your progress. We can help you on
the Hill!

WRITEL!

Dear—(your House member), Washing-
ton, D.C. 20515

Please oppose Congressional
Resolution 182. Family violence must
be eliminated, but allowing one parent
to veto joint custody is not the way to do
it. Children need both parents. Please
oppose 182. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Sign your name, address, and date.

Speak Out For Children Page 5



Standby Guardianship Would Bypass Parents

A parent who is ill or dying would
be allowed to avoid laws in all 50 states
that automatically give custody to the
other parent, under a resolution recently
passed by Congress as part of the adop-
tion law. The resolution is a “Sense of
the Congress” that asks the states to pass
laws allowing a parent who is chronically
ill or near death to designate a “standby
guardian” for the parent’s minor chil-
dren.

This would allow the ill or dying
parent to bypass the other parent, some-
thing that is not currently allowed in any
state.

“We must hght this provision to
bypass custody to the other parent,” said
CRC President David L. Levy, “We
must stop this attempt to bypass the natu-
ral parents of the child.”

The sense of Congress, which was
introduced by Rep. Carolyn Maloney
(D-NY), states in its entirety:

Write to Congress!

Write to House members at:
Representative —
(name of your Representative)
House of Representatives
‘Washington, D.C. 20515

Write to Senators at:
Senator — (name of your Senator)
U.S. Senate
‘Washington, D.C. 20510

Congress Seeks to Stop
Custody from Going to the

Other Parent if Custodial
Parent Dies or is 11l

Sec. 403. “Sense of Congress Re-
garding Standby Guardianship.”

“It 1s the sense of Congress that
the States should have in effect laws and
procedures that permit any parent who
is chronically ill or near death, without
surrendering parental rights, to designate
a standby guardian for the parent’s mi-
nor children, whose authority would
take effect upon-

(1) the death of the parent;

(2) the mental incapacity of the parent;
or

(3) the physical debilitaton and con-
sent of the parent.”

CRC is asking child and family ad-
vocates to write to Congress to make a
“technical correction” (which Congress
often makes to passed legislation), so
that it would read as follows:

“It is the sense of Congress that
the States, without changing any state
laws and procedures that gives custody
first to the other parent, should have in
effect laws and procedures that permit
any parent who is chronically ill or near
death, without surrendering parental
rights, to designate a standby guardian...

SAMPLE LETTER
Dear —

I strongly object to Congress in-
terfering with a child’s right to two par-
ents.

I refer to Sec. 403 of the adoption
law, that urges the states to bypass laws
and procedures in all 50 states that give
custody to the other parent in the event
of the death or incapacitation of a par-
ent.

Please introduce a technical cor-
rection to the “Standby Resolution”
passed as part of the Adoption Law to
make certain that there is no “bypass”
of the other parent.

The technical correction should
state: “It 1s the sense of Congress that,
without changing any state laws or pro-
cedures that give custody to the other
parent, the States should have in place
laws and procedures for guardianship of
children of a parent...”

Children need their fathers and
mothers. They do not need Congress
trying to interfere with their moms and
dads.

Please let me know if you will in-
troduce the “technical amendment” to
the resolution.

Signed

WE NEED A THOUSAND LETTERS, FAXES AND PHONE CALLS TO
CONGRESS ASKING THEM TO MAKE THE ‘TECHNICAL
CORRECTION’ TO THE STANDBY GUARDIANSHIP RESOLUTION.

SEND COPIES OF YOUR LETTERS TO CRC, INCLUDING COPIES OF
REPLIES FROM CONGRESSMEMBERS.

YOUR LETTERS COUNT!

DON'T COMPLAIN—-WRITE!

ORDER CRC BOOK AND MAKE MONEY!
CRC has bulk copies of the now out-of-print CRC Book The Best Parent is Both Parents, which we can offer to you at a

discount.

Order bulk copies (10 or more) of the book for only $4 a copy, resell the copies for the list price of $10 each, and make a
profit for you or your organization! Contact CRC for more information. S$/H $3 for the 1st copy, $1 for ea. addtl copy.
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Bills in Congress |

The bills described below have been introduced in the current session of Congress. H.R. refers to the House of
Representatives, S. refers to the Senate. The phone number of the committee handling the bill is provided below; you may
call to check on the status of legislation, or express your views. It is even more important to let your own Representative and
Senator know your views. The capital switchboard, which can connect you with the offices of all members of Congress and
commiittees, 1s (202) CA4-3121 (224-3121). This is a 24-hour switchboard that can provide you night and day with names,
addresses, and direct phone numbers of all members of Congress. During normal weekday business hours, the switchboard
can connect you with any Congressional office on Capitol Hill. To save on expenses, you can contact the Congressmembers’

local branch office in your district. BETTER YET, WRITE A LETTER AS DESCRIBED BELOW.

H.R. 2508, the “Deadbeat Parents Punishment Act of
1997”, introduced by Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-MD) and Rep.
Henry Hyde (R-1L) to establish felony violations for the fail-
ure to pay financial child support obligations and other pur-
poses. Referred to House Judiciary Commiittee, Crime Sub-
committee 202-225-3926. Similar to S. 226, introduced by
Sen. Herbert Kohl (D-W1), referred to Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, (202) 224-5225. Urge your House member or Sena-
tor to offer a “balancing amendment” to provide similar pen-
alties for failure to honor court-ordered visitation. Congress
can do this on the same basis that it passes financial child
support legislation—to improve collections, because the Cen-
sus Bureau finds that access (visitation) enforcement improves
financial child support payments.

S. 97, introduced by Sen. John Kerry (D-MA), to amend
the Internal Revenue Code to require the IRS to collect fi-
nancial child support through wage withholding and to elimi-
nate State enforcement of financial child support obligations
other than medical support obligations. Referred to the Sen-
ate Finance Committee, (202) 224-4515. Similar to H.R.
2189, introduced by Rep. Henry Hyde (R-IL), referred to
Human Resources Subcommittee of House Ways and Means
(202) 224-4515. Urge your House member or Sena

tor to offer a “balancing amendment” to provide IRS
enforcement of any financial penalties for access denial that
any state may impose, such as fines or court costs for missed
access, for the same reason as stated in the note to H.R. 2503
above.

S. 1075, introduced by Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-CT),
to provide demonstration projects to establish minimum fi-
nancial child support payments. Referred to Finance Com-
mittee (202) 224-4515. Urge your House member or Sena-

tor to offer a “balancing amendment” to establish minimum
1

Write to Congress!

Write to House members at: ) 7
Representative —
(name of your Representative)
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Write to Senators at:
Senator — (name of your Senator)
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

access/visitation/parenting time of at least a third of the time
on a year-round basis, because the Census Bureau says that
parents with at least of the third of the time (oint physical
custody) with their children pay up to twice as much in finan-
cial child support as parents with no access to their children.

H.R. 869, introduced by Rep. Christopher Cox (D-
CA), to require a parent who is delinquent in financial child
support to include his unpaid obligation in gross income and
to allow custodial parents a bad debt deduction for unpaid
financtal child support payments. Referred to Human Re-
sources Subcommittee of House Ways and Means, phone
(202) 244-4515. Urge your House member or Senator to offer
a “balancing amendment” to include unpaid visitation pen-
alty in gross income and to allow non-custodial parents a bad
debt collection for unpaid visitation fines or penalties.

H.R. 399, introduced by Rep. Michael Bilirakis (R-
FL) to prohibit the provision of financial assistance by the
Federal Government to any person who is more than 60 days
delinquent in the payment of any financial child support ob-
ligation. A hearing was held on this bill in November, 1997,
by the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight
(202) 225-5074. Write your House member or Senator rec-
ommending “balancing” this bill with a provision prohibiting
the same assistance to anyone 60 days delinquent in honor-
ing a court’s access/visitation order.

Congress’s Call to Fatherhood
by Jill Hollandsworth
CRC Intern

There has long been a Congressional Caucus for
Women’s Issues, chaired by Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-
DC), and a Senate Children and Family Subcommittee,
headed by Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-CT). Now, because
Congress has become aware of the need for more involved
fathers, it has started the bipartisan Fatherhood Promotion
Task Force.

The Task Force, initated in June 1997, is co-chaired
by Reps. Joseph Pitts (R-PA), Mike McIntyre (D-NY), Jim
Rogan (R-CA), and Jim Turner (D-TX), and now has 32
members in Congress.

The Task Force is working with The National Father-
hood Initative, in Gaithersburg, MD., but welcomes input
from other groups.

Continued on page 18
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| ' Résults of Research

Joint Physical Custody Lowers the Divorce Rate

States with high levels of physical
custody awards (over 309) in 1989 and
1990 have shown significantly greater
decline in divorce rates in the following
years from 1991 through 1995, com-
pared with other states.

On the other hand, states that fa-
vored sole custody had more divorces
mvolving children.

Data from the National Center for
Health Statistics was available from 19
states on divorce and physical joint cus-
tody. CRC evaluator of research Rich-
ard Kuhn discovered this correlation
while reviewing published government
data.

The states with the highest over-
all ranking ar (1) Montana, (2) Kansas,

(3) Connecticut, (4) Idaho, and (5)
Rhode Island.

Joint physical custody means that
a child spends at least 30% of the tme
with a parent, although awards of up to
50/50 shared parenting time are not
uncommon.

“These findings indicate that pub-
lic policies promoting sole custody may
be contributing to the high divorce rate,
while policies promoting joint physical
custody have the reverse effect,” said
CRC President David L. Levy. “The
government collected the data, but this
1s the first time that anyone has investi-
gated that data for the relationship be-
tween joint physical custody and di-
vorce.”

“If a parent 1s able to forecast that
they have total ownership of the child
post-divorce and almost all of the child’s
time, as usually happens in sole custody,
there is little deterrent to divorce,” said

John Guidubaldi, D.Ed. of John Carroll

and Kent State Universities, Ohio, co-
author of the report. “Joint custody, ac-
cording to the data, provides that deter-
rent.”

“America is looking at many ways
to reduce the high divorce rate,” said
Levy. “Joint custody must now be added
to those approaches.”

Copies of the 11-page report are
available to CRC members, upon receipt
of a stamped (52 cents) self-addressed
envelope. Non-members send such an
envelope with $5 for handling.

Placement With Relatives Allowed in New Adoption Law

Although the “Standby Guardian-
ship” resolution described on page 6
would bypass custody laws in the states
when a parent is ill or dying, the adop-
tion law passed by Congress would al-
low a transfer of custody to a fit and will-
ing relative prior to adoption of a child.
This provision, recommended by CRC
and other child and family advocates,
was retained in the adoption bill passed
by Congress and signed into law by
President Clinton in November, 1997.

The intent of the law is to over-
haul the nation’s foster care system, and
to speed up the adoption of abused and
neglected children who now spend an
average of two years in foster homes.

“Fanuly and child advocates are
glad that the law provides that custody
can be transferred to relatives after fos-
ter care and prior to adoption. But we
also requested a provision, which is not
in the law, that custody could be trans-
ferred to a relative before placing a child
in foster care in the first place,” said
Stuart Miller, a family law advocate who
met with Congressional staff and
Congressmembers regarding the bill. “If

relatives are o.k. to obtain custody of a
child prior to adoption, why wouldn’t
they be o.k. to obtain custody of the child
prior to foster care?”

The law reinforces the need to
contact the other parent and/or other
relatives prior to adoption, before the
state could obtain the finanaal incentive
of up to $6,000 for each adoption ob-
tained by termination of parental rights.

Under the new law, states will be
required to begin proceedings to termi-
nate the birth parents’ rights after a child
has spent 15 months in foster care, and
almost instantly if a child has been aban-
doned, tortured, chronically physically
or sexually abused, or if the parents have
murdered or assaulted a sibling.

The legislation represents a fun-
damental shift in the philosophy of child
welfare, from a presumption that the
chief considération ought to be return-
ing a child to his biological parents, to
one in which the health and safety of the
child is paramount.

State officials will continue to
make the day-to-day decisions about
when a child should be removed from

the home and whether the child should
be put up for adoption. But the new law
gives states a strong financial incentive
to move children out of the foster care
system, which has grown 85 percent
since 1980.

It is not clear why Congress de-
cided that fit and willing relatives could
obtain custody of a child prior to adop-
tion, but not prior to foster care. “Rela-
tives who want custody or adoption of a
child prior to foster care should ask for
custody anyway,” said CRC President
David L. Levy, “If there is a fit mother
or father, they need to be considered first
for custody, but as a back-up, we need
to keep the child within the fanuly net-
work with relatives whenever those rela-
tives are fit and willing.”

Gain Immortality!
Establish a fund in CRC in
your name or the name
of a loved one.
Contact CRC for information.
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11th National CRC Conference Draws Ofhaals, Researchers

Officials from eight states, Clinton Administration officials, major researchers, writers, and custody reform advocates,
were among the 175 people at CRC’s 11th national conference October 23-26, 1997. The conference was held at the Quality
Hotel, Arlington, Virginia, across the Potomac River fromn Washington, D.C.

“The conference demonstrated a new spirit of cooperation between state and federal child support officials and CRC,
because the $10 million a year in access/visitation grants funded by Congress are in many cases being administered by state
child support officials who need our help,” said CRC Ohio coordinator Margaret Wuwert.

“The $10 million is small, but it represents long-sought recognition of the need for more child-parental access,” Ne-
braska CRC co-coordinator Lyn Huerter told one of the state officials at the conference.

The conference included more than 20 individual speakers and panels, a bookfair, banquet, exhibits, film theater, and
sock hop. See some highlights below (other highlights will appear in future issues of this newsletter).

Sanford Braver, Ph.D., researcher,
Arizona State University, Tempe
chose the CRC conference to reveal for
the first time the results of his research
on the economic impact of divorce on
fathers and mothers.
Braver, a federally
funded researcher at
Arizona State Uni-
versity, said he sur-
veyed data that no
previous researchers
have researched,
particularly the five
tax advantages that flow to the custodial
parent, and visitation expenses by non-
custodial parents, such as meals and rec-
reation costs.

When factoring in those variables,
Braver found that the income of custo-
dial and non-custodial parents post-di-
vorce are on average roughly equal.

Braver listed the five tax advan-
tages to the custodial parent as:

e child support, in which not only
is the federal and state tax generally paid
by the non-custodial parent, but also
social security taxes;

o tax credit for child care;

e lower tax rate for head of
household;

e cxemption for the child, cur-
rently $2,500 per child; and

e for low income custodial par-
ents, the earned income tax credit.

Braver said he had his findings
reviewed by other researchers on the
economic impact of divorce, who find
them to be a serious challenge to the
generally accepted data that mothers
suffer an income drop after divorce,
while fathers see their income rise.

Braver

Braver noted that researcher
Lenore Weitzman finally admitted er-
ror regarding her widely quoted figure
published in the 1980’s that mothers
suffered a 74 percent drop in their stan-
dard of living post-divorce, while fathers
enjoyed a 42 percent increase. Braver
said many researchers, including he,
challenged Weitzman’s widely quoted
figure.

He said other researchers pro-
duced less severe differences in fathers
and mothers post-divorce standard of
living, reporting that mothers’ income
declined about 26 percent post divorce,
and fathers’ income increased about 14
percent. But even these figures, said
Braver, “are an exaggeration of the rela-
tive economic impact of divorce on
women and men” when you account for
the previously unreported variables of
tax consequences and visitation ex-
penses.

Braver said he found it too diffi-
cult to compute:

® Transportation costs between
parents. This includes the difficulty of
computing long-distance summer trans-
portation costs. However, Braver did
find that the kinds of cars mothers and
fathers drive after divorce to be roughly
comparable;

® Residential expenses. He said
the usual assumption is that marital
property is split equally after divorce,
and that the non-custodial parent will not
maintain a household large enough to
maintain wisttation. But if the non-cus-
todial parent does maintain such a resi-
dence, the expenses for such are not
taken into consideration in any of the
economic reports, including his.

Fall 1997/Winter 1998
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e Medical Costs. The assump-
tion is that all medical costs are borne
by the custodial parent, but this may not
be true, and is not measured.

® The costs of starting over.
Braver said fathers usually bear most of
the expenses of starting a new life after
divorce. If that 1s true, how do you mea-
sure for that? Those expenses may be
short term, but who knows exactly what
the costs are?

“There are instances of dispropor-
tionate impoverishment by moms, but
also cases where impoverishment goes
the other way.”

He said his data “squarely
disconfirms the notion of feminization
of poverty.”

The problem with much pub-
lished data, Braver said, is that it com-
mingles never-married families with di-
vorced families. “Never-married parents
present a real economic problem, but
divorces usually involve people who are
more well to do than the never-married.”

He said that about 14 percent of
divorced mothers live below the poverty
level, according to government data. He
said that because the incomes of fathers
and mothers post divorce are generally
roughly equal, poverty will not be solved
by stricter enforcement of support.

He noted that not all researchers
agree on what constitutes the poverty
level.

He cautioned that the post-divorce
data from researchers, including his, is
based on mothers and fathers one year
after divorce. He said that the longer one
measures, the more likely the differen-

Continued on page 10
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11th NNatonal CRC Conference

Continued lrom page 9

tial in income will improve for mothers,
because mothers will rehabilitate their
job skills. In addition, the majority of
divorced people remarry; if a father re-
marries, he will acquire expenses faster
than income, and the opposite 1s true
for women in general.

More than 300 families formed
part of Braver’s study. Braver will pub-
lish a book in 1998 that will incorpo-
rate these and other findings.

(Note: CRC 1ssued a report about the
tax-advantages for custodial parents 10

years ago. However, Braver is the first

researcher we are aware of to acknowi-
edge these tax advantages).

Barbara Wagner, Ph.D., custody
evaluator, Los Angeles, CA
Woagner said that:

¢ The marriage of family law
courts and mental health professionals,
like any relationship,
1s a connection that
can create negative
and positive results
for a family experi-
encing divorce or for
unmarried parents.

¢ On the
positive side, the
union of the courts and mental profes-
sionals can benefit children who are en-
during severe emotional pain from the
rupturing of their primary security base
or from the misconnections and mis-
communications between parents.

¢ On the negative side, there can
be perceived or real unethical behavior
and/or blatant biases by a mental health
professional; and lack of integrity or vis-
ible preference, just as there can be un-
ethical practices and extreme biases
from attorneys and judges.

Biases and other unethical prac-
tices can increase trauma beyond the
usual difficulties engendered by the
adversarial nature of the litigation pro-
cess.

Wagner also said that:

¢ Unethical behavior by mental

Wagner

Page 10 Speak Out For Children

health professionals usually occurs when
a custody evaluator or therapist hears
only one side of the parental dyad with-
out taking an overview of the family dy-
namics by interviewing the child or by
only observing each parent’s interaction
with the child, and not the three of them
(two parents and child) together. Lack-
ing a full picture creates bias toward one
parent or another, and also often denies
the child his or her birthright for access
to both parents.

“In addition, if the focus of the
evaluation or treatment is not on the best
interests of the child, which 1s psycho-
logically defined as unrestricted access
to both parents, then parental alienation
1s much more likely to occur. Thus, the
mental health professional provides an-
other avenue for the alienation process
to intensify or at least to continue.”

She noted there are guidelines for
custody evaluators and for therapists
who treat minor children by the Ameri-
can Psychological Association, the
American College of Forensic Psycholo-
gists, and individual state psychological
and licensed treating therapist associa-
tions. “However, ethical behavior, as
with any practicing professional, is gov-
erned more by that individual’s internal
moral values than by any external ethi-
cal code created by professional organi-
zations, governmental regulating bodies,
or legal statutes.”

She said many divorcing families
surrender to the judicial process with the
hope of receiving justice which supports
the parental rights they already hold, but
find a system only equipped to dissolve
the family structure.

She urged more education for par-
ents, children, judges, and attorneys pro-
vided by neutral and experienced pro-
fesstonals about the impact of the pro-
cess of family dissolution on parent-child
relationships, so a healing opportunity
arises.

She wrged mediation rather than
liigation to help preserve both parents’
relationship with their child.

Fall 1997/Winter 1998

Other speakers at the conference
and their topics inchided:

Richard Gardner, M.D., Cresskill, New
Jersey, “Differentiating between the
Parental Alienation Syndrome and
Bona-Fide Abuse”;

a panel of Ron Haskins, staff director,
Human Resources Subcommittee of
House Ways and Means Committee,
U.S. Congress (the source of welfare
reform and access/visitation legislation
in the House), and Douglas Steiger,
minority stafl, Senate Finance Com-
mittee, “Capitol Hill Developments
Affecting Children and Families”,

a panel of David Gray Ross, director,
federal child support office; David
Anrnaudo, federal administrator of the
access grants, both Washington, D.C.;
Teresa Kaiser, head of the Missouri
child support office, who is adminis-
tering an access grant, and CRC’s
David L. Levy, “The New Access/
Visttation Grants for Al 50 States to
Share In”;

A. Jayne Major, Ph.D., author of “How
to Win the Custody Wars Without
Casualties,” Los Angeles, California;

Gerald Solomon, Esquire, and Jim
Milko, Esquire, New Carrollton,
Marvland, “Custody Litigation: How
to Keep Your Children Out of the
Middle”;

a panel of Judge Woodrow Lewis, Jr.,
Chesapeake Beach, Virginia; Master
Sherman West, Prince George’s
County, Maryland, Jim Keim, Fam-
ily Therapy Institute, Rockville, Mary-
land, and Michael L. Oddenino,
CRC General Counsel, Arcadia, Cali-
fornia, “How to Create a Win-Win
Situation in Court™;

a banquet talk by Teresa Kaiser, head
of Missourt’s child support office,
“The Rediscovery of Parenting in
America”;

Nancy Heleno Obetz, Vienna, Virginia,
“Guilt and Shame: The Difference for
Parents”; Robert Bauserman, Ph.D.,
“A Meta-Analysis of Joint Custody
Research”; John Guidubaldi, D.Ed.,

Continued on page 21
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_AVAILABLE ON AUDIO CASSETTE

Children’s nghts Councnl’s 11th Vatlonal Conference
Strengthening Families - Building Communities
October 23-26, 1997 - Washington, DC

___CR-9701 Tips On How to be Effective on Capital Hill - CRC Staff

____CR-9702 Release Of New CRC Report on “The Positive Effects On
Joint Custody - David L. Levy, President CRC

___CR-9703 What Organizations and Foundations Are Doing To
Strengthen Families - National Child Support
Fnforcement Assn.

__CR-9705 Diferentiating Between the Parent Alienation Syndrome

and Bona-Fide Abuse - Richard Gardner, M.D., Author

___CR-9706 Capitol Hill Developments Affecting Children and Families:
Welfarc Reform, Kinship Care as an altemative to Foster
Care, and Access / Visitation: Ron Haskins, Staff Director,
Human Resources Subcommittee of Ways and Means, and
other Congressional Staft -

___CR-9707 10 Tips on How to Build a Stronger, Bigger, More
Financially Secure CRC Chapter: Bill & Lynn Huerter,

CRC Nebraska

_ CR-9708 The Economic Impact of Divorce On Fathers and Mothers
Sanford Braver, Ph.D., Rescarcher

__CR-9609 What's Next in Parenting ducation - Elizabeth Hickey, Dir.
Mediation and Divorce Center in Utah

___CR-9710 The New Access / Visitation Grants for All 50 States to
Share In. How Many Grants Have Been Awarded? What
Can Groups Do Now? Grant Application Suggestions:
David Gray Ross, Director of the Federal Child Support
Office ‘

____CR-9717 Guilt and Shame:

___CR-9711 The Positive Effect of Father Presence on Children’s

Educational Development: Christine Nord of Westat, Inc
and Nicholas Zill, Ph.D.. Moderator: Jim Cook, President
Joint Custody Assocaition.

____CR-9713 Custody Litigation: How to Keep Your Children Out of the

Middle of Custody Battles - Gerald Solomon, Esq.

____CR-9714 Deciding What's Best For The Children - Jayne Major,

Parenting Ed., and Barbara Wagner, Custody Evaluator

___CR-9715 How ToHave A Win-win Situation inn Court - Several Judges,

Moderator: Michael L. Oddenino, Esq., CRC Counsel

___CR-9716 The Rediscovery of Parenting in America: Teresa Kaiser, Esq.,

Dir. of MO Child Support Office and Access / Visitation

implementation

‘The Difference for Parents, Nancy Heleno
Obetz. How Joint Custody Reduces the Divorce Rate: John

Guidubaldi, D.E.d.

___CR-9718 Canadian Efforts For Balances of Children and Families - Anne

Cools, Canadian Senator

___CR-9719 National Trends in Family Law Lcgislation and How to

Aftect Them: Ron Henry, Esq., Washington, DC

___CR-9720 Healthy Things You Can Do For Your Children and Yourself -

Through Chiropractic Care - Gary Santora, D.C.

CRC’s Annual Conference Recordings Are Professionally Produced By The Non-Custodial Parent’s Resource Center,
(NCPRC). For A Complete Catalog Of Resources, Containing Audio & VideoTapes Of Various Related Organization’s
Conferences, Books and Specialty Items, Call Or Write Us. Is Your Organization Or Group having a Conference, Let Us
Provide You With Exciting Details Of Our Quality Recording Services and Fund Raising Opportunities. You May Reach
Us By Phone: (318) 368-6232, By Email: ncprc@bayou.com, By Internet: http://www.bayou.com/~ncprc oer By Mail: P.O.
Box 742, Farmerville, LA 71241 or Call Our Order Only Hot - Line Toll Free: 1-888-23-NCPRC.

PRICING: TO ORDER CASSETTES:
Single Cassettes..... -3 10.00 BY MAIL: Fill out this form & send with Payment to:
Full Set (18 cassettes)................coo... $ 140.00 (SAVE $40.00)

5.00 (1 - 5 tapes)
10.00 (6 - 20 tapes)

Shipping & Handling (mail orders).......$

Shipping & Handling (mail orders)......$ Non-Custodial Parent’s Resource Center

For Intcrnational or Overnight orders eall for special pricing, No C.0.D.’s J(NCPRC)
__Single Cassette(s) $10/ea.= $ PO Box 742
_ FullSet(s) @........... $160/ea. = $ : -
TOTAL=$ Farmerville, LA 71241-0742

Shipping & Handling= $
GRAND TOTAL=$ BY PHONE: (318) 368-6232

ORDERS ONLY - CALL TOLL FREE: (888) 23-NCPRC
All Payments Must Be Made With U.S. Currency or U.S. Bank Funds.

SEND TO: (please print or attach business card)

PAYMENT:
__ Check Enclosed (Made payable to NCPRC)
Charge My: __ MasterCard __ Visa EXP.DATE Name:
Card # St.reet
City:
/ State:
Name on Card (please print) Signature Zip+4 PHONE:

ORDER NOW &SAVE $40.00 ON THE

COMPLETE 1997 CRC CONFERENCE TAPE SET

)
E TC ©1997 Non-Custodial Parent’s Resource Center
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QUICK SALE BOOKS
BIG DISCOUNTS FOR ORDERS BY MARCH 15,

OR UNTIL LIMITED SUPPLY RUNS OUT
YOUI’

Title Regular Price  Discount Price
The Custody Revolution, by Richard Warshak. 1992. (HB-702) The Father Factor and

the Motherhood Mystique. $21.00 $15.00
Man Enough, by Frank Pittman, 1993. (HB-239) Explores the changing relationships

between fathers and sons, and mothers and sons. 23.95 11.00
The Kids Book of Divorce, by Eric Rofes, 1987. (SB-116) Unless you have experienced

divorce first-hand, the pain and suffering a child endures cannot be fully understood. 10.95 5.00
Quuestions from Dad, by Dwight Twilley, 1994. (HB-240) An effective way to develop

better relationships between children and their parents. 15.00 7.00
Second Chances, by Judith Wallerstein and Sandra Blakeslee, 1989. (HB-22) Based on

ten year longitudinal study of the effects of divorce on adults and children. 17.95 8.00
Divorced Women, New Lives, by Ellie Wymard, 1990. (5B-241) Moving personal

stories and insights about women who have been been divorced. 4.95 Extra Low Price 2.00

How to Survive Your Parent’s Divorce: Kids Advice to Kids, by Gayle Kimball,

1994. (5B-112) Easy-to-read one-of-a-kind guide for young people and their parents

as they reshape their lives post-divorce. 9.95 4.00
For the Sake of the Children, by Kris Kline and Stephen Pew, 1992. (HB-216)

Discusses how to share your children with your ex-spouse despite your anger.

Kline is CRC’s Florida coordinator. 18.75 9.00
Divorce Book for Parents, by Vicki Lansky, 1987. (HB-204) Warmly supportive and
reassuring, this comprehensive guide speaks to all divorced and divorcing parents. 18.95 9.00

At My Father's Wedding: Reclaiming our True Masculinity, by John Lee, 1991.
(HB-242) A ground-breaking work about the Father Wound and the pain a child

can bear because of it. 10.00 Extra Low Price 2.00
| Think Divorce Stinks, by Marcia Lebowitz, 1992. (SB-2012) Helps children recognize
that it is appropriate to have negative feelings about divorce and to express those feelings. 4.95 2.00

The Divorce Decisions Workbook, by Margorie Engel, 1992. (SB-2006) Planning and

action guide with 55 formulas to help you in four key decision areas: financial, legal,

practical, and emotional. 15.00 7.00
The Myth of Male Power, by Warren Farrell, 1993. (SB-245) Rock solid and authentic

decimation of the myth of male advantage ...sweeps aside stereotyped assumptions to uncover

a deeper truth. 13.00 6.00
Why Men Are the Way They Are, by Warren Farrell, 1986. (SB-243) Provides

insights into loved one’s secret insights and desires. 5.99 3.00
The Liberated Man, by Warren Farrell, 1993. (SB-244) Reveals what every woman

needs to know about men and what every man needs to know about himself. 5.99 3.00

Protocols for Sex Abuse Evaluations, by Richard Gardner, M.D., 1995. (HB-1007)

Presents a new series of criteria and interview sequences to help examiners involved in sex

abuse evaluations. 40.00 30.00
Discip|ine That Works, by Thomas Gordon, 1995. (5B-117) Dr. Gordon, founder of

PE.T. (Parent Effectiveness Training) shows ways to empower children to become self-reliant. 10.95 4.00
Parent vs. Parent, by Stephen Herman, 1990. (HB-209) Practical information on how to

avoid “winning” and “losing” by protecting everyone's best interests. 20.95 9.00
The Adult Children of Divorce Workbook, by Mary Hirschfeld, 1992 (SB-2009)

Visualization exercises help readers root our destructive feelings left over from their childhood. 11.95 5.00

The Divorce Workbook, by Sally Ives, David Fassler & Michelle Lasch, 1985 (SB-2010)
) How to facilitate honest and open communication between adults and children at
the traumatic time of separation and divorce. 12.95 6.00
Negotiating Love: How Women and Men Can Resolve Their Differences, by
Riki Robbins Jones, 1995. (SB-246) Points our destructive habits by both genders
e which, when reslized, strengthen families and relationships. 10.00 Extra Low Price 3.00

=J
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Here are some SPECIAL ADDITIONS to the
Children’s Rights Council

CATALOG OF RESOURCES
for parents and professionals

FULL PRICE BOOKS, WITH VALUABLE INFORMATION!

The Parental Alienation Syndrome, A suide for mental health and
legal professionals, by Richard Gardner, M.D. (1995) An authorita-
tive work on the Parental Alienation Syndrome (PAS).

SB-1004 $30.00

Protocols for Sex Abuse Evaluations, by Richard Gardner, M.D.
(1995) Presents a new series of criteria and interview sequences to
help examiners involvedin sex abuse evaluations.

HB-1007 $39.95

Children Held Hostage: Dealing with programmed and brain-
washed children, by Stanley Clawar, Ph.D. and Brynne Rivlin,
MM.S. (1991) Published by the ABA's Section for Family Law,
this book discusses a 12-year study of programming and brainwashing
during custody battles.

SB-1003 $45.00

50/50 Parenting, by Gayle Kimball, Ph.D. Almost 300 co-parents
and 83 children report on life in Married, Divorced, and Step-family
situations.

SB-113 $9.95

The Good Divorce, by Constance R. Ahrons, Ph.D. (1994). An
outstanding book with a powerful message:

while divorce is not 'good,’ there is a path to a 'good divorce’ where
parents cooperate fully for the sake of their children.

HB-2001 $23.00

My Mom and Dad are Getting a Divorce, by Florence Bienenfeld,
Ph.D. (1984) Cartoon style, story form focuses on children ages 4-
12. Helps them through the feelings of sadness, loss, hurt, anger, guilt,
helplessness and fear triggered by a divorce.

SB-2004 $3.95

Ashes to Ashes...Families to Dust, by Dean Tong (1996) False
Accusations of Child Abuse: A Roadmap for survivors which helps to
answer their questions.

SB-2014 $15.95

Putting Kids First, by Michael Oddenino. A must read for caring

parents and professionals, by CRC's General Counsel. Includes a
children's bill of rights.
SB-248 $9.95

NEW!! The Fathers Emergency Guide to Divorce/Cus-
tody Battle, A Tour Through the Predatory World of Judges, Law-
yers, Psychologists and Social Workers in the Subculture of Divorce, by
Robert Seidenberg, with the legal insights of Williams Dawes, Esq.
(1997). A powerful new book whose title says its all.

SB-247 $15.00

Family Evaluations in Child Custody, Mediation, Arbitration and
Litigation, by Richard Gardner, M.D. (1989) In this update, Gardner
proposes a three-phase system to remove child custody evaluations from
courtroom litigation.

HB-603 $35.00

The Joint Custody Handbook, by Miriam Cohen (1991). A
1991 update of one of the classic books on joint custody. Contains
samp|e parenting agreements.

|B-213 $10.95

Families, Crisis, and Caring, by Barry T. Brazelton (1989) America’s
favorite pediatrician talks about the involved father, parental rivalry,
grandparenting, the loss of a parent, fathering alone, and other issues.

HB-219 $18.00

When Parents Kidnap, by Geoffrey Greif and Rebecca Hegar (1993)
This book captures the experiences of parents searching for their chil-
dren and abductors who have taken them; also makes public policy
recommendations.

HB-901 $22.95

REPORTS

UPDATED 1997

Interference with Access (Visitation) as a Tort. Not a frequent remedly,
but one that may be available. Arguments and case citations " The tort,
as a charge against one person for invading the rights of another, is
clearly reasonable as the interference with visitation is just that—one
person taking something from another that he has no right to by law.
R116 $10.00
Challenging the Washington, D.C. Child Support Guide-
lines
Willing challenge filed by CRC and the Greater Washington Area
Chapter of the National Women's Bar Association attacking the sub-
stance and procedure for the adoption of the D.C. guidelines.
LB-104 $10.00

SPECIAL STEPFAMILY BOOKS AVAILABLE

How to Win as a Stepfamily, by Emily Visher, Ph.D. and John
Visher, M.D. (1982) The co-founders of the Stepfamily Association
of America answer questions and give suggestions on how to make
stepfamilies work.

HB-301 $13.95

Making it as a Stepparent, New Roles/New Rules, by Claire
Berman (1986). Former president of the Stepfamily Association of

America provides practical help and insights.
SB-304 $7.95

Stepfamilies Stepping Ahead, edited by Mala Burt for the Stepfamily
Association of America.

SB-303 $9.95

Help Support CRC!

Buy 25 Bumper Stickers for $20.
Give Them to Your Friends!
Spread the Messagel!

Put a bumper sticker on your car!
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ADDITIONAL QUICK SALE BOOKS
BIG DISCOUNTS FOR ORDERS BY MARCH 15,
OR UNTIL LIMITED SUPPLY RUNS OUT

YOur

Title Regular Price  Discount Price
Recognizing Child Abuse and Combating Child Abuse, (SB-1006) A

comprehensive guide to recognizing, preventing, and handling child sbuse and neglect,

by a resident scholar of the American Enterprise Institute.

(both books by Douglas Besharov, Ph.D.) $16.00 $12.00
Between Love and Hate, A Guide to Civilized Divorce (SB-605A)

by Lois Gold, M.S.W., 19992 Learn the fundamental skills of negotiation, (HB) 24.95 20.00

conflict resolution and mediation, for everyone's good. (SB) 13.95 9.00
Families Apart, by Melinda Blau, 1993. 10 Keys to Successful Co-Parenting.

A blend of the author’s own research, and that of other experts, and rich in (HB) HB-223B 99.95 18.00

anecdotal information. (SB) SB-223A 13.00 10.00
Fatherless America, Confronting Our Most Urgent Social Problem,

by David Blankenhorn (1995). Why civilized societies need to uphold the

idea of fatherhood. HB-236 99.95 24.00
Another Way Home, by John Thomdike, 1996 A burning, beautiful memoire. (HB) 94.00 10.00
Helping Your Children through Divorce, Florence Bienenfeld, Ph.D.,

(1995) A resource book depicting the impact of divorce on children. SB-201A 11.95 7.00
Mom’s House, Dad’s House, by Isolina Ricci, Ph.D., (1980) Making shared

custody work: How parents can make two homes for their children after divorce. SB-202 10.00 8.00
Surviving the Break-Up, How Children and Parents Cope with Divorce,

by Judith Wallerstein, Ph.D and Joan Kelly, Ph.D., (1980) A classic that is still

valid in discussing the problems of children being raised by single parents. SB-220 14.00 10.00
A Hole in My Heart, by Claire Berman, (1991) A book that will enable adult

children of divorce to recognize the role they play in changing patterns in their lives. SB-225 10.00 8.00
Don’t Blame Me, Daddy, False Accusations of Child Sexual Abuse,

by Dean Tong, (1992) This book provides help in distinguishing between

true and false allegations of child sexual abuse. SB-226 11.95 9.00
Who Says Men Don't Talk or Listen, by Richard Austin, Jr., Ph.D.(1993)

A guide to communication between the sexes. SB-231 9.95 6.00
Loving and Listening, by Melinda Blau (1996) A Parent's Book of Daily

Inspirations for Rebuilding the Family After Divorce SB-235 13.00 10.00

' Order Form '
I [
I Tite MC, VISA, AMEX |
I Title # I
I Tive exp. date !
| Title |
| Title Send to: CRC Books |
I 1 300 “I” Street N.E. |
I Total Suite 401 I
: S/H $400 first item Washington, D.C. 20002-4389 :
$1.00 each addtl. item Phone your order to CRC at 202/547-6227

. I |

E ‘l‘C Total enclosed . Fax your order to CRC at 202/546-4272 I
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Child Support Recovery
Act

Three recent cases have upheld
the constitutionahty of the federal Child
Support Recovery Act, which makes the
non-payment of support for an out-of-
state child a federal crime. The 1ssue of
constitutionality had arisen because do-
mestic relations matters are primanily
within state jurisdiction, and because a
1995 case, U.S. v. Lopez, had estab-
lished cniteria for federal intervention in
such matters.

In one case, the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit held on
Sept. 2, 1997, that the Child Support
Recovery Act is a valid exercise of Con-
gressional power because it regulates the
non-payment of interstate child support
obligations. In additon, child support
orders that obligate one parent in one
state to make payments (o another par-
ent in another state are functionally
equivalent to interstate contracts, the
court said.

JU.S. v. Black, CA 7. No. 96-3890, 9/
397/

In another case, the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the 11th Circuit on Sept. 8,
1997, rejected a father’s argument that
his support obligation for his two sons
did not substantially affect interstate
commerce in such a way as to trigger
Congress’ power under the U.S. consti-
tution. The court said that, even though
the obhgor’s duty to pay did not arise
out of a typical business transaction, it
stll involved interstate commerce, be-
cause his obhigation to pay money
crossed state hnes.

JU.S. v. Williams, CA 11, No. 96-3009,
Y897/

In the third case, the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit ruled
June 23, 1997, that child support pay-
ments, or the debts resulting from non-
payment, are “things in, or having a sub-
stantial relation to, interstate com-
merce.” The Child Support Recovery
Act “does not regulate domestic rela-
tions but, rather, assists the states in en-

In the Courts

forcing their judgments and orders,” the
Appeals Court said.

[U.S. v. Crawlord, CA 8, No. 96-2808,
/23/97.1

Informal Change in
Children’s Residence

A father 1s not obhged to pay a
mother child support for a perniod dur-
ing which, as a result of an informal
agreed-upon change in arrangements,
the children hved with him, the Indiana
Court of Appeals has decided. Although
the mother was the custodial parent,
shortly after the parents’ 1989 divorce,
the children went to hve with the father,
who paid nearly all their expenses. The
general rule 1s that noncustodial parents
get no credit for payments outside the
context of the support order, the court
said, but there 1s a “narrow exception.”
The exception covers situations where,
by agreement with the custodial parent,
the children hve with the non-custochal
parent. A lower court had ruled that the
father had to pay the mother $15,950 in
child support arrearages.
/In re Jackson and Hamilton, Ind.
CtApp, No. 84AOI-9702-CV-64, 5/30/
97, released 6/20/97]

Modificaton of Joint
Custody

A joint custody arrangement may
be modified where one parent exhibits
severe anmimosity towards the other, the
Indiana Court of Appeals decided. The
Appeals Court affirmed a lower court
decision that the continuing conflict be-
tween two divorced parents, regarding
their young daughter, was a substantial
change of circumstances justifving award
of sole custody to the father. Such modi-
fications could be made if one parent
could demonstrate the other had com-
mitted misconduct so egregious that it
placed a child’s mental and physical
welfare in jeopardy, the Appeals Court
said.

[Hansen v. Spolnik, Ind CtApp. No.
32A01-9803-CV-79, 82997/

Different Treatment for
Mothers, Fathers

In a case challenging sexual stereo-
types, the U.S. Supreme Court heard
oral arguments Nov. 4, 1997, on a na-
tional policy that favors mothers over
fathers in determiming whether children
born out of wedlock overseas can be-
come U.S. atizens.

Federal law says a child born n a
foreign country to an unmarried Amen-
can mother and a foreign father is auto-
matically considered a U.S. atizen, but
citizenship barriers arise for a child born
out of wedlock whose father 1s Ameri-
can but whose mother 1s not.

Lorelyn Penero Miller, who was
born out of wedlock 27 vears ago to a
Filipino mother and an Amenican father,
claimed the distinction violates the con-
stitutional guarantee of equal protection
of the laws. Her father had been sta-
tioned in the Philippines for the U.S.
nhitary.

During oral argument, Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsberg, a former women’s
rights advocate, suggested the law was
unfairly based on a stereotype that
women have closer ties to their children
than do men.

But Justice John Paul Stevens sug-
gested it was reasonable for Congress to
believe that a U.S. serviceman who fa-
thers a child on a tour of duty might not
be ready to develop a parental relation-
ship.

/A ruling in the case of Miller v.
Albright 1s likely sometime before the
court recesses for the summer mn 1998./
(from The Washington Post, Nov. ),
1997)]

All the cases above except the last one are
summarized from Family Law Reporter.
They appear here by permission of the
publisher, The Bureau of National Affairs,
Inc.

FAMILY FACTS
Photocopy and diswribute the “Family Facts” on the next page! Use as hand-outs when visiting the
Legislature, disseminating information to the courts or the media, or as a resource for testimony and
Letters to the Editor. “Family Facts” is a regular feature of this newsletter. Send us vour verified
facts (with actual copies, sources and dates) to “Family Facts,” CRC.

Fall 1997/Winter 1998
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Fathers Have Positive Impact on Children’s Academic Performance

If non-resident fathers are involved 1n their children’s school, children are more likely to get A’s, to enjoy school, and to participate in
extracurricular activities. Children are also less likely to have ever repeated a grade or been suspended or expelled if their non-resident fathers
are mvolved in their schools.

These are the conclusions of a report by Christine Winquist Nord, Ph.D., and Nicholas Zill, Ph.D., of Westat, presented at the Children’s
Rights Council’s 11th national conference, October, 1997.

The report used data from the 1996 National Household Education Survey (NHES:967). The section Nord and Zill reported at CRC
focused on nearly 5,500 children living apart from their fathers. The report concluded that:

® Over-all, the results provide strong evidence that non-resident fathers” involvement in their children’s school is important to children;

® [athers need to play a meaningful role in their children’s lives in order to exert a positive influence. It is not contact, per se, that is
umportant, but active participation in children’s school lives that matters when it comes to educational success;

® Many non-resident fathers are not very involved in their children’s lives, let alone in their children’s schools. Although the proportion
of non-resident fathers who maintain contact with their children is greater now than it was 15 years ago, a sizable minority do not keep in touch
with their children.

Nord and Zill used four activiies to measure fathers” involvement:

® Attended a general school meeting, such as back-to-school night or a PTA meeting;

® Gone to a regularly-scheduled parent-teacher conference;

® Attended a school or class event, such as a play or sports event or science fair; or

® Acted as a volunteer at the school or served on a committee.

Sixty-nine percent of children in kindergarten through 12th grade who have seen their non-resident fathers in the past year have fathers
who participated 1n none of the above four school activities. Thirteen percent had fathers who participated in only one activity; 28 percent, in at
least 2 school activities, and 9 percent, in three or more of the activities.

Even among fathers maintaining contact, the majority arc not very involved in one important area of their children’s lives—their children’s
schools. Nord and Zill said this data should serve as a wake-up call to resident and non-resident parents, and to schools: non-resident fathers
can make a difference!

From Nonresident Fathers’ Involvement m Their Children’s Schools, available from Westat, 1650 Research Bhvd., Rockville, MD 20850,
or from CRC, 300 I Street N.E., Suite 401, Washington, D.C. 20002.

Liberals say Income has Little Effect on Poverty

Two recent books by left-leaning academics have surprisingly reinforced the conservative argument that income per se has a
smaller impact on how poor children fare than many Americans—and most traditional liberals—believe.

At the conclusion of their 610-page tome, “Consequences of Growing Up Poor”, Greg Duncan and Jeanne Brooks-Gunn
report that they and their fellow researchers found no evidence that “income transfers alone would produce a dramatic improvement
in the physical health, mental health or...behavioral development of (fow-income) children.”

Unlike many other studies that use one-time snapshots of the poor, both books rely on new research that tracks poor families
over years, even decades.

In “What Money Can’t Buy”: Susan Mayer calculates that even if policymakers miraculously managed to double the income of
the poorest 20 percent of families, the national teen-childbearing rate would drop only from 20 percent to 18 percent, the high school
dropout rate would go from 17.3 percent to 16.1 percent, and the mean number of years people were in school would rise from 12.80
to 12.83.

She concludes, too, that doubling poor families’” income would hardly chiange the proportion of young women who become
single mothers and might actually increase idleness among young men by reducing their incentive to work.

Reluctantly, Mayer reaches a very unliberal conclusion: Parents’ character—their skills, diligence, honesty, and good health—
probably matter more to children’s prospects than money. “Although children’s opportunities are unequal,” she writes, “income
inequality 1s not the pnmary reason.”

See article m U.S. News & World Report, June 2, 1997, by David Whitman, reporting on “What Money Can’t Buy”, published by
Harvard University Press, and Consequences of Growing Up Poor, published by Russell Sage Foundation.

From Volume 12, Number 4, FALL 1997 /WINTER 1998, Speak Out for Childrer, newsletter of
Q@ the Children’s Rights Council, 300 “I” Street N.E., Suite 401, Washington, D.C. 20002-4389
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AFCC and Hugh Mclsaac—Gaining Ground for Mediation

The Association of Family and
Conciliation Courts (AFCC) has played
a major national role
for the past 35 years
in promoting concili-
ation, lso known as
mediation.

Based n
Madison, Wiscon-
sin, under director
Ann Milne and as-
sistant director Peter Salem, the AFCC
distributes educational information and
sponsors conferences, including co-
sponsorship of the World Congress of
Family Law and the Rights of Children
and Youth in San Francisco in May,
1997. CRC General Counsel Michael
L. Oddenino and CRC Parent Educa-
tion Director Elizabeth Hickey were
among the speakers at the San Francisco
conference.

AFCC conferences bring together
Jjudges, court personnel, mediators, and
other experts involved in contlict reso-
lution.

The AFCC also sponsors the
Family and Conciliation Courts Review,
a quarterly publication edited for the
past 11 years by Hugh Mclsaac. For the
past five years, Mclsaac has directed the
Multnomah County (Portland) Oregon
Family Court Services. Before that,
Mclsaac was long-time director of the
Los Angeles Conciliation Court, the
largest conciliation court in the country
(more divorces than any other county
or city).

CRC noted with interest Mclsaac’s
swan song in the Review’s October,

Mclsaac

1997, issue. He will leave the Concilia-
ton Court and the Review in February,
1998, to work with the Oregon Family
Institute, the Oregon Family Law Advi-
sory Commiittee, and mediation panels.
CRC asked Jim Cook, president
of the Joint Custody Association, Los
Angeles, to evaluate McIsaac. Cook said
“Mclsaac’s contribution to family law is
that he has worked tirelessly for many
years to make conciliation (mediation)
acceptable, and as attached as possible
to the court system. The states have heen
going through an era of diminished tax-
based income, with increased court
costs, because more people are going
through divorce. Therefore, many states
have been cutting the least essential ser-
vices first, such as conciliation. Mclsaac
has been extremely important in defend-
ing the mediation/conciliation process.
He has bridged the era from the time
when conciliation was known as recon-
ciliation, to the modern era of media-
tion of inevitable divorces.” “AFCC i1s
the closest organization of practicioners
to CRC issues in the country,” said
David Dinn, a longtime AFCC member,
who is also CRC Indiana coordinator.
In his final column as editor,
Meclsaac traces the goals of conflict reso-
lution, which he says should take place
“through good information provided
through court-connected education pro-
grams, through better conflict resolution
models such as mediation and attorney
settlement, through non-adversarial
child-centered evaluations, and through
fair court hearings—when necessary.”
A sampling of articles in the

Jim Cook Helps

Jim Cook, president of the Joint
Custody Association, has spent part of
the last two summers in Croatia helping
Bosnian refugee children at a youth
camp on the Adriatic Sea. He spent four
weeks each summer. More than 100
war refugee children come to the camp
each summer. At least half of the chil-
dren have lost both parents in the fight-
ing, while the remainder have lost one

Kids in Bosnia

parent. “There is a deliberate policy of
extermination of men on the part of
some of the combatants,” said Cook.

Cook recommends the new movie
“Welcome to Sarajevo” which repre-
sents an “effective usage of documen-
tary footage and theatrical recreations to
get across the plight of the children in
the former Yugoslavia.”

Fall 1997/Winter 1998
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Review’s October, 1997, issue reveals
the magazine’s scope:

* Joan B. Kelly, Ph.D., co-author
of “Surviving the Break-Up”, Corte
Madera, CA., observes that there is little
consensus about what criteria constitutes
a child’s best interest or how those cri-
terta should be applied.

* Wolfgang B. Hirczy de Mino of
Oklahoma State University discusses the
presumption for joint custody in Texas
“which has mitigated the winner-loser
mentality,” and which has won “wide-
spread acceptance by bench and bar by
its successful implementation” for chil-
dren of unwed parents as well as chil-
dren of divorce.

* Cheryl D. Lee, Ph.D., of Ani-
zona State University, discusses “Eight
Keys to Passing Parent Education Leg-
islation.”

Mclsaac’s predecessor as editor
was the late Meyer Elkin, a CRC advi-
sor. Lawyer and academic Andrew
Schepard, School of Law, Hofstra Uni-
versity, Hempstead, NY., will succeed
Mclsaac.

Membership in AFCC, which in-
cludes the Review, is $125. The indi-
vidual annual Review subscription rate
is $58. Contact Sage Publications, Thou-
sand Oaks, CA, phone (805) 499-0721,

or vistt a library that carries journals.

Help Us Help You!
CRC needs equipment:

Qcomputers

Otypewriters

Ophotocopy machines

Oother office equipment
CRC needs volunteers to:

O do filing

Jbe Newsletter editor

Olayout Newsletter

Oanswer the phone

Owork with celebrities

Owork on the internet

advocacy

Oinformation

Otund-raising

Owhat else would you like to do?

Contact the national office or the chapter

nearest you to ask about their needs.

THANK YOU.
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Congress’s Call to Fatherhood

Contired from page 7

CRC has met with all four co-chairmen, to offer our
assistance with information and resources.

The Task Force’s effort is informative, rather than leg-
islative. Its mission is to increase the number of committed
fathers by the promotion of fatherhood through public aware-
ness campaigns, education of Congressional members on the
problems of fatherless homes, and organizing of conference
and forums.

In July 1997, World Heavyweight Boxing Champion
Evander Holyfield was invited by Rep. Pitts to testify on the
importance of fatherhood to a House committee. Future plans
call for two Congressional forums, one in the Spring, and the
other in June 1998.

Information that is expected to be discussed at future
forums are the research showing that children who grow up
with two active parents are likely to show lower rates of delin-
quency, mental illness, youth suicide, drug and alcohol abuse,
teen pregnancy, and running away from home. In addition,
teenage girls without fathers are 53% more likely to give birth
as teenagers, and 164% more likely to have birth out of wed-
lock, while violent male criminals, including 60% of rapists,
759 of adolescents charged with murder, and 709% of long
term inmates, grew up without fathers. 1f you wish informa-
tion on the Task Force, you may contact the offices of any of
the four co-chairs.

You may also wish to ask your member of Congress to
join the Task Force, if they have not already joined.

CRC Guideline Available

Copies of the model child support guideline prepared
by CRC that is based on a child having two parents are still
available from the federal government.

This 1s the first ime that the federal government has
ever distributed a guideline that takes into account the direct
expenditures on a child by the non-custodial parent.

To obtain a copy of the federal publication, phone (202)
401-9383, which is the Office of Child Support Enforcement’s
Child Support Reference Center, located at 370 L’Enfant
Promenade SW, Washington, D.C. 20447. There is no
charge for the publication, entitled “Child Support Guide-
lines: The Next Generation”, as long as supplies last.

Copies of the guideline itself as published by the gov-
ernment are available from CRC for $5.00 for CRC mem-
bers, and $10.00 for non-members, including shipping and
handling.

If you would like to contact Don Bieniewicz, author of
the guideline, for his assistance in getting this guideline
adopted in the states, write him at 10004 Fairoaks Road,
Vienna, VA 22181, contact him via email at
DonBien@erols.com, or phone 703-255-0837 (evenings).
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CRC CO-SPONSORED
CONFERENCE

CRC co-sponsored a conference on Children and Fa-
thers with several government agencies and other organiza-
tions in October, 1997. The co-sponsorship is part of CRC
pohicy to network with governmental and non-organizations
to improve the lives of children and families. The flyer for
the conference is reproduced below. For a brief synopsis
of talks at the conference, send $5 for photocopying and a
self-addressed stamped envelope to CRC.

OCTOBER 23 & 24, 1997
AT THE
NATCHER CONFERENCE CENTER
OF

THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

OPPOSITIONAL CHILDREN

AND ADOLESCENTS:
THERAPY FOR HOME AND SCHOOL
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT/DISCIPLINE

ISSUES
AND

REINTEGRATING FATHERS
SPONSORED BY
THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH
THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF CHILD HEALTH
AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
THE COMMUNITY HEALTH PROJECT
THE FAMILY THERAPY INSTITUTE OF
WASHINGTON, D.C.

THE PROGRAM FOR CHANGE AGENTS,
TUFTS UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY,
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
THE CHILDREN'S RIGHTS COUNCIL

Advertise in CRC’'s Newsletter:
5,000 circulated with a Nationwide
readership of 25,000!
Quarter page $150 Half page
$275 Fullpage $500
For information contact Andrew
Ross—301/320-5960 or Lawrence
Peckmazian—703/920-1451

Super Blue
Green Algae

Eat it - get healthy
Share it - get wealthy
For free information, call
1-800-659-8055 ext.11101
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Inside CRC

Congressmembers Stabenow,
Boehlert CRC Advisors

Congresswoman Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) and Congressman Sherwood
Boehlert (R-NY) have accepted invitations to become CRC advisors.

Debbie Stabenow

Stabenow, a first term member of
Congress, represents Michigan’s 8th dis-
trict, including Lansing. She was a mem-
ber of the Michigan
legislature in the
1980°s, when she
sponsored a bill to
broaden the scope
of the Michigan
Friend of the Court
to include access/
visitation.  That
change enabled Michigan Friend of the
Court staff to help parents informally
resolve access/visitation complaints as
well as financial child support problems.
As a result, Michigan had the most fa-
vorable collection-to-cost ratio in child
support of any state in the U.S.; Michi-
gan was collecting $8.33 in child sup-
port for every dollar spent to collect.

“Michigan’s high child support
collection rate, which Debbie Stabenow
credited to Michigan’s balanced family
court system, was the single biggest rea-
son that Congress first appropriated
funds for access/ visitation demonstra-
tion grants in 1988,” said CRC President
Dawvid L. Levy. “We are glad to welcome
Debbie Stabenow, now in her first term
in Congress, as a CRC advisor.”

Stabenow, who resides in Lansing,
has a daughter and a son.

Stabenow

Sherwood Boehlert

Boehlert (known to one and all as
“Sherry”) has been a member of the
House since 1982, representing New
York’s 23rd District, g o
which includes Uaca
and Rome. A mod-
erate Republican,
Boehlert was de-
scribed by U.S.
News & World Re-
port and National
Journal as a moder-
ate leader likely to determine the course
of the 105th Congress. His main inter-
ests are “the three E’s”—the environ-
ment, economic development, and edu-
cation. He fought to protect funding for
Head Start, public education, and stu-
dent loan programs, and as a senior
Republican on the House Science Com-
mittee, has worked on programs to at-
tract top students into teaching and to
encourage universities to focus more
attention on undergraduate education.

Boehlert and Congresswoman
Debbie Stabenow, who is also a CRC
advisor, have both become members of
the newly-formed Missing and Exploited
Children Caucus in the House. On that
caucus, they will be exploring ways to
protect cluldren.

Boehlert is a father of four and
grandfather of two. He resides in New
Hartford, with his wife Marianne.

Boehlert

Intellectual Property
Protection

Charlie Ruggiero, who obtained
trademark protection for the name and
logo “Children’s Rights Council” and the
name and logo for our newsletter “Speak
Outfor Children” is a specialist in trade-
mark, patent, copyright, and licensing
law. He is a partner in the law firm of
Ohlandt, Greeley, Ruggiero and Perle,
1 Landmark Square, Suite 903, Stam-
ford, CT 06901, telephone (203) 327-
6067.

Beat the Tax Man:

Contribute to CRC

If you wish to consider leaving a
bequest or property to CRC, please let
CRC know of your generosity.

Contact your accountant or tax
advisor on the best way to structure any
such bequest.

Or contact CRC, and we can sug-
gest an accountant or tax advisor to as-
sist you.

Fall 1997/Winter 1998
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Media Notes

CRC receives phone calls from the
media on a regular basis. This has re-
sulted in recent mention of CRC and our
views in numerous media outlets, includ-
ing Focus on the Family, a radio pro-
gram carried on more than 1,000 radio
stations, which reported on our finding
that states with the highest amount of

Joint physical custody generally had the

lowest divorce rate, and mentions in U.S.
News & World Report, the Washing-
ton Post, the Washington Times, and
various other media.

Donors are Appreciated

CRC thanks everyone who contrib-
utes to CRC in the charity drive that takes
place n all federal government offices
every Fall. CRC is listed as number 1513
in the Children’s Charities of America
listing, which is part of the Independent
Charities of America. We also thank
those who contribute to CRC in the
Washington, D.C., and San Francisco
(Bay Area) United Way campaigns.

We also thank those who contrib-
ute to CRC through their United Way
in some other part of the country, where
we are not listed, but where employers
may sometimes allow employees to des-
ignate CRC.

CRC depends on volunteer help
and contributions for its existence.

If you wish to make your tax-de-
ductible contribution directly to CRC,
send it to CRC, 300 I Street, Suite 401,
Washington, D.C. 20002.

CRC on Internet

Interest in CRC on the Internet is
growing, reports Bruce Kaskubar, CRC
coordinator in Minnesota, who main-
tains CRC’s Internet Worldwide Web
site. For those of you with a browser, the
home page’s URL is http://
www.vix.com/crc/ Bruce would like to
field questions about CRC from indi-
viduals, as well as members of other

groups.
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Chapter Marches on UN

The Japan chapter of CRC says
children and non-custodial parents are
treated worse in Japan than in the U.S.

Although Article 24 of the Japa-
nese constitution says that “in
divorce...Jaws shall be enacted from the
standpoimnt of individual dignity and es-
sential equality of the sexes,” the cultural
attitude in divorce is that it’s in the best
interest of the child to remain with one
parent, and not be confused by having
access to the other parent. “More than
90% of custody awards are to the
mother, and it is not unusual for non-
custodial parents to not see their chil-
dren at all,” said Walter Benda, co-chair
of CRC of Japan.

Benda says the situation for Japa-
nese non-custodial parents is the same
as for foreign-born non-custodial par-
ents—usually no access to their children
in divorce.

Benda has two daughters, Mari, 8,
and Ema, 7, who he believes to be liv-
ing near Tokyo with their mother. The
children were born in Minnesota, but
when Benda took a temporary job in
Japan, his Japanese wife abducted the
children from the family home, and he
has not seen the children since then.

To bring public attention to the
1ssue of international abduction of chil-
dren, a coalition of groups, including
CRC of Japan, led a protest group to the
United Nations Building in New York
City on October 2, 1997.

The protesters are parents who
have internationally abducted children
living in various countries.

CRC member Robert Rossi,
whose child was abducted by his Viet-
namese wife, and whose whereabouts
are unknown, said that at the UN the
group visited the Egyptian, British, and
Philippine Consulates, Japanese Mis-
sion, and US Mission to the UN.

The parents told officials that Ar-
ticle 9 of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, which most coun-
tries other than the U.S. have ratified,
requires signatory countries to “respect
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the right of the child who is separate
from one or both parents to maintain
o - G

Benda (right) and others prote.;t at UN

personal relations and direct contact
with both parents on a regular basis.”

Article 8 on the convention says
countries “shall undertake to respect the
right of the child to preserve his or her
identity, including nationality, name and
fanuly relations as recognized by law
without unlawful interference....where a
child is illegally deprived of some or all
of the elements of his or her identity,
(member countries) shall provide appro-
priate assistance and protection, with a
view to speedily re-establishing his or her
identity.”

“This may be the first time that a
march was organized at the UN to bring
attention to children’s rights issues,” said
Benda.

“We all felt some fulfillment, and

renewed hope. There is a core group of

us committed to continuing these kinds
of marches, and I believe eventually the
public will take notice.”

Benda may be contacted by phone
in Virginia at 540/637-3799. The other
co-chair of CRC of Japan, Brian Tho-
mas, lives in Tokyo.

Maryland
Neutral Drop-Off /Pick-Up

A neutral drop-off and pick-up
center for children of separated parents
established by the Children’s Rights
Council of Maryland was featured in a
front page Washington Post article July
5, 1997.

The Post stated that the center, at
a church in Hyattsville, Maryland, is “a
demilitarized zone for divorced par-
ents.”

One parent was quoted in the ar-
ticle as saying that getting his children

Fall 1997/Winter 1998

from one parent to the other used to be
much more of a strain. There was al-
ways some type of confrontation—some-
thing nasty in front of the girls.” But now,
he said, the transfer is peaceful.

CRC volunteers operate the cen-
ter, which is open on Friday and Sun-
day evenings.

Judges in Prince George’s County
refer parents to the center, a result of
more than a year of working out proce-
dures with the court, said Harvey
Walden, CRC coordinator for
Maryalnd.

For copies of the Washington
Postarticle, CRC members send a self-
addressed stamped envelope to CRC,
or provide us with your fax number.
Non-members, send such an envelope
with $5 for handling.

Alabama
Wilson Named Speaker

E.D. Wilson, CRC Coordinator
for Alabama, has been elected Speaker
of the Alabama Silver-Haired Legisla-
ture.

The 105-member body, estab-
lished in 1991 through a joint resolu-
tion of the Legislature as an advocacy
group for senior citizens and consum-
ers, elected Wilson in March for a one-
year term.

Increasingly restrictive Medicaid
guidehnes, legislation to force voter
identification at the
polls, and manda-
tory auto-hability in-
surance are among
the issues before the
Silver-Haired Legis-
lature, said Wilson.
But he also hopes to
get the votes to pass
a presumption for joint custody.

The Silver-haired legislature
makes recommendations to the regular
legislature for enactment into law.

“The Silver-Haired Legislature
has a good track record of having its rec-
ommendations taken seriously by the
folks in Mobile,” said Wilson.

E. D. Wilsom
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11th National CRC
Conference
Continued from page 10
Kent State and John Carroll Univer-
sities, Ohio, who critiqued Obetz’s
and Bauserman’s papers;

Senator Anne Cools, the Senate of
Canada, Ottawa, “What Canada is
Doing for Children and Famihes”;

Ron Henry, Esquire, “National Trends
in Family Law Legislation and How
to Affect Them”;

Ellen Levy, leader of Closing Circle.

Thank you to the CRC volunteers
who helped at the conference:

Steve Baskerville, John
Bauserman Sr., John Bauserman ]Jr.,
Ingrid Bough-Bell, Heather Burgess, Jill
Hollandsworth, Bob Howard, Diana
Levy, Ellen Levy, Ed Mudrak, Lawrence
Peckmazian, Paul Robinson, Andy
Ross, Murray Steinberg, Tom Vail, Rob
Whitfield, Paul Wright, Mark Young.
We also thank CRC Secretary Lynn
Neshitt.

Cincinnat is CRC’s Third Largest Chapter

CRC of Cincinnati, Ohio, is CRC’s
3rd largest chapter, after Nebraska (No.
1), and California
(No. 2). The Cincin-
nati chapter is
headed by Kevin
O’Brien, who said
the chapter is grow-
ing by extensive use
of PSAs (free public
service announce-
ments), and monthly meetings with an
expert (the December, 1997 meeting
featured Dr. Israel Lichtenstein, a noted

O’Brien

Joint custody researcher who has spo-

ken at CRC conferences). Chapter mem-
bers are working to obtain a change in
the domestic relations system to require
that magistrates, who assist judges, have

experience with non-traditional families,
other than just being attorneys. “Domes-
tic relattons magistrates, like judges,
need to have training in social work, fam-
ily dynamics, or have other related ex-
perience, as well as an understanding of
the literature on families, to recognize
the fundamental importance of parent-
child relationships,” said O’Brien.
O’Brien has a daughter, Jennifer, 17,
from a previous marriage. He has been
in divorce court on and off for 15 years,
seeking to obtain frequent and continu-
ing contact with his daughter, “and those
experiences have shown me that groups
such as CRC can have a positive influ-
ence on child and parent contact in non-
traditional families.” O’Brien is re-mar-
ried, and has two stepchildren, Jake, 9
and Kate, 13.

EQUAL PARENTS’ WEEK
Equal Parents’ Week will be held July 28-August 1, 1898. Patti

Will be held in the Spring of 1999.

CRC’s Next Conference
Our 12th.

We will issue a call for
Papers from Interested Presenters
in the Spring of 1998.

National Parents’ Day
Coalition

CRC participated in the Third
Annual National Parents’ Day Coalition
(NPDC) Awards Ceremony October 23,
1997, at the U.S. Capitol. W. Wilson
Goode, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Re-
gional & Community Services, U.S.
Department of Education, spoke
movingly of the important role that fa-
thers play in their children’s lives. Other
speakers included former Congressman
Walter E. Fauntroy, President of the
Natonal Black Leadership Roundtable;
Belinda Rollins, President of the NPDC,
and CRC President David L. Levy.

Diroff of California, who has managed this event in the past for COPS
(Coalition of Parent Support) in California, has decided that this year
she would like to handle the observance on behalf of the national
Children’s Rights Council, to give the week a national platform. So she |
is now CRC national coordinator of Equal Parents’ Week. Patti will
continue working with CRC of California, COPS, CRC chapters, and
other organizations, in order to make this a truly national event. For
information, phone or fax Patti at 903,/591-3688.

PLEASE JOIN US IN SENDING A
MESSAGE THROUGHOUT THE U.S.
TO REFORM OUR LAWS:

EQUAL PARENTS' WEEK

July 28, 1998 - August 1, 1998

Pin a purple ribbon [dark or light) to your shirt, display it visibly on
your car, your home or anywhere..where everyone can see, as a
symbol that we want EQUAL responsibility for and EQUAL access to
our children, motivated by our love for our children and determina-
tion to be meaningfully involved in their lives.

Fall 1997/Winter 1998 Speak Our For Children Page 21
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National Affiliate Organizations and Chapters

National Affiliate
Organizations
Mothers Without Custody
(MW/0C)
P.O. 77. Box 27417
Houston, T'X 77227-7418
Joint membership in MW/OC
and CRC: $35.00 a year

Parents Without Partners
(PWP)
Pat Boyd, president
401 N. Michigan Avenue
Chicago, 11. 60611
phone: 312/644-6610
Members of PWP join CRC for
only $20.00 a year.

Stepfamily Association of

America (SAA)

Margjorie Engel, president
215 Centennial Mall South,
Suite 212
Lincoln, Nebraska 68505
phone: 402/477-7837

Joint membership in SAA and
CRC: $35.00 for the first year

TELLANY OF THEABOVE ORGA-
NIZATIONS THAT YOU WANT A
JOINT MEMBERSHIP IN THEIR
GROUP AND CRC.

CRC Chapters
CRC of Japan
Walter Benda
P.O. Box 583
Max Meadows, VA 24360
phone: 540/637-3576
email: emari@earthlink.net
and
Brian Thomas
4-18-15-903 Kamiki Tazawa
Setagaya-Ku
Tokyo, Japan 156
011-81-3-5317-4371

Alabama

E.D. Wilson, coordinator

CRC of Alabama
12890 Dixic Road
Fairhope, AL 36532-4754
phone: 334/928-0464

Alaska

Diana Bullington

CRC of Alaska
317 Maple
Kodiak, AK 99615
phone: 907/486-2290

Arizona
Conrad Green
P O Box 454
Scottsdale, AZ 85252-0454
phone: 602/970-5904
fax 602/970-5925

Arkansas

Bill Bailey, Ph.D.

CRC of Arkansas
1685 Boston Place
Fayetteville, AR 72703
phone: 501/575-2058 (w)
phone: 501/444-0172 ()

California

Will Brown, president

CRC of California
P O Box 60811
Sacramento, CA 95860-0811
phone: 916/488-KIDS
fax: 916/441-2094

cmail: acw@ix.netcom.com

ERIC
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Patricia Gehlen, coordinator
phone: 916/635-2590

Regional chapters and directors
Los Angeles, Keith Fagan
phone: 818/705-4752

Placer and Nevada counties

John Costello

phone: 916/489-3482
Riverside, Ted Hill

phone: 909/781-7277
Yolo, Kitty Jackson

phone: 916/753-8867

Colorado
Mark Entrekin, coordinator
CRC of Colorado
4715 Ranch Circle
Colorado Springs, CO 80918-
4118
phone: 417/548-8798
lax:  719/597-2218

cmail: cochildren@aol.com

Delaware

James A. Moming, president

CRC of Delaware
P O Box 1311
DPover, DE 19901
phone: 302/734-8522

District of Columbia

Frank Banner, coordinator

CRC of the District of Columbia
Fillerest Children’s Center
1325 “W?” Sireet N.W. 8rd FlL.
Washington, D.C. 20009
phone: 202/232-6100

Florida

Kris Kline, coordinator

CRC of Florida
355 Shore Drive
Ellenton, FL. 34222
phone: 941/722-8688
lax: 813/620-9068

Georgia
Harry A. Prillaman, coordinator
CRC of Georgia
1645 Williams Drive
Marietta, GA 30066
phone: 770/425-1395
OR: 404/591-7772
fax: 770/594-7110
cmail:

Fany_Pitnxm@VNETIBM.COM

linois

Terry Cady, coordinator

CRC of Illinois
905 Wayne Avenue
Deerfield, 1L 60015
phone: 847/374-0461
fax : 312/322-3553

Indiana

David Dinn, coordinator

CRC of Indiana
2625 N. Meridian, Suite 202
Indizanapolis, IN 46208-7703
phone: 317/925-5433
fax: 317/9206-DINN

cmail: Imonday@dukereit.com

Grandparent Rights in New
Strength (G.R.LN.S.)
Kay and Ray Benyhill,
co-directors
0689 CR 5
Corunna, IN 46730
phone: 219/281-2384

lowa - Sce Nebraska/lowa

Kansas

For chapter information,
contact national CRC office
phone: 202/547-62927.

Kentucky

Kevin O'Brien

CRC of Kentucky
P O Box 74126
Dayvton, KY 41074-0126
phone: 513/624-7223

Louisiana

Naney Haber, L.P.N.

CRC of Louisiana
P O Box 742
Farmerville, LA 71241
phone: 318/338-0003

email:  nepre@bayou.com

Maryland
Harvey Walden, coordinator
CRC of Maryland
417 Pershing Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4254
phone: 801/588-0262

Phil Thommen, President

CRC of Central Maryland
8229 Mapleville Road
Mt. Airy, MD 21771
phonc/fax: 410/549-6220

Massachuselts
Frank E. Anderson, coordinator
phone: 617/289-8331

Ted Ell, president
CRC of Cape Cod
1 Emily’s Lane
Sandwich, MA 02563-2794
phone: 508/420-1701
fax: 508/428-5976

George Kelly, chairman
Concerned Fathers of
Massachusetts, Inc.

P O Box 2768

Springfield, MA 01101-2768

phone: 418/736-7432

fax: 413/732-3867

Michigan
Barbara Toth, coordinator
CRC of Michigan
P O Box 653
Edmore, MI 48829-0653
phone: 517/427-5774

Minnesota

Bruce Kaskubar, coordinator

CRC of Minnesota
5905 Chateau Road NAV.
Rochester, MN 355901
phone/fax: (H07) 289-5745

(call before faxing)

email:
Brucek@deskmedia.com

Missouri

For chapter information, contact
national CRC oflice
phone: 202/547-6227

Nebraska/Towa
Lyn and William Huerter,
coordinators
Mike Flyland, president
CRC of Nebraska
P O Box 37387
Omaha, NE 68137-5387
phone: 402/330-3353

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

New Jersey
BDominick Romano, president
New Jersey Council for
Children’s Riglus (NJCCR)
P O Box 316
Pluckemin, NJ 079780316
phone: 201/694-9323

New York
Kim Boedecker-Frey,coordinator
CRC of New York
231 Main Street, Suite 1
Vestal, NY 13850
phone/fax: 607/785-9338

Serge Prengel, president

CRC of New York City
¢/o Mission Advertising
27 W. 240l St., #6083
New York, NY 10010
phone: 212/481-7724

cmail: serge@spacelab.net

North Carolina

Fred \Wall, Jr. coordinator
509 N. Seventh Street
Wilmington, NC 28401
phone: 910/762-4952
email: 5968301 @mecimal.com

Ohio
Margaret Wuwert, coordinator

phone: 419/472-1471

CRC of Northwest Ohio
P O Box 12499
Toledo, OH 43606
phone: 419/885-1135

Warren Kowalka, chairman

Kevin O’Brien, director
P O Box 8805
Cincmnati, OH 45208
phone: 513/624-7223

Oregon

Roy Nolan, coordinator

CRC of Oregon
> O Box 2095
Portland, OR 97208
phone: 503/232-8630
fax: 503/233-9390

Pennsylvania
Michael E. Jones, coordinator
CRC of Pennsylvania

RD 2, Box 290

Seward, PA 15954

phone: 814/446-4207

fax: 814/446-5935"

Tennessee

David Courson, coordinator

CRC of Tennessec
5914 Charlotte Avenue
Nashville, TN 87209
phone: 615/327-8667

Texas
Chiklren’s Rights Coalition
(Afliliate)
P.O. Box 12961
Capitol Station
Austin, TX 78711-2961
phone: 512/499-8CRC
fax: 512/499-8056
cmail: bigredi@fathers.org

Vermont
Larie Casey, coordinator
CRC of Vermont
P O Box 81
Moriah Center, NY 12961
phone/fax 518/942-3366

Virginia

Joln Vaughan, president

CRC of Virginia,

Tidewater chiapter
P O Box 61245
Virginia Beach, VA 23462
phone: 757/463-KIDS

cmail: javjr@visi.net

Murray Steinberg, president
CRC of Virginia,
Riclinond chapter
10210 Pepperhill Lane
Richmond, VA 23233-3835
phone: 804/740-9889
fax: 804/740-7253

cmail: Tamilyre@juno.com

Paul Robinson, president
Fathers United for Equal Rights
and Women’s Coaliion

P O Box 1323

Arlington, VA 22210-1323

phone: 703/451-8580

email: paulmr@capaccess.org

Tom Vail, Esq., president
CRC of Northern Virginia
28 Lyndhurst Court
Sterling, VA 20165
phone: 703/444-3726

fax: 703/444-1542

email: vail@crols.com

Washington State

Jamaica Filgo

CRC of Washington
154 Smiokey Point Boulevard
M-204 Suite A
Arlinglon, WA 98223
phone: 541/482-6783

Wisconsin

Nancy Kellogg
P O Box 452
Racine, W1 53401-0452
phone: 414/635-0154
ciail: fimlyjst@excepe.com

CRC WANTS CHAPTERS IN EVERY
STATE!N!

For development of chapters in states that do

not vet have any CRC chapters, contact national CRC

office at (202) 547-6227.

Join CRC, then ask for a copy of the 100-page
CRC booklet that explains everything you need to know
about affiliation. The cost ol the booklet is $15.00.

To form additional chapters in states that already
have one or more chapters, contact the state coordi-
nator or existing state chapter head listed above.

s
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Tha.n.k YOu, COIlU'lblltOI’ S! We thank all contributors who have joined, renewed

their membership, contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from CRC from April 1 through September 30,

1997. * Denotes life members of CRC (financial contributions totaling $500 or more).

Jed Abraham
Helga Abramson
Patricia Absey
Bob Adams
William Aldrich
Kent & Robin Allen
Sam Allenbaugh
Dominick Amari
Bill Amato
Michael Auleta
Wayne Bartling
Robert/Jeanne Bauer
Garbiel Bayouk
Ed Beales

Greg Beard
Walter Benda
Robert Bennette
Richard Berg
Boris Bergus
Rafiqul Bhuiyan
Jonus Bielkevicius
Michael Birleffi
Rebecca Black
Richard Blair
Melinda Blau
Beverly BlfT
Richard Bogema
Steve Ray Boggs
Jean Bonhomme
Victor Bonuchi
Kevin Boston
Frank Braum

Sheila Brayman-Borgese

Carlene Brennan
Michael Brennan
Steven Briggs
Joe Brown

Will Brown
Mary Brunco
Ed Bruns

Sally Brush
Greta Buchanan
Glen Burda
Kenneth Burns
Tim Burtner
Aza Butler

Jon Butz-Fiscina
Shalen Cain
Lynda Cajoleas
Jim Carson

J. Peter Cary
Ronald Cave
Lamar Chapman
Gary Cheatham

Ferrel Christensen
Joanne Cialfi

John Cimino
Michael Cindrich
Kathy Clark

Ozenn Clark
Michael Clifford
Arthur Coleman
Sandra Commyn
Ann Costilow
Antonio Coy Ferrer
Barry Craig
Maureen Cregan
Jim Curran

Louis Daily

Ann Danner
Gregory Todd Darabesek
Robert Dave
Ronald Davis
David Decker
Peter Dolan
Gaylord/Lina Dose
Sean Dufly
Graham Dyer

Ed and Kathleen Eagen
Gudmundur Einarsson
Alfred Ellis

Kathi Emmel
Ralph Emproto
Steven Engen
Liovd Evans

Scott Fanning

Jack Feuer

Scott Fields

Karl Firmbach
Michael Fitzgerald
John Flanagan

Jo Fogel

Keith Foster

Diane Franklin
Aaron Franz

Val Franz

* Elhott Friedel
Michael Friedman
Rus Jack Grabrille Schriefer
Ricardo Galbis
Martin/LuAnn Ballacher
Pat Gehlen

Carolyn George
Bill Giles

Jean Giles

Carla Goodwin
Max Gregorich
Lawrence Griest

Edward Gunderson
Woody Guthrie
Raymond Hagenbuch
Marianne Hanson
Soren Harbom
Tom Hare

Ed Harper
Douglas Heflley
Jeftf Henry

Ruby Herman
Elizabeth Hickey
Gerrie Highto
Wollgang Hirczy
Jonathan Hobbs
Robert Hodges
Charles Hoelt
Charles Hoffman
Ruth Hoflman
Bill Hohensee
Mark Holdenreid
John Hollister
Tom Holtzclaw
Shirley Hoogstra
Terry Hoopes
Debbie Hughes
Steven Hullman
Richard Huston
Michael Hutchison
Isaac ltzkowitz
Danny Johnson
Edward Johnson
Kris Johnson
Robert Johnson
Scott Johnson
Susan Johnson
Michael Jones
Edie Julik
Michael Justice
Jim Kastama
Nancy Kellogg
Kevin/Becky Killion
Paul Kirchmeier
Arthur Klein

Jim Klopman
Theodore Kollar
Larry Koltun
Barry Koplen

* Walter Kuckes
Edward LaScala
Robert Lasheff
Mary Lavelle
Larry Lawho
David Lawton
Margaret Layman

Addie Lee
Marie Leonard

David Levy (California)

George Libby
Barry Linstrom
Leonard Lipschultz
Linda Lee Lockwood
Steven Longo
John Louie
Joseph Lubas
Nancy Luchs
Robert Reid Maner
Fred Manown
Amy Marderness
Dale Marmaduke
Dale Martin
Bernard Masino
Kate Matheny
Gib Maxson

Jack McDaniels
John McDermott
Rick McDonald
Melanie McGrath
Denise McIntosh
Dan McLaughlin
Richard McMahon
Ron Mefford
Connie Miller
Russ Miller

Todd Moats
Rodolfo Molina
Fredrick Muellen
Ron Murphy
Dwane Nabity
Michael Nadason
Mike Neader
Thomas L. Nelson
Paul Nester
Thomas Niven
Yola Nolan

Keith Nosich

Cori O’Brien

Paul Orkndo
Scott Pacheer
Nancy Jane Painter
John Parks

Peter Paulino
Hans Palisch

Paul Pearlstein
Charles Pearson
Levi Pearson
Adele Peckman
Keith Pedersen
Patrick Perger

Raymomd Peterson
Richard Phillips

Joseph Pirone

Harry Prillaman
Candace Prue
Tom & Kerry Queen

Jack Quinn

Craig Raddatz
David Raines
Dan Resler
Robert Reynolds
Ann Richtman
Scott Riggs
Susan Robinson
Scott Roleson
Michael Sandhoefner
Richard Saroni
Warren Sasso
Thomas Savedge

Judith Scheffrin

Scott Schoenburn
Edward Schroeder
Stephen Schuker
Fred Schwartz
Richard Scuberth
Anthony Seraphin
Barbara Sherman
Gary Sherman
Greg Shively
David Sicgel
Christine Sittner
Dolores Smith
Harry Smith
Maureen Smith
Vance Smith
Gerald Solomon
Linda Souve
Todd Staples
Becky Stark
Wallace Stephens
Thomas Stesner

Jennie Sullivan

Kathy Sullivan
Kazumi Tanaka
Nicholas Tarsiq
Trey Taskor

Jack Tavlor

Evelyn Tenhulzen
Tony Testa

Brian Thomas
Brett Thompson
Roy Thompson
Freida Thorne

Julie Throgmorton

of Address
To keep newsletters and other ma-
terials coming, please notify CRC three
weeks in advance of any address change.
Send old and new addresses to CRC,

Change

Amicus Briefs

If your case 1s on appeal, and you would like CRC to consider writing
an amicus curate (Friend of the Court) brief, contact CRC. CRC can not
handle cases at the trial level, and we do not write the main appeal brief. An
amicus brief is a supplemental brief, telling the court why this case is of
significance not only to the parties in the case, but to other children and

300 “1” Street N.W., Suite 401, Washing-
ton, DC 20002

families as well. We generally need 30 to 60 days before the filing deadline.
The writng of CRC amicus briefs is supervised by CRC General Counsel
Michael L. Oddentino.
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en's RiGhts (ountil-

Yes! I want to join CRC! Contact and join a CRC
chapter if one exists in your state (See list page on 17). Or DISTRIBUTED BY:
send this form to the address below. Either way, you will

receive a New Member Packet. Your membership contri-
bution 1s TAX-DEDUCTIBLE.

UNew Member, $35 DRenewal, $35
DSustaining Member, $60 DSponsor, $125
ULife Member, $500 DOther, S

Benelfits Include:
Name: * Quarterly Newsletter
* “Best Parent...”
Bumper Sticker

Address: * Copy of a National
Conference Proceedings
City: State: 71P: * FREE telephone con-

versation with a nationally
recognized expert on

el A fecltec!
Home Phone: Alt. Phone: Move-Away issues!
* Much, much more!

Send Application & Contribution to: CRC * 300 “I” Sureet, NE o Suite 401 » Washington, DC 200024389
Call 202/547-6227 to charge your membership to VISA/Mastercard or AMEX

Bulk copies of this newsletter are available (20 ~ - 20, 50 for $40, and 100 for $75) for distribution
to policy makers, judges, and intereste _sons in your state. Send order to CRC
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NOTICE

REPRODUCTION BASIS

This document is covered by a signed “Reproduction Release
(Blanket)” form (on file within the ERIC system), encompassing all
or classes of documents from its source organization and, therefore,
does not require a “Specific Document” Release form.

1 This document is Federally-funded, or carries its own permission to
reproduce, or is otherwise in the public domain and, therefore, may
be reproduced by ERIC without a signed Reproduction Release
form (either “Specific Document” or “Blanket”).
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